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Inviſible Spy. 
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CHAP. 


INTRODUCTION. 


To the Þ U;:BL'I*G. 


ER Have obſerved that when 
| > a new book begins to make 
r any nolle in the world, as 
am pretty certain this 
will da, every one is de- 
ſirous of becoming ac- 


N ick the author; and this im- 
1 2 increaſes the more, the more he 


You © „ | endea- 


2 The Inviſible Sev. 


endeavours to conceal himſelf.—lI expect 


to hear an hundred different names in- 


ſcribed to the Inviſible, — ſome of which 1 


I ſhould, perhaps, be proud of, others 


as much aſhamed to own. — Some will 


doubtleſs take me for a philoſopher, — 


others for a fool ;—with ſome I ſhall paſs | | 


for a man of pleaſure,—with others for a 


ſtoic ; — ſome will look upon me as a 
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courtier,—others as a patriot ;—but whe- _ 


ther I am any one of theſe, or whether I 
am even a man or a woman, they will 


find it, after all their conjectures, as dif- 


ficult to diſcover as the longitude. 


I think it therefore a duty incumbent 


on my good- nature to put an early ſtop 
to ſuch fruitleſs inquiſitions, and alſo at 
the ſame time to ſatisfy, in ſome meaſure, 


the curioſity of the public, By giving an 


account of the means by which I attain- 


ed the Gift of Inv iſibility I poſſeſs. 


Know then, gentle reader, that in the 


former part of my lite it was my good 


fortune to do a ſignal ſervice to a certain 


_ venerable perſon ſince dead: — he was 
deſcended from the ancient Magi of the 
Chaldeans, inherited their wiſdam, and 
was well verſed in all the myſtic ſecrets of 
their art : — beſides his gratitude for the 


good office J had done him, he ſeem'd . 
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Bo muſt ſhortly quit this | buſy wor Id; — 
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Te Inviſible S“. 8 
to have found ſomething in my humour 
and manner of behaviour that extremely 
pleaſed him; — he would often have me 


with him, and entertain'd me with diſ- 
courſes on things which otherwiſe I ſhould 
not have had the leaſt idea of. 


But it was not long that I enjoy'd this 


benefit; — he ſent for me one day to let 


me. know he was much indiſpoſed, and 
defired I would come immediately to 


him: - I went, and found him not as I 
expected, in bed, but ſitting in an eaſy 


chair ; — after the firſt ſalutations were 


over, and I had placed myſelf pretty 
near him, — © My good friend, ſaid he, 


©'taking hold of my hand, I feel that I 


* bowl is broken, — every thing within 


me haſtens to a ſpeedy diffolutien ; and 
_ © I was willing to ſee you once more be- 


fore I ſet out on my journey to that 


land of ſhades, —as Hamlet truly ſays, 


That undiſcover'd country, from whoſe 


bourn 
No traveller returns. 


As the remembrance of you, con- 


tinued he, will certainly accompany me 


beyond the grave, I would wiſh, me- 
| B 2 thinks, 
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4 | 

„ thinks, to hold ſome place in yours 
« while you remain on earth, to the end 
£ 

£ 

& 
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that } may not be quite a ſtranger to 
you when we meet in eternity.—lI have 
no land, — nor tenements, — nor gold 
nor ſilver to bequeath, yet am not deſti- 
tute of ſomething which may be equal- 
ly worthy your acceptance.“ 


Then, after a little pauſe, — Take 
a this,“ added he, giving me a key, it 
will admit you into a cloſet which no 
one but myſelf has ever enter'd ; — I 
call it my Cabinet of Curioſities, and I 
believe you will find ſuch things there 


eas will deſerve that name ;—chute from 
among them any one that moſt ſuits 


your fancy, and accept it as a token of 
Sn love. | 


He ſaid no more, but rung his bel! 


ſor a ſervant, who, by his orders, con- 
ducted me by a narrow winding ſtair- 


caſe to the top of the houſe, and left me 


at 2 little door, which I open'd with the 
key that had been given me, and found 
myſelf in a ſmall ſquare room, built after 
the manner of a turret: — all the furni- 
ture was an old wicker chair, with a 
piece of blanket thrown careleſly over it, 


1 ſuppoſe to defend the Sage from the air 1 


when he fat there to ſtudy ; — near it was 
23 placed 
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placed a table, not leſs antiquated, with 
' two globes ;—a ſtandiſh with ſome paper, 
and ſeveral books in manuſcript z but 
- wrote in characters too unintclligible {or 
me to comprehend any part of what 1 
contain'd: — juſt in the middle of the 
ceiling hung a pretty large chryſtal ball, 
| filled with a {hining yellowiſh powder, 
| and this inſcription paſted on it: 


The II LVSIVE POWDER. 


Small quantity of this powder, 
| * blown thro? the quill of a por- 
 & cupine when the Moon is in Aries, 
„ raiſes ſplendid viſions in the people's 
„ eyes; and, it apply'd when the ſame 

„e planet is in e ſpreads univerſal 
6 terror and diimay. 


I eaſily perceived that this was one of 


the curioſities my friend had mentioned, 
and a great one indeed it was; but as [ 
had neither intereſt nor inclinaiton to im- 
; pole upon my fellow creatures, I judged 
it fitter for the poſſeſſion of ſome one or 
other of the mine; rulers of the earth. 


1 then turn'd towards the walls: whick 
were all hung round with telleſcopes, — 

; horoſcopes,—microſcopes,— taliſmans,— 

: * — magnifiers of all degrees Z 
: Bi "and 
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6 The Inviſible Spy. f 
and ſizes, — loadſtones cut in various 
forms, and great numbers. of mathema- 


- tical inſtruments; — but theſe, as I 


was altogether ignorant of their uſes, I 1 
paſs'd ſlightly over, till I came to a2 
hand-bell, which having the appearance 
of no other than ſuch as I had ordinarily 
feen at a lady's tea-table, I ſhould have 
taken no notice of, but for a label pre- 
fixed to it, on which I found theſe words: 


The SIMPATHETIC BELL. 


40 1 leaſt tincle of which not only 
„% 4 {ſets all the bells of the whole 
country, be it of ever fo large extent, 
e nin motion, without the help of men to 
a pluck the ropes, but alſo makes them 
« play whatever changes the party is 
« pleaſed to nominate,” 


* 


Tho' I thought art could produce no 
greater wonder than this bell, yet I felt | 
no ſtrong deſire of becoming the maſter 
of it; but proceeded to examine what 
farther rarities this extraordinary cabinet 
would preſent, — The next I took notice 
of was a phial, not much unlike thoſe 
which are commonly ſold in the ſhops - 
with French hungary-water ;—it had this 

inſcription: TIS 4 
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SALTS of. MEDITATION, ; 


5 JHICH held cloſe to the noſl ſerile, | 

cc tor the ſpace of three e 
00 121 a half, corrects all vague and wan- 

„ dering thoughts, —fixes the mind, and 

« enables it to ponder juftly on any ſub- 

* 66} that requires deliberation.” 


This beneficial ſecret I alſo. rejected, 
through a mere point of conſcience, as 


thinking it would be a much better ſer- 


vice to mankind if in the poſſeſſion of the 


divines, — lawyers, politicians, or phyfi- 


cians, eſpecially the two laſt mentioned, 
as it might prevent the one from engaging 
in any enterprize they have not abilities or 


courage to go through with, and the other 


from falling into thoſe groſs miſtakes they 


are frequently guilty of in relation to the 
eaſe of the diſeaſed. 5 


1 mould have ruminated much longer 
than I did on the excellence of theſe won- 


derful ſalts, if another object had not ſud- 


denly catched my fight ;—it had the form 
of a ſkull· cap, or ſuch a coif as ſerjeants 


at law wear when a new one is called up: 


— what it was made out of I know not, 
for I am certain it was neither of the ſilk, 
woollen, or linnen manufactory; — it 

B 4 — >Þ2 


9 The Invijible S P v. 
was, however, of ſo light and thin a tex 
ture, that as it hung at ſome diſtance 
from the wall the leaſt breath of air gave 
It motion, — it was faſten'd by a ſingle. 
thread to the ceiling, to which allo was 
fixed a ſlip of paper, _— contain'd | 
theſe words: | 2 
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The SHRINKING CAP, 


06 1 H put upon the head im- 
15 mediately contracts all the 
muſcles and ſinews of the whole body, 
* ſo as to render the perſon who wears 
„ jt ſmall enough to enter into the 
* mouth of a lady s tea- pot, or a quart 
e bottle; but great care muſt be taken 
* no accident happens to the vehicle 
while he is in it; for if it breaks du-. 
« ring that time, the man will Doſe: 
more recover his former dimenſions.” 


3 


" 


wx 


We 


N 


I heſitated n not a moment to 9 9 85 this, 
as it ſeemed calculated for no other pur- 
poſe than merely to amuſe and aſtoniſh, 
and could be of no real ſervice, either to 
myſelf or any body elſe: l ſhould, per- 
haps, not even have thought of it more, if 
an accident had not brought it freſh into 

my head: — my readers can ſcarce have 
forgot, that about ſome four or five years 
ago the town was Invited, in a very 2 
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1 | | pous manner, to fee a man jump into a. 


2 2 


in the fun-beams, —TI could not perſuade * 
myſelf it was a real ſubſtance, till I took 
it down, and then found it ſo light, that 


quart bottle on the ſtage of the litile 
theatre in the Hay- market; on the ſight 
of the bills I preſently concluded that the 

perſon who was to exhibit this wonder ful 
perfomance muſt certainly be in poſſeſſion 
of my friend's ſhrinking cap; nor was at 
a loſs afterwards to gueſs, why fo illuſ- 
trious and numerous an aſſembly, as came 
to be ſpectators, were diſappointed in 
their expectations: — I doubted not, 
but ſecond thoughts had reminded the 
man of the danger his bottle would be in 


from the waggiſh humour of ſome among 
the audience, and that an apple, or orange, 
or even a hazle-nut, darted from a judi- | 


cious hand, might give a ſudden crack to 


the brittle veſſel, and ſo he would be 


compelled to continue a. lipuuan” for 
his whole life. 


The next, ind deed the farſt thing 


that raiſed in me any covetous emotions, 


was the apparatus of a belt, but ſeemed. 


no more than a collection of attoms ga- 


thered together in that form and playing 


if I ſhut my eyes I knew not that J had 
any thing in my hand. The label annex-- 
ed to it had theſe words: 


B 5 The 


ww The — Ser. 


The Ber of INviSIBILITY, 


co JHICH, ae body. . 
next the fkin, no ſooner becomes 


66 
« warm than it renders the party invi- 
© bible to all human es. 


A little farther, o on the fe ſide of the 
wall, was placed a Tablet, or Pocket book; 
which, on examining, I found was com- 
poſed of a clear glaſſy ſubſtance, firm, yet 


thin as the bubbles which we — 


| ſee riſe on the ſurface of the waters; 
it was. malleable, and doubled in oy 


foldings, ſo that, when ſhut, it ſeemed 
very ſmall; but when extended was more 
long and broad than any ſheet I ever ſaw 
of imperial paper; — its uſes were de- 


_. in the — inſcription: 


The WonpEReuL TABLET, 


Wick. in whatever place it 1s 
ſpread open, receives the impreſ- 
4 fion of every word that is ſpoken, in as 
«© diſtin& a manner as if engrav'd ; and 


* can no way be expunged, but by the 


4c 


* 


breath of a virgin, of ſo pure an inno- 


& cence as not to have even thought on the 
difference of ſexes ; — after ſuch a one, 
. if ſuch a one is to be found, has blown 
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The Invifible Spy. xx 
« pretty hard upon it for the ſpace of 
« ſeven ſeconds and three quarters, ſhe 


« muſt wipe it gently with the firſt 
„ down under the left wing of an un- 


„ fledg*d fwan, pluck*d when the moon 
„ is in three degrees of Virgo; — this 
„ done, the Tablet will be entirely free 


„ from all former memorandums, and 


*< fit to take a new impreſſion. 7 


% Note, That the virgin muſt. exceed 


85 twelve years of age. 


I was very much divided between theſe 
two ;—the Belt of Inviſibility put a thou- 


ſand rambles into my head, which pro- 


miſed diſcoveries highly flattering to the 
inquiſitiveneſs of my humour; dut then 
the Tablet, recording every thing I ſhould 
hear ſpoken, which 1 confeſs. my me- 


mory is too defective to retain, ſill'd me 
with the moſt ardent deſire of becoming 


maſter of ſo ineftimable a treaſure : '— in 


fine, —I wanted both; — ſo encroaching is 
the temper of mankind, that the grant of 


one favour generally paves the way for 
ſolliciting a ee 5 


While 1 was in this dilemma a ſtrata- 
gem occurr'd, which I heſitated not to 
put in practice, and found it anſwer to 
my wiſhes 3 — TI took both the Belt and 

B 6 Tablet“ 
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Tablet in my hand ; and, having careful- 
ly lock'd the door of the cabinet, return- 
ed to the Adept ;—he ſaw the Belt, which 


| being long, hung over my wriſt, but not 
perceiving I had the Tablet, — The 
choice you have made, faid he with a 
« ſmile, confirms the truth of what I al- 
© ways believed, that curioſity is the moſt 


© prevailing pailion of the human mind.” 


C However juſt that poſition may be, 
© reply'd I, that propenſity is not ſtrong 
enough in me, to make me able to de- 


« cide between the wonderful Tablet, and 
© * e no leſs wonderful Belt ; — they ap- 


ear to me of ſuch equal eſtimation, 


1 18 whenever I would fix on the one, 


: I the benefits of the other riſe up in op- 
« polition to my choice; and I knew not 


« which of the two I ſhould receive with 


© moſt pleaſure, or leave with the leaſt 
< regret; — I have therefore brought 


both down to vou, and intreat you will 
>. determine for me.“ 


I foon perceived he underſtood my 


meaning perfectly well; for, after a little 
auſe, — © When I made you the offer, 


ſaid he, of whatever you liked beſt 
among my collection of curioſities, I 
intended not that your acceptance of 


one "ung: ſhould render you unhappy 
through 
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6 through the want of another; — take 


then, I beſeech you, both the Belt and 
the Tabler, — you ſhall leave neither 


der you ſhould deſire to unite them; — 
they are, in a manner, concomitant 
and the ſatisfaction that either of them 
« would be able to procure, would be in- 
6 compleat without the aſfiſtance of the 
5 


Other.“ 


BS 
15 
of them behind you; — nor do I won- 
. 

& 


Thus was 1 put in poſſeſſion 7 a trea- 


fure, which I thought the more valuable, 


as I was pretty certain no other perſon, in 
this kingdom at leaſt, enjoy'd the like; 


after making Proper acknowledgements to 


the obliging onor, I took my leave and 
returned home with a heart overtiowing 
with RO 


1 was not long before I made trial of 
my Belt, and found the effects as the 
label had deſcribed ; I alſo open'd my 
Tablet, — ſpoke, and ſaw my words im- 
mediately imprinted on it; —I then pro- 
cured ſome Swans- down, according to 
direction, and intreated ſeveral young 
ladies to breathe upon it one after another 13 
but tho? I dare anſwer for their virtue, the 
favour they did me was in vain, — the 
impreſſion remain'd ſul indelible. 


Indeed, 


ms |. The Ivojfible or v. 


Indeed, when I began to conſider ma- 
turely on the conditions preſcrib'd in the 


label of the Tablet, I was ſenſible that it 


was not enough for a virgin to be perfectly 
innocent, ſhe muſt alſo be equally igno- 


rant, to be qualified for the performance | 


of the taſk requir'd; and not to have 


once thought en the difference of ſexes, 


ſeem'd a thing ſcarce poſſible after ſix or 
ſeven years of age at moſt, and would 


have been as great a prodigy as either of 
| thoſe had been beſtow'd upon me * the 


— 


What would I not hn given for hich 
a one as Dorinda in Shakeſpear's Inchant- 


ed Iſland; but fuch a hope being vain I 
was extremely puzzled, and knew nor 


what to do; — at laſt, however, a lucky 


thought got me over che difficulty; — it 


was this: —1 prevail'd,. for a ſmall ſam 
of money, with a very poor widow, who 
had ſeveral children,. to let me have a 
girl, of about three years old, to bring 
up and educate as J judged proper; — 1 
then committed my little purchaſe. to the 
care of an elderly. woman, whoſe diſcre- 


tion 1 had experienced; — I communica- 
ted to her the whole of my deſign, and 
inſtructed her how to proceed in order to 


render it effectual. | 
1 
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The little creature was kept in an up- 
er room, which had no window in it but 
a ſky-light in the roof of the houſe, ſo 
could be witneſs of nothing that pais'd 
below; — her diet was thin and very ſpa- 
ring ; — ſhe was not permitted to ſleep 
above half the time generally allow'd for 
_ repoſe, and ſaw no living thing but the 

old woman who lay with her, gave her 
food, and did all that was were about 
her. | 


— frequently viſt ted them i in my Inviſi- 
bility, and was highly pleaſed and di- 
verted with the diligence of my good old 
woman ;—ſhe not only obey*d my orders 
with the utmoſt punctuality, but did. 
many things of her own accord, which, 
though very requiſite, I had not thought 
of. — To prevent her young charge from 
falling into any of thoſe diſtempers which 
the want of exerciſe ſometimes occaſions, 
ſhe contrived to make a ſwing for * 
acroſs the room, taught her to play a 
batteldor and ſhittlecock, — to toſs the 
ball and catch it at the N and ſuch 
like childiſh gambols, which both delight- 
ed her mind and kept her limbs in a con- 


einual motion. 


This 
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This conduct, and this regimen con- 
ſtantly obſerved, maintain'd my virgin's 
purity inviolate, as I did not fail to make 
an eſſay in a few days after ſhe enter'd 
into her thirteenth year, and the ſucceſs 
of my endeavours made me not regret 
the pains I had een at for luch a length 
of time. 


| Now it runs in my head that ſome 
people will not give credit to one word of 
all this; for. as there are many who be- 
lieve too much, there are yet many more 
who will believe nothing at all but what 
their own ſhallow reaſon enables them to 
comprehend : — well then, — let them 
Judge as they think fit, let them puzzle 
their wiſe noddles' till they ake, — I ſhall 


ft ſnug in my Inviſibility while they loſe | 


halt the pleaſure; and, it may be, all the 
improvement of my lucubrations. 


But thoſe who reſolve to purſue me 
through the following pages, with an in- 
genuous candour, I flatter, myſelf will 
loſe nothing by the chace ; — they will 
find me in various places, though not in 
ſo many as perhaps they may expect; — 
they would in vain ſeck me at court-balls, 
— city-feaſts, — the halls of juſtice, or 
tings for elections; nor do I much 

haunt 
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haunt the opera or play-houſes :—in fine, 
— | avoid all crouds, —all mix'd aſſem- 
blies, except the maſquerade and Vene- 
tian balls, —I am a member of the eſtab- 

liſh'd church; but as I am not aſhanrd 
of appearing at divine worſhip, never put 
on my Inviſible Belt when I go there. 
I revere regal authority, bur ſeldom viſit 
the cabinet of princes ; becauſe they are 
generally ſo filled with a thick fog, that 
the chriſtaline texture of my Tablets could 
not. receive what was ſaid there, ſo as to 
be read diſtinctly; — nor do I much care 
to venture myſelf among their miniſters 
of ſtate, or any of their -under-working 
tools; the floors of their rooms, in which 
their cabals are held, are compoſed of 
ſuch ſlippery materials that the leaſt faux 
pas might endanger my Inviſibility, if not 
my neck. — I ſhonld be more frequently 
with the military gentlemen, but that 
they are ſo apt to draw their ſwards 
without: occaſion, that while they think 
they are fencing in the air they might 


chance to cut my Belt in ſunder; — and 


what a figure I ſhould make, when one 
half of me was diſcover'd and the other 

was concealed, — I will not mention the 
conſequences ſuch a neh might proce 2 
in ſome of chem. | 
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But it would be of little importance to 
the public to be told where I am not, un- 
leſs they alſo know where I am : — have 
patience then, good people, and you ſhall 
be ſatisfied. | | | >] 


Sometimes I ſtep in at one or other of 
thoſe gaming-houſes, which are above 


law, by being under the protection of the 


great; but J ſeldom ſtay long in any of 
them, as I can ſee nothing there but what 
I have ſeen an hundred times before in- 
thoſe leſſer aſſemblies of the ſame kind, 
that have been ſo juſtly put down by 


eier. 7 


Sometimes I peep into the cloſet of an 
antiquarian, where I find matter enough 
to excite both my pity and contempt.— 
What greater inſtance can we have of the 
depravity of human nature than in a rich 
curmudgeon, who, while he grumbles to 


allow his tamily neceſſary food, chearfully 


unties his bags and pours out fifty, or it 
may be an hundred guineas, for the pur- 
chaſe of a bit of old copper, — only be- 
cauſe a fellow of more wit than honeſty 
tells him it was found under the ruins of 
an ancient wall, where it had been buried 


ever fince the time of Julius Czſar or 
Severus? „„ 


Some 
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Sometimes too I amuſe myſelf with 
turning over the collection of a virtuoſo, 
where 1 am always filled with the utmoſt 
aſtoniſhment, at finding ſums ſufficient to 


- endow an hoſpital laviſh'd in the purchaſe 


of wings of butterflies, the ſhells of fiſhes, 
—dried reptiles, the paw of ſome exotic 
animal, and ſuch like baubles, neither 


pleaſing in their proſpect, | nor _vletul in 


their natures. 


— 


Som I make one at the levee of 


a rich heir, juſt arrived from his travels 


to the poſſellion of an overgrown eſtate; 


where I cannot. help trembling for the 


future fate of the poor youth, on ſeeing 
him beſieged with a crowd of marriage- 
brokers, — pleaſure-brokers, — exchange- 
brokers, —lawyers,—gameſters, —French. 
taylors,—Dreſden-milliners, — petitioning 


harlots, — congratulating poets z —in fine, 


with ſharpers, n and ſycophants of 


cvery kind. 


Sometimes I mingle | in the route of A 


woman of quality, —lee who wins. — who 
| loſes at play, and in what manner ladies 


are frequently obliged to uy 4 cher debts 
of honour, 


When 


20 The Inviſible Spy. 


When I have nothing better to employ 


my time, I loyter away ſome hours in St. 


James's-park, Kenſington-gardens, or at 
Vaux- hall, Ranelagh, and Mary-le-bon, 
and am often witneſs of ſome ſcenes ex- 


citing preſent mirth and future reflection. 


But my chief delight is in the drawing- 


room of ſome celebrated toaſts, whence 


J often ſteal into their bed-chambers ; — 
but don't be frighted, ladies, — I never 


carry my inſpections farther than the 
ruelle. | 


Theſe are ſome few particulars of the 


tour I have made; — to give the whole 
detail would be too tedious, — I ſhall 
therefore only ſay, that wherever I am 
found, I ſhall always be found a lover of 
morality, and no enemy to religion, or 
any of its worthy profeſſors, of what ſect 
or denomination ſoeyer. h 


And now, reader, having let thee into 


the ſecret of my hiſtory, as far as it is 
convenient for me to reveal, I ſhall leave 
thee to enjoy the advantage of thoſe diſ- 
coveries my Inviſibility enabled me to 


make. 


CHAP, 


8 n ns — 


The Invijible Spy, — 
ee HAN 

Contains ſome premiſes very neceſſary to 

be ober ved by every reader; and 


al an account of the author s firft 
Inviſible Viſit. 


II was in the beginning of that ſeaſon 


of the year which affords moſt food 


for an enquiring mind, that I had got all 


things in order to ſally forth on my In- 
viſible Progreſſions; — the king was late- 
ly return'd from viſiting his German do- 
minions ; — the auguſt repreſentatives of 
the whole body of the people were juſt 
ready to aſſemble ;— Hanover had given 
back our ſtateſmen, and Paris our fine 
gentlemen ; — the expounders of the law 


were hurrying to Weſtminſter-hall, and 
thoſe of the goſpel to pay their compli- 


ments at St. James's ; — the ſhips of war 


were moſtly moor'd, and their- gallant 


commanders had quitted the rough ath- 
letic toil for the ſoft charms of eaſe and 
luxury ; — the land heroes, who having 


no employment for their ſwords. had 


paſs'd their days in rural ſports, now 


hunted after a different fort of game at 
the theatres and maſquerades; — frequent 


conſul- 
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"FN were held at the toylets of 
the ladies, on ways and means to out- 


ſhine each other in the circle; — former 


amours were now revived, and new ones 
every day commenced ; — madam Intel- 
ligence, with her thouſand and ten thou- 
ſand emiſfaries, all loaded with reports, 
ſome true, ſome falſe, flew ſwiftly thro' 
each quarter of this great metropolis ; 

and had every pore of every human body 
been an ear, they all might have been 
tully gratified. 


But tho? I confeſs myſelf to have been 


born with the moſt inſatiable curioſity of 


+. knowing all that can be known, yet I 
could never depend upon the credit of 


common fame for the truth of any thing 


I heard; — 1 remembring mr. . Dry- 
den's words: i 


«© With 8 art things done ſhe 


< magnifies, 


Feigns things not done, and mingles 


truth with lyes. | 


How pleaſing therefore muſt this Gift 
of Invifibility be to a perſon of my inqui- 
ſitive, and at the ſame time incredulous 
diſpoſition ; —a gift which enabled me to 
penetrate inte the moſt hidden ſecrets, 
and 
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| and be convinced of their veracity by the 
1 teſtimony of my own eyes and ears. 


But beſides the eratification of a dar- 
ling paſſion, I had another, and much 
more juſtifiable reaſon for the value I ſet 
upon the legacy of my departed friend; 
which is this, — I have it in my power to 
pluck off the maſk of hypocriſy from the 


ſeeming ſaint 3 — to expoſe vice and folly 
in all their various modes and attitudes; 
to ſtrip a bad action of all the ſpecious 


pretences made to conceal or palliate it, 


and ſhew it in its native uglineſs. — At 
the ſame time, I have alſo the means to 


reſcue injur'd innocence from the cruel » 
attacks begun by envy and ſcandal, and 


| hy by prejudice and 1l]-nature.— 


n fine, I am enabled, by this precious 


gift, to ſet both things and perſons in 


their proper colours; J and not in ſuch as 


either, thro' malice, or partial favour, 


they are frequently. made to appear. 


I ſhould be ſorry, e if any 
thing I have ſaid ſhould give the reader 


_ occaſion to imagine I am going to. preſent 


him with a book of ſcandal ; — no, — 
the ſecrets of families, and charadhers of 


perſons, ſhall be always ſacred with me; 


— I ſhall give no man the opportunity of 
indulging a malicious pleaſure of laugh» 


ng 
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ing at his neighbour's faults; — my aim 
in this work is not to ridicus, but reform. 

— ] would touch the hearts, not call a | 
- bluſh upon the face ;—and as few people 
have errors ſo peculiar to themſelves as 
there are not many guilty of the like, if 
the offender keeps his own council, he 


may very well paſs undiſtinguiſh'd among 
the crowd of others equally culpable. 


Let no one therefore pretend to point 


at his companion, and cry out, „This 
is the man,'—on pain of provoking my 
Inviſibleſhip to declare his own faults ; 


but let every one who finds a diſagreeable 
' likeneſs of himſelf in any of the charac- 


ters I ſhall draw, ſet immediately about 
rectifying the blemiſhes which give that 
_ reſemblance; and, as I inſcribe no real 


name to the picture, he may ſafely defy 


the tongue of cenſure. 


Verramond i is juſtly. accounted one of 


the moſt accompliſh'd gentlemen of the 


preſent age, — the gracefulneſs of his per- . 


Jon, —the engaging manner of his conver- 
| ſation, — his fine addreſs and uncommon 
capacity, make his company defir*d by all 
the young and gay part of the world, as 
his great learning and perfect knowledge 
of men and things render him the oracle 
of the more grave and ſerious ; — I had 


fre- 
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frequently the honour of meeting him 
at ſeveral places where I viſited, and 
found nothing in him which could in the 
| leaſt contradiẽt thoſe high ideas fame had 

| given me of him. OC 


It was therefore natural for me to take 


the advantage of my Gift of Inviſibility, in 
order to view this great perſon in his moſt 
. retired moments; — I mean, when he was 
alone, and diveſted of all thoſe modes and 
| ceremonies, which often diſguiſe the real 

man, and ſhew him to the public far dif- 
| ferent from what he is. 


| Accordingly, the firſt vifit-I made in 


my Belt was to his houſe ; — I flipt in as 


ſoon as I ſaw the door open'd, — went up 
ſtairs, and paſs'd thro? ſeveral rooms till 
I came to that where he was ſitting ; —I 
found him with a book in his hand, on 
which he ſeem'd very intent; -I doubted 
not but it was a treatiſe of philoſophy, or 


ſome other piece of learning or wit, ſuit- * 
able to the capacity of ſo great a genius; 


but how much was I 1 when, 
perceived it 


of Whiſt !—He appeared more than ordi- 


narily taken up with one page, for he read 


it over three or four times, then ſtarted _ 
up from his chair, and throwing the book 
Vol. I. . from 


1 
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from him in a rage, — — Curſe on this 
£ ſtuff, cry'd he, it is good for nothing 
but to teach a man how to undo him- 


« ſelf with more art. After walking for 
ſome minutes backwards and forwards in 
the room, with a diſorder'd motion, he 


flung himſelf into his chair, and fell into 
a profound reſvery, in which I knew not 


_ long he might have continued, if 


he had not been rous'd from it by the 
approach of a perſon, who I preſently 


tound was his ſteward, 


The buſineſs on 1 . man came 


into the room was no way pleaſing to 
Verramond; but becauſe I would avoid 


the troubleſome repetitions of, — ſaid he, 
— and reply'd he, — and reſum'd the 5 
other, and ſuch like introductions to 
every ſpeech, I ſhall preſent all thoſe dia- 
logues, which are proper to be commu. 
nicated to the public, in the ſame manner 
as in the printed copies of theatrical per- | 
formances. | 


Sn My lord, 2 N * 


men, whom your lordſhip. order'd to 
come this morning, are below and wait 


„ 


your LOIN 8 command. 


Verramond. I have no commands. for ; 


theme at Feen ſo ſend them away. 
Steward. 


4 


„„ 
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3 c Shall I bid them attend 
your _—_ to-morrow ? 


Verramond. « Aye, — to-morrow ſix 
6 P if you will; for I ſhall ſcarce 
© have any buſineſs with them before. 


| Steward. My lord, I told them they 
c | ſhould all be paid off this morning, — 
What excuſe can I make to them for 
L. ſuch a diſappointment ? 1 


verramond. . Fen what you will; — 

© if you can invent nothing better, you 
may tell them that you ly'd when you 
made them that promiſe in my name. 


— « Your lordſhip knows it was 
by your own order I made them that 

« promiſe ; and that you ſent me into the 
city yeſterday for money, which I doubt- 
ed not but was to make good what I 
had told them : — if your lordſhip _ 
pleaſe to conſider it is now a long 
time ſince they brought in their bills, 
and they have had a great deal of "fl 
tience. 


Sd c Nei their patience. = Do 


2: © you think to make a merit to me of 


« their Patience: 2 — _ 1 ſend 
C 2 them 


— — — . es RES 
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them away, and let me hear no more 
"Mm of them.“ | | 8 


1 | ! 
The tone in which Ven utter'd 
theſe words was ſo auſtere that the honeſt 


domeſtic had not courage to reply, but 


leit the room immediately, probably to 
receive no ſofter treatment below from 
thoſe he was compell'd to dilappoint, 
than he had juit met with above for at- 
tempting to intercede i in their behalf. 


Lord Macro was cabins after intro- 


duced ;—the late ſullenneſs of Verramond 
ſeem'd now entirely diſſipated z — what- 


ever was in his heart his countenance 
were only ſmiles, and he ran to receive 


him with open arms and all the teſtimo- 
nies of the moſt perfect ſatisfaction;— 


and yet, as I ſoon found by the diſcourſe 


they had together, this very Macro, the 
night before, had won of him at play 
fifteen hundred pounds, which was the 
{um he had ſet apart for the payment of 


his creditors. — I heir converſation turn- 


ing wholly upon gaming, a ſubject neither 


entertaining nor 1mproving, I ſhall give 
my readers no more than a bare ſpecimen 


of it. 


Lord Macro,” 0 My dear Verramond, I 


« could not be caſy till I ſaw you this 
© morn- 
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morning. I thought you left the com- 


pany ſomewhat abruptly laſt night, and 


was afraid your ill luck had given you 
ſome chagrin. 


Jerramond. Not in the leaſt, my dear 


Macro, — I never think any thing loſt 


that a friend gains ; but I remember'd 
that I had ſome letters to write, other- 


wiſe ſhould have ſtaid and truſted for- 


tune with a brace or two of hundreds 


farther. 


Lord Macro. As it is an honour to 


get the better of your lordſhip in any 


thing, ſo it will be no diſgrace to be 


overcome by a perſon of ſuch {uperior 


abilities; therefore I am ready to give 
you your revenge when you think fit. 


Verramond. Nay, — as for that, 


Macro, it muſt be confels*'d you know 
the yu better than I.“ 


Here follow'd a long ſucceſſion of mu- 


tual compliments on each other's ſkill in 


play, of which growing heartily tired, I 


was beginning. to think of leaving the 
place, and ſhould have done fo, if the 
appearance of the ſteward a ſecond time 
had not made me expect ſome change in 


the ſcene z — his errand, and the ſucceſs 


cz A 
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it met with, will not perhaps appear ſo 


extraordinary to thoſe acquainted with the 
modiſh way of thinking as it then 28 
to me. 


1 0 Farmer Hobſon is below, 


my lord; — the poor man has rode 


hard all night, on purpole to reach town 
© this morning ard lay his miſerable con- 
8 dition before your lordſhip. 


. Piſh, what have [ to do 
with his condition * > 


| Steward. The He Gn my 1 that kia 


© crop prov'd ſo bad laſt year that he 


had ſcarce wherewith to ſtock the 
ground; — that mr. Hardmeat, _ 
* lordſhip's ſteward in the country, is 


very ſenſible of his misfortunes, 8 


though there are but five quarters due, 
0 threatens to turn him out of the farm 


next week; — he thereſore humbly 
hopes your lordſhip will take compaſ- 


« fion on him, as he has fix ſmall chil- 
« dren, and his wife now Tying-in of the 
$ ſeventh. 


1 What buſineſs have ſuch 


© fellows to get children ? — Does he ex- 


pect my rent ſhall go for the mainte- 
s nance of his brats. | 


| | Steward. 
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Seward. © He N your lordſhip to 
conſider, that for theſe eleven years he 
has rented the farm he has always paid 
your lordſhip honeſtly, and docs not 
doubt, through providence, but to do 
fo ſtill, if your Jordſhip is pleaſed to 
have patience till next harvelt is over, 
and not ruin him at once. 


=. a K nk 


e « Let me hear no more of 
this ſtuff, — I leave all to mr. Hard- 
meat, he knows what he has to do, and 
5 I ſhall give myſelf no trouble about it.“ 


0 


The ſteward, winks whoſe good nature 
I was infinitely charm'd, had his mouth 
open to urge ſomething farther in behalf 
of the diſtreſs'd farmer, "but was prevented 
by a ſervant that inſtant coming in and 
preſenting a letter to Verramond, who 
then bid him go down and tell the un- 
happy ſupplicant he might return home, 
for there was no anſwer to be given to 
his complaint. 1 


Verramond would not open the letter 
he had juſt receiv'd *till he knew who 
ſent it; but on his footman's informing 
him it came from mr. Gamble, he haſtily 
broke the ſeal and found the contents as 
follows: 
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” May it pleaſe your lordſhip, 
« My ever r honour d lord, 


id well. 


I "BR a to be engag'd laſt night 
at a a" where the conſtable with 
his poſſee made a forcible entrance, 
demoliſh'd our tables, put moſt of 
the company to flight, and ſeiz'd the 
reſt ; I was unluckily one of this laſt 
claſs, and committed to durance vile, 
as Hudibras ſays, and your lordſhip 
will a oy: the date hereof. 


«A perſon here has undertaken, for 
a fee of five guineas, to procure my 
immediate diſcharge, and I do not 
doubt, by the method he propoſes, but 
that he is able to do it. — I am not, 
however, at preſent, maſter of as many 
ſhillings, nor can any way raiſe the 
money he demands, having been 
obliged, the day before this accident 
befel me, to leave my watch, linnen, 
and beſt apparel at mr. Grub's, in truſt 
for a ſmall ſum requir'd of me by the 
pariſh offi ers, on account of a baſtard 
child, which a wench of the town has 
done me the honour to ſwear I am the 
father Of. 
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« All my hopes, therefore, of getting 
« out of limbo are in your lordſhip's 
«© generoſity, which if you vouchſafe to 
« grant me this one more proof of, I 


& ſhall, if poſſible, be more than ever, 


E With the moſt profound duty, 
3 Dear patron, 
« Your devoted vaſſal, 

„% RICHARD GAMBLE.. 


a 


P. S. I had forgot to acquaint your 
« Jordſhip, that I ſhall have need of 
% more than the above-mentioned ſum 

for diſcharging the fees of this curſed 

„ hole, without the payment of which I 


« cannot be releaſed.” _. 


Verramond heſitated not a moment to 


comply with this requeſt, nor ev en whe- 
ther he ſhould exceed what vas defired _ 
of him :— he drew out his pyrſe, put ten 


guineas into the footman' s hands, and 


2 order*d him to run direct to Bridewell ; 


Carry that meney to mr. Gamble, with 


his compliments, and let. him know he 


ſhould be glad to {ze him as ſoon as he: 
r'd his liberty. | 
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promiſed to be of greater utility. 


Who will ſay now that Verramond is not 


liberal? — but alas, — How ill placed an 
act of benevolence was this? was it not 
rather caprice than true charity, which 


induced him to beſtow this money to ſave 
a common ſharper from the puniſhment 


he juſtly merited; yet at the ſame time 
refuſe to an honeſt induſtrious tenant a 
| ſmall reſpite of payment, tho' to preſerve 


him and his poor family from ſure de- 


ſtruction? but Gamble was a neceſſary 
perſon at a gaming-table,—he was of im- 


portance to his pleaſure that way, and the 


farmer, being only regarded for the rent 


he paid, when deficient in that, muſt be 
thrown out like a piece of uleleſs lumber, 
and his place occupy*d by ſome one who 


ae think fach's end is: 


always to be aſcribed to the fault of nature, 
»— Verramond hay certainly the ſeeds of 


virtue and honour in his foul ; but they 
are ſuffocated and choaked up by his im- 
moderate love of play; — ſtrange is it, 


that a man capable of thinking ſo juſtly, 
will. not be at the pains of thinking at all, 


but ſuffer himſelf to be ſway'd,, by a 


darling propeuſity,, to actions, which if he 


once reflected upon, he would be fo far 
5 from 


7 


from perpetrating, that he'would deſpiſe: 
the very temptation. of being guilty of. 


I left bim and Macro together; but, 
my Tablets being already full, I can repeat 


no more of their converſation than what 


my memory ſupplies me with, which is 
only that an agreement was made between 
them to try their fortune a ſecond time 
at whiſt; but whether Verramond either 
recover'd or added to his loſs the night 


before, I did not give myſelf the trouble 
to examine; nor, indeed, thought it 


worthy of any part of my concern. 


G 

Preſents the reader with ſome paſſages 
which cannot fail of being enter- 
taining to thoſe not intereſted in 


them, and may be of ſervice to thoſe 


A abo are. 10 
| A Mong the numerous troops of Britiſh 


toaſts, there are few who ſhine with 


more diſtinguiſh'd luſtre; in all public 


places, than the beautiful Marcella; be- 
ſides an exact ſymetry of features, a moſt 


delicate complexion, and a fine turn'd 


| ſhape, there is ſomething peculiarly en- 
: Ce chanting 
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chanting in her air and mien; — I never 
ſee her without being reminded of the ele- 
gant deſcription Milton gives of Eve in 
her ſtate of innocence : 


Grace was in all her ſteps, heaven in 
RF Eves, - 
0 In eerry geſture dignity and love. 


8 She was married very young to Cela- 
don, and tho' neither of their hearts had 
been conſulted in the match, yet they 
had the reputation of living well to- 
gether; — they behaved to each other with 
the greateſt complaiſance in public, and 
if any cauſe of diſcontent ever happen'd 
between them, both had the diſcretion to 
keep it extremely private. 


1 could not, therefore, expect to make 
any extraordinary diſcoveries in this fa- 
mily the door, however, happening to 
be open one day as I paſs'd by, I ſtepp'd 
in without any previous deſign, and now 
I did fo was rather excited by curioſity of 
ſeeing ſome fine pictures, which I had 


been told were in the houſe, than of pry- 
ing into the behaviour of the owners. 


But it frequently falls out, that what . 
we leaſt ſeek we moſt eaſily find, and that 
thoſe things which we imagine fartheſt | 

7 from 
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from us are in effect the neareſt ;— in paſ- 
- =? ſing through the ſeveral rooms in this 
| >” houſe I ſaw Marcella writing in her clo- 

ſet, and never was I ſo much amazed as 
nao to find ſo fair a form harbour a 
mind capable of * theſe lines: 


IO F ILLAMOUR. 
N Deareſt of your ſex, 
13 1 to the powers of love 
1 0 and liberty, that hated bar to all 
c the happineſs of my life is removed for 
« a ſhort time, —Celadon is gone into 
| the country upon a party of pleaſure, 
and this night is entirely my own; — 
1 & if therefore no more agreeable engage- 
1 «© ment detains you. come here between 
„„ the hours of twelve and one ;—T ſhall 
« take care to ſend all the family to bed, 
% except the faithful Rachel, wi ſhall 
c attend to admit you, on your giving a 
gentle rap againſt the ſhutter of the par- | 
« Jour window next the door; — let me 
& know by the bearer, whether I may. 
* expect you, - though it is a bleſſing I 
£ ſcarce doubt of, if any of that affe&tion 
be ſincere, as you have often vow'd to 


« The believing, 
ce And paTonate 
„ MARCELLA, 
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38 5 De Twoifble SPY. 
Having ſealed this billet, ſhe call'd her 


chamber-maid, and order'd her to {end it, 
as directed, by a truſty porter; — then 


threw herſelf upon a couch, — took the 


novel of Silvia and Philander. — read a 
little in it, — ſigh'd, and ſeem'd all diſ- 
ſolv'd in the moſt tender languiſhment, 
when her emiſſary return'd, and brought 
this anſwer to her ſummons: : 


To the chan MaARCiLLA. 
e Dear angel, 


4 1 Am at -peclent ſurrounded with FP 


great deal of company, and have 


* no opportunity to thank as I would 


« the kindneſs of yours; — I can only 
&« ſay, that nothing ſhall keep me from 
« flying, with all the wings of love, to 


„ my adorable Marcella, at the appointed | 
hour; — till then — adieu; — 
** ſured that I am always, 


— be aſ- 


With the utmoſt ardency, 
* * Your devoted Vaſlal, 
6. * FilLamouR,” 8 


The fair 8 now expreſs/d the 
higheſt ſatisfaction, and immediately fell 


into diſcourſe with her confidant Rachel, 
concerning the manner in which this noc- 


turnal * ſhould be conceal'd, and how 


neither 


IR 
2, 58 
7 
O'S 
R244 
YI 


i W 
8 
7 
Pe 
v 5 "x 


< 
PE: 
s 
8 
$8) 7 
ſz 
> 
7 
_ 
2 
Cy”, 
©» rg 
i. 
6 
IE 
© * 
1 
1 
* * * Pe 
* be 
* * 
. 1H 
7. 4 
£ 5M 
* 6 
* — 
2 
4 
£260 
” 


The Inviſible vv. 39 


neither his entrance nor his exit be diſ- 


cover'd, or even ſuſpected by any of the 


family. 


1 had no curiofity to know any thing. 
farther of this affair, ſo took the firſt op- 


portunity of leaving the houſe, extremely 
troubled in my mind that a woman, whoſe 
beauty had ſo much attracted my reſpect, 


ſhould prove herſelf ſo unworthy of it by 
her conduct. 


With what bai (aid J within 
« myſelf, does the lovely wanton run 
hgheadlong to her ruin, fearleſs of guilt, 
© and of the puniſhment which one time 
© or other muſt be the unfailing con- 
6 ſequence z_ 1 = 


n As if that faultleſs form could 4 no 
r 
* But heaven on looking on it muſt for- 
8 


1 went home and got my Tablets 
elear'd from the impure contents of the 
above recited epiſtles; — I wiſh'd, in- 
deed, to think no more of this tranſac- - 


tion; and, to ſecond my endeavours that 


Way towards evening ſallied out again 


*quipp' d in any Lovilible Belt, like a true 


knight- 


40 The Inviſible S r. 
knight-errant, in ſearch of ſuch ad ven- 
tures as chance ſhould preſent me with. 


For the ſake of amuſement I ſtepp*d into 
à certain coffee-houſe, which I had been 
told was much frequented by the lower 


claſs of politicians ; but either I was miſ- 


inform'd, or none of thoſe gentlemen 
| happen'd to be there at the time I was; 
1 found only a good number of jolly 
tradeſmen, — honeſt, well-condition'd 


creatures, who ſee no farther than their 


noſes, — take every thing for goſpel that 
they find in the Gazette, or is told them by 


their ſuperiors ; —are very far from wiſh- 


ing any hurt to the commonwealth, and 


not much nearer in abilities to do it any 


real ſervice : — in fine, ſuch as may be 
call'd real paſſives in human life, who 


are govern'd by what they think is the 


judgment of others; without making the 


leaſt uſe of that with which God has en- 
dow'd themſelves. 


The king had been that day at the 
1 huuſe, being the firſt time of 


is going there ſince his return to Eng- 


land, and on this joyful occaſion artificers 


had thrown aſide their tools, — ſhop- 


| keepers had leap'd from behind their 
compters to be ſpectators of the royal 
pomp z — all the converſation among the 

- e company 
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company I now was with, at leaſt all 1 
could diſtin&ly hear, (for it muſt be ob- 


7 ſerv'd there were many ſpeakers at the 


ſame time) turn'd on theſe important 
points: — how well his majeſty look'd, 
— What cloaths he had on, — and who 
were the noblemen that attended him : 


D one boaſted he had been ſo near the 


ſtate-coach that he could with eaſe have 


: touch'd the king's garments as he ſtepp'd 
in; — another, that he had got into the 


guard-chamber, and ſaw the proceſſion 


paſs the whole length of the room; — a 
third, that a friend had introduced him 
where his majeſty put on his robes and 
crown; — a fourth, that he had ſeen 
him ſeated on the thrones : — in fine, 


there were ſeveral who had received ho- 
nours that day ſuch as had left a glee 


upon their countenances, which perhaps a 


ſtatute of bankruptcy the next Would 
ſcarce have remov'd, 


But what moſt diverted me was a poor 
grocer, who, on being being aſk'd if he 
had ſeen the king, ſhook his head, and 


ina very ous tone made this reply: 


* 


curſedly unlucky ; — juſt as I had taken 


: * up my hat and cane to go, an imper- 


tinent ill ſtarr'd cuſtomer came in for 
0 - 


neee 8 


1 Sure never any thing happen'd ſo 
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£ ſugar, and oblig'd me to pull down 
* half the loaves in my ſhop for her to 


< chuſe which ſhe lik'd beſt; — then 
aſk'd for ſpices of three or four diffe- 


raiſons and a pound of almonds, — I 
told her 1 would ſend the things home 


would needs ſee them all pack d up be- 
8 ſhe left the ſhop ; — all this took 
up ſo much time, that before I had 
— done the ſecond guns went off; 
and I knew that if I ran that moment 


+ James's before I could get to Spring- 
| 1 gate.“ 


A grave old gentleman, beta all this 
| while had fat mute in a corner of the 


room, on hearing what was ſaid, roſe 


from his place, and approaching the 


grocer with a ſort of contemptuous Aneer, 


addreſs*'d himſelf to him 1 in the following 
| terms : . 


© You have met with a very grievous 

« diſappointment indeed, mr. Fig — it 
© 1s not, however, without its *onſola- 
tions; — I dare anſwer the profit in the 
goods you have ſold to that imperti- 
nent cuſtomer, will enable you to make 
42 a good — for your family next 
e Sunday: 


rent ſorts ; — then half a dozen of jar | 


immediately to her houſe; but ſne 


to the Park, his majeſty would be at St. 
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Sunday, which is as much, at leaſt, as 


42 


you could have got by the ſhew, even 
though you were to have been paid for 


tion ſhould ſeem too trifling, | can add 
another of more weight; — it is this, 
— by being hinder*d from running after 
the king's coach-wheels, you got ſome- 


government; and this, as I take it, is 
the beſt proof that you or any good 
ſubject can give of your allegiance, 


election.? 


Ae ſaid no more, nor waited to hear 


what ſort of reply might have been made 


to his reprimand, but threw down two- 
pence for his diſh of coffee- and went di- 
rectly out of the room. 


Every one had ſtared all the time he 
had been ſpeaking, with their mouths 
open as tho' they could eat him, though 
none had offer'd to interrupt him; but 
they no ſooner ſaw his back turn'd, than 


they all at once burſt out into a horſe- 


laugh, and cry'd, — A grumbletonian, 


La grumbletonian, —a malecontent, — 
a diſaffected perſon I warrant.” 


your huzzas : — but if this confidera- 


thing towards the payment of your 
ſhare of the taxes for the ſupport of his 


except yodr vote and intereſt at an 
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1 had no indlination to be a witneſs 


what farther comments would be made 


on the 'old gentleman's behaviour, but 
follow'd his example, and left a com- 
pany in which I found nothing capable 
either of improving or entertaining me; 


nor ſhould 1 have made any mention f 


this incident, but to remind the populous 
how ridiculous it is in a man of buſineſs 
to run gadding after every public ſhew 
that preſents itſelf, while the neceſſary 
proviſion for his family is left neglected. 


From thence I went to the houſe of an 


elderly lady, with whom I formerly had 


been acquainted ; ſhe was at that time 
look*d upon as a pattern of piety and pru- 
dence :— fathers;— huſbands, —brothers- 
—all who had any concern for the virtue 
and reputation of the female part of 
their family, recommended her example 
for their imitation ; — but at laſt, after a 


long ſeries of the moſt laudable and be- 


coming actions, ſhe at once degenerated 


into the very reveſe of what ſhe had been; 


— fell into all the faſhionable follies of 


the times, at an age when others are be- 


ginning to grow weary of them, and com- 
menced a coquette at ſixty-five, 


I had 
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I had been told ſuch things, in relation 
to her conduct, as ſeemed to me too 
unaccountable to be believed; and was 
extremely ſorry to find, in the viſic J now 


made her, all thoſe reports confirm'd by 


the teſtimony of my own ſenſes. 


I) Mis lady, whom I ſhall diſtinguiſh by 

the name of Lamia, ſets an high value 
upon herſelf for her great {kill at picquet; 
L ſhe challeng'd Grizelda, another anti- 


quated belle, who alſo pretends to be an 


adept in that ſcience, to play with her for 


an hundred guineas the firſt four games in 


ſix; — the other loved money, and, not 
7 doubting ſhe ſhould come off conqueror, 
; readily embraced the propoſal; and the 


night agreed upon between them for the 


deciſion of this event, happen d to be 
that in which 1 went. 


Grizelda came to the 4 _ > did, 
ſo I ſlipp'd in behind and follow'd her up 
ſtairs, where ſhe was received by Lamia 
with the greateſt politeneſs and ſhew of 


affection: till ſupper was ſerved up, the 


diſcourſe between them was only compli- 
ments on each other's beauty and good 


fancy in the choice of their cloaths; Wen 


were indeed very elegant, and would have 


been no leis becoming had time — ſtill 


in 


The Inviſible Spy. 2 


F 
4 4 , * 
Ä ² ͤ—» Qn ee ere I anole go: 


46 De Twoifible IVA 


in his courſe ſome forty or fiſty Years = 3 
the cloth was no ſooner removed than the 


card-table was call'd for, and orders given 


that whoever came chat night ſhould be 


deny'd acceſs, both theſe ladies having 


their own reaſons, as I ſoon after per- 
ceiv*d, that there ſhould be no witneſſes 


of what they were about to do. 


The ladies ſat oppoſite to each other, 


I placed myſelf at the end of the table, 
that being between them I might have 
the better opportunity of obſerving what 
both did: — they were now very ſerious 
and attentive to the buſineſs they were 
upon; — play'd, or rather cheated each. 
other with great caution; for I ſoon per- 


ceived that it was in this latter part of 


the art of gaming that the excellence of 
either chiefly conſiſted. 


For a time each was ſo taken up with 
her own petites fourberies as not to have 
leiſure to obſerve thoſe practiſed by her 


adverſary; — at laſt, however, Lamia 
having retaken in a card ſhe had laid out, 


Grizelda perceiv'd it, and accuſed her of 


the change: — rage and diſdain, on find- 


ing herſelf detected, made the cheeks of 


the other glow with a deeper ſcarlet than 


the carmine had given them; and her 
eyes, even in deſpight of age, {| parkle with. 
_ fires 
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fires which love and youth had never 


power to fill them with: — the other was 


no leſs enflamed; — but their reſentment 


will beſt be ſhewn i in the expreſſions made 
uſe of by themſelves. 


N K „ V 


* * 


Li 


1 


Lamia. I am ſurpriſed you c can ful. 


pect me guilty of ſo mean a thing as 
cheating at cards; — ſure you cannot 


think J value the trifle we are playing 
for. — What is an hundred guineas to 


me ? — I regard an hundred no more 


than a Pinch of ſnuff, 


SGrigelda. Madam, 1 alas an * 


dred guineas as little as yourſelf; — 
but J hate to be impoſed upon. 


Lamia. What do you mean, madam, 
do you Jay I have impaled upon you? 


 Grizelaa. © I ſay you would have done 
it, madam, if my eyes had not been 
quicker than your hands, 


Lamia. Madam, I ſcorn your words 
and if you were not in my own houſe 


ſhould tell you that you lyed. 


Grizelda And if it were not in reſoedt 
to your age, madam, I ſhould tell you 
that 
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that you were a baſe woman, and had 


« invited me hither only to cheat me of 


© my money. 


Lamia. My age, — good lack, — 
my age, — I leave the world to judge 
© which of us two looks the oldeſt. — I 
beg, madam, you will not deceive your- 
ſelt: — it is not your long falſe locks, 
hanging dangling on each fide your 
face, that hide the wrinkles of it, 


C 


R K KA 


Grizelda. I wear no plumpers, madam, 
Do you not remember when one of 


yours dropt out of your mouth at lady 
Betty's drawing-room how all the com- 


. 


out you had loſt half your face? 


J ftarted on hearing this reproach off® 


Grizelda, being at that time utterly un- 


acquainted with the meaning of it; but 
as it is highly probable that a great many * 
of my readers may be as ignorant in this 


point as myſelf then was, I ſhall explain 
it by giving a direction of the uſe and 
preparation of plumpers, as I have ſing 
received it from the waiting-maid offa 
woman of condition, ol 


4 


pany were frighted at you, and cry'd 


A lure | 


ES 


A ſure way to help LanK Citxxks. 


. eſt ſpunge you can get, — cut 


© out of it two {mall bolſters, and place 


e them between your cheeks and teeth, 
if you have any, if not the gums will 


« ſerve to keep them up; — on taking 


them out of your mouth, going to 
4 bed, throw them into a tea- cup of roſe 
or orange- flower water, and let them 


« ſoke all night; — this will not only | 


“ cleanſe them from whatever impuri- 


e ties they may have happen'd to have 


received, but will alſo give a delect- 
« able flavour to the breath. — Pro- 
t batum eſt.“ 


Theſe ladies purſued their mutual al- 


tercations for a conſiderable time, in a 
faſhion which the intelligent reader may 


ealily conceive by the ſample I have 


given; — [ ſhall therefore only ſay, that 
aiter having charg'd each other with all 


the vices and foibles that either of them 


could think of, they at laſt quarrelPd 
themſelves into a reconciliation, —begg*d 


each others pardon, and went to play a 


ſecond time; — then fell out again, and 


provocations on both ſides being re- 


new'd, and reproaches ſtill growing more 
piquant, Lamia tore the cards and threw 


Vor- J. — them ; 
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wo "ARE a piece of the fineſt, clean- 
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50 The Invijible Sev. 
them into the fire; — Grizelda call'd for 
her chair and left the houſe in a great 
fury ; — I gladly follow'd her out, be- 
ing heartily ſick of what I had ſeen ve- 
tween thele fair, or rather unfair anta- 
goniſts; but had no opportunity of get- 
ting away before, as the door had never 
once been open'd. =: 
It was now near two hours paſt mid- 
night, and I found more ſatisfaction in 
the thoughts of going to my repoſe than 
in thoſe diſcoveries my Inviſibility had 
entertain'd me with. — I was making all 
the ſpeed I could to my apartment for 
that purpoſe, — but fate decreed it other- 
wile, and had contrived an accident which 
renew'd all my former curioſity : — in 
my way home I paſs'd through the ſtreet * 
where Marcella lived, and the fight of 
her houſe bringing freſh into my mind 
what the Morning had preſented, I could 
not keep myſelf from ſtopping ſhort to 
make ſome reflections on the conduct of 
that fair fallen angel. | 


She is doubtleſs by this time in the 

© arms of her beloved Fillamour, ſaid I 
to myſelf, and while revelling in the 
* pleaſures of a looſe inclination, forgets 
all ſenſe of honour, — duty, — fame, 
and even what is owing to the merit of 
| | * thoſe 
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thoſe charms nature has endow'd her 
with; — and oh, — ſtrange paradox of 
a vicious flame !—renders herſelf cheap 
and contemptible in the eyes of the 


& 


A 


& 

o | 
very man whole eſteem ſhe moſt wiſhes 

i 


to preſerve. 


| How long I ſhould have remain'd in 
| - this reſvery I know not; but I was rous'd 


from it by the ſudden appearance of Ce- 
ladon, who with a light carry'd before him 
came haſtily down the ſtreet and knock'd 
at his own door : — to ſee him return at 
a time when I knew he was lo little ex- 
pected, made me not doubt but that he 
had receiv'd ſome information of the in- 
jury done him, and came in order to de- 
tect and revenge himſelf on the guilty 
pair: — I trembled for poor Marcella; 
but what grounds I had to da ſo, as well 
as the event of this night's tranſaction, 
mult be left to the next chapter. 
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E | 
Concludes an adventure of a very ſin- 
gular nature in its conſequences. I 
I E anxiety I was under to know | 
what would become of poor Mar- 


cella, immediately determin'd me to follow 
her huſband into the houſe. — A man- 


ſervant not having obey'd his lady's com- 


mands in going to bed, having ſomething 


or other wherewith to employ himſelf in 
his own room, on hearing ſomebody at 


the door look'd through the window, 
and perceiving it was his maſter flew 
down ſtairs and gave him entrance on the 


Arſt Knock, | 1 


Rachel, who had been poſted centry in 
a back - parlour, in order to watch the 
break of day, and conduct Fillamour out 
of the houſe before any of the family were 
ſtiring, now came running out on hearing 
the ſtreet door open'd ; but ſcarce could 


an apparition have ſpread a greater terror 
through her whole frame than did the 


ſight of Celadon at this juncture. 
5 0 Jn Racbel. 


s 1 : 
8 n r ** 
=, REL 25 W 
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* 


Rares Lord, fir, who could have 


A 


a 


home to 1 * 


.Celadon, I did not deſign it, indeed; 
— hut is it ſo ſtrange a thing that a 
man ſhould change his mind 1 


a 


In ſpeaking this he was paſſing on, but 
Me threw herſelf between him and the foot 


of the ſtairs, and catching faſt hold of the 


fleeve of his coat, prevented him from 
going up, with theſe words”: : 


| Rachel. © Oh, dear fir, I beg you will 
© not diſturb my lady ;—ſhe is gone, to 


© bed very much diſcompoſed pray be 
* ſo good as to ſtep into the parlour, — 
there is a good fire, —and I will go and 


ſee if ſhe is awake, and tell her you are 
8 here. 


E To My wife il!—What 3 is the 


= matter with her? 


* 


Rachel. © 1 do not know, vir, but ſhe 

« was ſeiz*d with a ſort of a —I can't tell 
the name of it, —indeed not I; — but I 
believe it was ſomething like a fit, — 
and fo, fir, ſhe went to bed; but I will 


go and let her know you. are come. 
D 3 Celadon. 


thought your ae would have come 
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Celadon. No, no, — ſhe may be 
aſleep, and it would be a pity to wake 
her; — therefore I'll take your advice, 
mrs. Rachel, and fit a little in the par- 


K „ 


. 


* 


ſhall not want any thing to night.“ 


The fellow did as he was command- 
ed; and I could eaſily perceive, by Ra- 
chel's countenace, that ſhe was upon the 
wing to be gone too, impatient, I ſup- 
pole, to apprize Marce}la of what had hap- 
pen'd, and aſſiſt her in contriving ſome 
means for concealing her gallant z — but 
whatever her thoughts were, Celadon had 
that moment got ſomething in his head 
which effectually prevented any ſch-mes 
ſhe might otherwiſe have laid for ſecuring 
the honour of her lady; — Tom was no 
ſooner gone than Celadon took hold of 
both her hands and drew her gently into 
the parlour, with theſe words : 


Celaden. Come, pretty mrs. Rachel, 
if I am ſo complaiſant to my wife's dif- 
order as to refrain going to bed to her, 
I think that I may very well be allow'd 
the pleaſure of your company, by way 
of conſolation. — | 


LM @ @ ©®. @® 


| Rachel. 


Jour. — Tom, do you go to bed, — I + 


e 


=_ - 


K A A „ <a 


— of your own? 
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Rachel. Oh dear, fir, what pleaſure 
can you find in the 9 of ſus ha 
one as 1? 


Cel don. As much as I can wiſh ; — 
come fit down, — nay, you ſhall fit by 
me; — now we are alone there is no oc- 

caſion for all this diſtance between us, 
— I have a great deal to ſay to you ;— 


nothing ſure was ever ſo lucky as my 


coming home to night; — all I could 
have found in the journey! propoſed 
would not have afforded me the thou- 
ſandth part of the ſatis faction I now en- 
Joy in this private interview with my 
dear girl: —in fine, I like you,. I love 
you, — and have long'd almoſt ever 
ſince you came into the family for an 
opportunity to tell you ſo. 


Rachel, *© Lord, fir, how can your 
honour talk ſo, — who have ſo fine a 


AJ 


Celadon. I like my wife very wel as 
a wife; but there is ſomething in the 
tyes of marriage which quite ſuffocate 
and choak up all thoſe deſires which can 
alone give any reliſh to enjoyment. —A 
man goes to bed to his wife as he goes 
to court, becauſe it is the faſhion, and 
D4 2a a fort 
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= 


* 


a ſort of duty which is expected from 
him; and he cannot, without being ill 
look'd upon by the world, be diſpenſed 
from; but flies to the arms of his mi- 
ſtreſs as to a delicious retreat, the choice 
of his own fancy, and well ſtored with 
all that can regale the lenſes. 


Rachel. c b fir, how ſtrangely you 
talk to one! — I wiſh your honour 


would let me go up ſtairs to ſee how 
my lady does. 5 


Celadon. . No, indeed, I ſhall not ſuf- 
fer you to be fo uncharitable as to run 
away and leave me alone here; — if my 
wite wants any thing ſhe will ring her 
Bell, —in the mean time, let us make 
each other as happy as we can.,—Come, 
none of this coyneſs ; — let me tell 
you, child, that too much reſerve in 


pa — a man who loves you, 


s it in his power to make your for- 
tune, is as unbecoming. as too much 
tamiliarity would be in public ; — you 
may depend upon it, that whatever fa- 


vours you beſtow on me ſhall be re- 
turn'd with others no leſs agreeable to 


yourſelf, — I know very well how a 
perſon of my ſtation ought to behave 
towards one of yours in theſe caſes, and 
ſhall act accordingly . 

Rachel 
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Rachel made no reply to all this ; — 
but hung down her head and look'd ex- 
tremely filly, — not that ſhe wanted either 
wit or aſſurance on other occaſions ; but 
at preſent ſhe was quite at a loſs; and it 
muſt be own'd, indeed, that ſuch a criſis. 
afforded ſufficient to perplex | her on a 
double ſcore; — firſt, — the improbabi- 
lity, and even impoſſibility there appear'd 
of concealing her lady's ſecret, which, it 
diſcovered, might prove of the moſt fatal 
conſequence, had thrown her into, and 
ſtill kept her in the utmoſt diſtraction of 
mind :—and, ſecondly, ſurpriſed at the un- 
expected offer made to her by her maſter,. 
join'd with the uncertainty in what man- 
ner ſhe ſhould receive it, might very well 
put her into agitations, ſuch as to render 
her incapable of contriving any thing on 
her miſtreſs's account, or reſolving what 
to do on her own. | 


Celadon, interpreting her fi Rove as a 
half conſent to his defires, began now to 
add kiſſes and embraces to his ſollicita- 
tions ;—the warmth with which he preſs'd 
her ſoon wronght the effect it was intended 
for; though | eafily perceiv'd the moſt 
prevailing : argument he made uſe of was 
taking out his purſe and pouring 3 


guincas into her lap, 
wy The 
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The tranſport which ſparkled in the 


eyes of this mercenary creature, on be- 


holding the glittering bait, put me im- 
mediately in mind of what mr. Dryden 
makes Jupiter ſay in his play of _ 
phytrion : 


0 . ©} 


bt, This ld 1 made a s god than 


; Jove, 
© And gave my own omnipotence away. 


But it is litele to be wonder'd at that 


2 I wy ſuch as this Rachel, ſhould fall 
proſtrate before that reigning idol of the 


world, who has for its votaries not only 
men of the greateſt parts and abilities, 


but alſo too many among thoſe who make 
the higheſt profeſſions of honour, probity, 
and virtue; — nay, I am ſorry to ſay, of 


religion: — daily experience, however, 
and a very ſmall obſervation of the cor- 
ruption of the prefent age evinces this 


melancholy truth, — But to return, 


The amorous Celadon now finding her 
all diſſolv'd, and ſoften'd to his purpoſe, 
proceeded to the greateſt familiarities ;— 
there was no bed, nor even couch in the 
room; but, — as the poet ſays, 
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Z <«f Many a nymph has on the floor been 
- | « ſpread, 

And much good love without a 
my A feather- bed. ö 


3 80 finding a ſcene was likely to enſue, 
> which it was not agreeable to my inclina- - 
tion, or any way proper that I ſhould be 
witneſs of, I withdrew into an adjacent 
parlour, which having a communication 
with this, and the door between them not 
being quite ſhut, I open'd wide enough 
co gain a paſſage, while the lovers backs 
! were turn'd towards that fide of the 
= room. X 


Solitude, — darkneſs, and the pro- 
found ſilence of every thing about me, 
here contributed to promote the moſt 
ſolemn meditations ; — I reflected on the 
extreme folly, as well as wickedneſs, of 
giving way to an inordinate gratification 
of the ſenſes, and the certain' danger, and 

almoſt certain infamy, which attends the 
doing ſo; — on this occaſion ſeveral paſs 
= ſages and accidents relating to many of 
muy acquaintance occurr'd freſh to my 
mind; and when I remember'd how 
; ſome, who: had been endow'd by heaven. 
and fortune with every requiſite, excep- 


ting virtue, to complete their happineſs, 
DP: =. 
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yet by the want of that alone had expoſed. j 


themſelves to a condition the moſt abject 
and contemptible to which a reaſonable 
being can poſſibly be reduced, I could not 
forbear crying out with the inimitable 
Cowley, - 


© All this world's noiſe appears to me, 
But as a dull, ill- acted comedy. 


While I was thus ruminating, and 
wondering within myſelf what would be 
the conſequence of this night's tranſac- 
tion, I perceiv*d, through the crevices of 
the window ſhutters, that the day. began 
to break, and preſently after heard a cer- 


tain ruſtling upon the ſtairs ; — it was 


occaſion'd by Marcella and Fillamour, 
who, on finding Rachel did not come up 
as they expected, and the light was pretty 
far advancing, were creeping foftly down, 
>the noiſe Marcella made in unfaſtening 
the chain that went acroſs the ſtreet- 


door wak'd Celadon and Rachel, who it 


feems had both fallen aſleep ; the former, 
on hearing the noiſe, was running out of 
the parlour to ſee what was the matter ; 
but Rachel prevented him, by ſaying ſhe 
was ſure it was only one of the footmen 
who went out more early than ordinary 
do the ſtable 3 — this excuſe might have 

| * 2 ſolved 


7 Tons 
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| ſolved all, if Marcella herſelf had not 
unluckily been her own betrayer. 


x LION 
* 


That lady, ieonſel beyond dil” 
puſh'd open the door of the room where 
I was, and ruſh'd through it into that 

where Rachel was order'd to attend, be- 
ginning to upbraid before ſhe ſaw her. 


Marcella. So, minx, you have ſerv'd 
me finely; — it is almoſt broad day, 
have knock'd the heel of my ſhoe 
almoſt off, for I would not ring for 

= fear of alarming the family ; — ſup- 

poſe you have been afleep : — this it 
5 is to place 82 dependance on ſervants. 


Celadon, on hearing his wife's voice 
q before ſhe enter'd, had ſtepp'd behind a 
L ſcreen, either ſuſpecting ſomething of the 
truth, or becauſe he was unwilling to be 
ſurprized with Rachel at that hour; and 
Rachel, doubly confounded between her 
lady's reproaches and the knowledge who 
was witneſs of them, that ſhe was utterly 
unable to ſpeak one word for ſome time, 
but ſhook her head, —wink*d, and oin⸗ 
ted to the ſcreen, thinking, by thoſe fig. 
nificant geſtures, to prevent Marcella 
from ſaying any thing farther, *till find- 
0 ing ſhe was again opening her mouth, 
F ſhe recover'd herſelf enough to cry out-: 
[ 5 | Rachel. 
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ERacbel, Lord, madam, — do not 
ſtand talking here, you will certainly 

© get cold and make yourſelf worſe ; — 

© conſider you are half naked; — pray 
go to bed again. VF 


Marcella. What does the wench 


mean; but I ſuppoſe you have been at 


« the ratifie bottle and ſtupified yourſelf, 


according to cuſtom. — Well, tis your 


< own loſs; for I dare ſwear Fillamour 


« would have given you no leſs a preſent 
© than five guineas for your duigence, it 
vou had come up as you ought to have 


done ; tis now quite light in the ſtreet, Y 
© and a thouſand to one but ſome of the 


© neighbours may have ſeen him go out. 


Celadon coming forward. © So, madam, 
1 find you have been diverting your- 
« ſelf, and Fillamour is the man to 


* whom I am oblig'd for giving you 


« conſolation. in my abſence.” 


That perſon muſt know very little of 
nature, who does not eaſily conceive what 

| Marcella felt in ſo ſhocking a juncture ;— 
ſurpriſe, ſhame, and vexation for having 
thus fooliſhly expoſed her guilt, quite 
overwhelm'd her heart —ſhe gave a great 
ſhriek, and ſunk, half fainting, into. a 


Chair; 
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and reſolution than 
ſhe preſently. regain'd her ſpirits; and, 


TT To K 


chair; — Rachel ran to her aſſiſtance, and 
at the ſame time willing to retrieve, if 
poſſ ble, told Celadon that he muſt not 
take any notice of her lady's words; — 
that ſhe went very ill to bed; — that ſhe 


was delirious, and knew not what ſhe 


ſaid.— This, however, had no effect upon 


him, —he was too well convinced of the 


injury had been done him, and loaded his 
tranſgreſſing wife with every invective 
that a huſband, in his circumſtances, 
could invent. F 


But certainly it is impoſſible for any 


woman to behave wh greater courage 
arcella now did ;— 


after having made Rachel leave the, room, 
a moment's reflection ſerved her to reply 
to the reproaches made her by her huſ- 
band, in theſe terms: N 


Marcella. Well, fir, I confeſs appea- 


rances are againſt me, nor do I wonder 
at, nor will reſent the aſperity of your 
treatment ; — though guilty of no real 
crime, my vanity has led me into a 
folly which merits all you have ſaid to 
me. — I have not, in fact. diſhonour'd 


this night has only mortified the pride 
and arrogance of a. man who would 
6 have 
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either myſelf or you, and my behaviour 
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have rivad you in my eſteem and 


| affection. 


ao 


Celadon. So you went to bed to 


him, merely to convince him of your 


efteem and affection for me? 


Mhr cells: 6 Ya i incongruous as it may 
ſeem, ] did ſo; — ! had heard that the 


vain fellow boaſted no woman could 


reſiſt him, if once he had an opportuni- 


ty to preſs his ſuit :—on this I refolv'd - 


to give him one as full as he could aſk, 
or man obtain, — I admitted him into 


my chamber; — nay, into my bed, — 
liſten'd to all the arguments he could 


urge to work me to his will; and, 
when his whole ſtock of rhetoric, on 


that occaſion, was exhauſted, ſnew'd 
him that the wife of Celadon could 
love no other man: — I repulſed him 

in a manner which made him afham'd' 
of his attempt; — but had he not been 


fo, and had proceeded to gain by force 
thoſe favours I refuſed to grant, Rachel 
was planted here, in order to come. up 
to my aſſiſtance and prevent his efforts. 


Celadon. Excellent, i'faith, beyond 


imagination; — I have been told, in- 


deed, that a woman need but look down 
upon her * to find an excuſe 


for 


* A „ * 


* 


guilty of; but this of yours is ſuch a 


one as cannot fail of giving a good 


A 


deal of diverſion in a court of judi- 
cature; tho? I ſcarce think it will fave 
either Fillamour's eſtate from the pe- 
nalty the law inflicts on an attempt to 
baſtardize an honourable family, or his 
throat from the juſtice of my ſword.” 


| The boldneſs of Marcella was not to 


be aw'd by theſe menaces; — ſhe found 


he had too much underſtanding to be 
impoſed upon by the ſhallow artifice the 
had made uſe of; that he now heartily 


deſpis'd her, and that ſhe had no longer. 
any meaſures to preſerve with him; — 
therefore, collecting all the courage ſhe 


was miſtreſs of, the threw her eyes upon 
him with a contempt equal to that with 
which he look'd upon her, and made 


him this reply: 
Marcella. 'Tis mighty well, fir, — 


” you are. at your liberty to make uſe of 
all the weapons you fancy are in your 


power for revenge; but I would have 
you remember, that whether Fillamour 


cuts your throat, or you cut his, and 


arc hang'd for it, the matter will be. of 
little importance to me: -— and as for a 
court of judicature, 1 believe you will 

5 « find 


"= 
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for the moſt enormous crime ſhe can be 
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find it very difficult to make good any 


accuſations you may exhibit againſt me 


6 

there: — no one ever faw me in bed 
* with Fillamour, much leſs can prove 
4 


any criminal converſation between us, 
ſo that the ridicule would turn Wholly 
upon yourſelf; and, perhaps, provoke 
me, as | have had no child by you, to 
bring in a bill of impotency, in which 
caſe I ſhould have all my fortune re- 
turn'd, — a thing your prefent circum- 


* ſome part of your eſtate is alrcady 
* mortgaged.” : 


To all this Celadon was able to wake 
no other reply, than that he ſtood amazed 


at her audacity ;—that he found ſhe was 


abandon'd to all ſenſe of ſhame ; that ſhe 
was a monſter of impudence, and fuch 
like; at which ſhe ſeemed not. in the 


leaſt mov'd, but proceeded to reaſon with 
him in the ſame determin'd faſhion ſhe 
had began. 5 5 


Marcella. Look you, Celadon, all the 
fury you can be poſſeſs'd of will remedy 
nothing; — let us argue like rationaf 


creatures: — whatever opinion we may 
have of each other, the only way to 
preſerve either of our characters is to 
live well together in the eyes of the 
1 world; 


ſtances would not very well bear, as 
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world; — I tell you that I am innocent, 


and it is for your eafe and intereſt, as 
well as mine, that you ſhould bels 
I am ſo; which if you do, I faithfully 
promiſe to regulate my conduct in ſuch 
a manner as to bring no diſreputation 
on myſelf or diſhonour to you; — but 
if you fly 1ato extremes you will oblige 
me to do the ſame, and what but our 
mutual infamy and deſtruction tan be 
the end of ſuch a conteit ? I leave you 
to conſider on what I have ſaid, and 
wait your cooler moments for an an- 
ſwer.“ | 


With theſe words ſhe went haſtily out 


of the room; — Celadon offer'd not to 


detain her, but continued walking back- 
wards and forwards, teſtifying, by "ſeveral 


diſordered geſtures, the inward agitations 
of his mind ; after ſome moments paſs'd 
in the ſilent expreſſions of his rage, he 
call'd to the ſervants, moſt of whom 
were now ſtirring, to get a bed prepared 


for him in another chamber ; but I am of 
opinion, that when he retired: thither, it 


was leſs to ſleep than to reflect how it 
would beſt become him to behave under 


the ſhocking circumſtance he was now 


nv olved in. 


Finding 
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Finding no ale diſcoveries were 
likely to be made at this time, I left the 


houſe on the firſt opening of the ſtreet- 
door and return'd home; where, fatigued 


as I was for want of reſt, the aſtoniſh- 
ment J was in at the behaviour of Mar- 
Cella would not fuffer the leaſt amder 


to cloſe my eyes. 


For ſome days I was extremely impa- 


tient to know the reſult of this affair; but 
hearing no talk of it about town, began 
to conclude that the wife's arguments 


had prevail'd, and the huſband had ſub- 


mitted his reſentment to his convenience; 


AI ſoon found I was not deceived in my 
conjectures, for in leſs than a week I faw 


Celadon and Marcella taking the air to- 


gether in their own coach, with the ſame 


appearance of ſerenity in both their coun- 
tenances as if nothing of the adventure 


'I have been relating had ever happen'd. 
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FTE 
Contains the hiſtory of a diftreſs, which, 
according to the author's private 


opinion, is much more likely to excite 
lau g ter than commiſeration. 


MELISS aA. by all who know her, 


is accounted. one of the moiſt vain 


of her ſex: — true, — ſhe is ſo ; — but | 


then her vanity appears to me to be of a 
ſpecies far different from that which other 
women are ordinarily poſſeſs'd of; — her 
glaſs, whenever ſhe looks into it, which 
is not ſeldom, preſents her with the view 
of ten thouſand graces; — ſhe ſees v 

woll that ſhe is handſome, —finely ſhaped, 


—and has ſomething. peculiarly engaging. 


in her mien and air; — yet does ſhe not 
plume herfelf on the perfections ſhe is 
miſtreſs of, or is at all thankful to nature 


for having beſtowed them on her ;—this 


ſome people at firſt. may think is the 
very reverſe: of vanity, yet is it in effect 
the quinteſſence. of it; — the caſe is, 
that ſhe would be the only fair, — the 
only lovely, — the only Venus, — the 
ſole object of attracting univerſal love 


and admiration; and every lingle charm 
: "we 
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ſhe finds in any other face, gives her 


more pain than all thoſe in her own can 
give her ſatisfaction. 


Every little regard, or act of compali- 
ſance, paid to another in her preſence, ſhe 
looks upon as a kind of indignity to 
herſelf, and is a mortal ſtab to her pride; 
and, as it is impoſſible for her not to 
meet frequently with ſuch ſhocks, ſhe is 


perpetually racking all the invention ſhe | 


is miſtreſs of to render herſelf more con- 


ſpicuous, and to force, as it were, that 
attention which ſhe finds her beauty alone 


is inſufficient to excite. 


1 had heard at fall the 8 of 


this fine court belle, — had been ſeveral 


times in her company, and ſeen verified 


all I had been told concerning the extrava- 


gance of her humour; — yet, I know not 


how it happen'd, but paſſing by her houſe, . 


and ſeeing a good number of chairs 
and livery ſervants about the door, I 
ſtepp'd in and went directly up to her 


drawing-room, where I found her en- 
cirlced by about a dozen perſons of 


diſtinction of both ſexes. 


It was the evening before the birth. 
day, and when ! enter'd, the converſation 
among them ents wholly on the ode 

com- 
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compoſed by mr. Cibber on that occaſion, 


molt of them having heard the rehearſal 
of it; but ſoon after they fell on tHe more 


important ſubject of dreſs, — every one 


diſcanting on the fancies of all her acquain- 


tance, finding a thouſand faults, and no 
one thing. to approve, each concluding 


7 what ſhe had to ſay with an,—* I wonder 


people of faſhion can have ſuch vulgar 
© taſtes.” — The gentlemen alſo, in com- 


 plaifance to the ladies, affected to be 
connoiſſeurs in this point, and ridiculing 


all that were abſent gave no praiſes but 


to the preſent, as will appear by 2" 


[ſpeeches made oy ſome of them. 


Beau Gar. 0 Indeed, ladies, I think 
« dreſs is the only true touch- ſtone of a 
« fine woman's genius; and ſhe who is 


< indelicate in that, igad, muſt be ſo in 
every thing elle. 


Monſieur La Mot. I have the honour 


to be entirely of your opinion, fir, — 
nothing can be more juſt than the ob- 
ſervation you have made; — yet cer- 
tainly an elegance of dreſs is a thing 
ſo little underſtood, that I believe out 
of this room there are ſcarce three 


to ſet themſelves off to any advantage. 


Meliſſa. 
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Meliſſa. As to that, monſieur, — a 
woman who is really agreeable need be 


at no pains to appear ſo; — but I de- 


teſt every thing that is common; — I 
hate your gold and filver ſtuffs, — 


your brocades, — your velvets, — and 


embroideries ;—you ſee them upon the 
backs of every one who has either 
money or credit to purchaſe them. 


Tesbia. That is true, indeed, my 


dear; but it you exclude all theſe 
things, what in the name of wonder 
can a woman of condition find proper 
to appear in at court ? 


Meliſſa. Oh there are a thouſand 
pretty whims ;—Do you not remember, 


that on my firft going to the drawing- 


room after the Prince's mourning Was 


over, I had a gauſe mantau and petti- 


O 


coat, flouriſhed with twenty different 
colours; — every one was charm'd with 
the oddneſs of the fancy. 


Lesbia. Yes, I remember it very 


well, and that the weather being pretty 
cool you got a fore throat which confin'd 
you to your chamber for ten days after- 


wards. — For my part, I think one 
- nes OE « ought. 


9 ought always to ſuit one's cloaths ac- 
© cording to the ſeaſon of the year. 


- Meliſſa. * Then I ſuppoſe you will be 


< draw'd forth to-morrow in lome heavy 
£c brocade or other. 


Teßbia. No, — I ſhall have only a 
© roſe-colour'd damaſk, flounced with a 


point 1144. e 


Ds this, two or three of the 4 


ladies gave a deſciption of the habits 


they had prepared to do honour to the 
enſuing auguſt day; but Meliſſa men- 


tion'd 1 not a word of what ſhe intended 
to wear, till being aſk'd the queſtion, ſhe 
told them that ſhe ſhould have only a 


flight ſattin, not ſtrip'd, — not either 
flower'd in the loom nor embroider'd 
with the needle, yet it would. be ſuch as 


| ſhe doubted not but would attract che 


eyes of the whole aſſembly upon it. 


She bad no ſooner ended theſe words, 
than e e who had not ſpoke 


before, cried out, — * Nobody can doubt 


the excellence of your fancy ;—bur yet, 
my dear, I believe I ſhall have the plea- 
© ſure of dividing with you the attention 


+. of the company; ior 1 mall have a ſuit 


Vor. J. E. CE. 


The Inviſible Spy. 73 


1 4 
12 LY 

" be 1 
5 1 
5 1 

* j 

ok ; 
4" 

"F< 

2 $8 

A * 
| 145 
5 * 

* 

* LS J bs. 
n - = 
1:4 is - 
1 4 
"Lhd 1 

y 2 $ 
IP : 

*% DJ * 14 

Lf OE 3x * 

1 

FR 4 4 
Ry 
* ! 
q q 
b j 
7 
* * P 
NG 1 
7 4 
3 
* _ x 
* © 
x] 
* 
o — 
7 "=" 
. 4 
x } 
* & 
© ES 184 
F 
* 5 
= x 
. ; 
£4 . 
; : 4 
INS g 4 
75 
"Is 7 
? f3 x 
2 . | 
. "== 
1 0 
3 , 
4 
1 75 
N 
: x 
* F 

: 1 

1778 
3 0 * 

We o 
7 

13 ; 
5 . 
1 45 
os 

GN * 
82 3 . g N 

BS 

L 4 4% 1 

- » * 

2M , 

. , 

. 2 

7 3 

E 7 

I'S 
4 

* 

1 75 

N 

1 4 

* 

OS: © ? 

= = 
= = 

3 Z 

8 ?- 
IX, VS 
| 1 : 
3% 


74 | | The Inviſi ble Sp P v. 


* of cloaths which will certainly appear 
« the geateſt oddity that ever was ſeen.” 


Every mouth in the: room, except my 
own, was now open to entreat her lady 
thip to give them ſome idea of this cu- 
riolity :—ſhe had too much good nature 
to refuſe their requeſt, and preſently 
made this anſwer : * 


Lady Twinkle. I will not be fo 
* yain as to aſſume the merit of the in- 
vention; — no, it was brought to me 
on the wheel of fortune, — a mere 
accident, — I only improved the hint, 
© as you ſhail ſee; for I will ſend both 
for the petticoat and the piece of ſilk 
from which I took the Pattern. 
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— 
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She ſaid no more, but ſtarting from 
her ſeat ran directly to the head of the 
ſtair-caſe, — called her ſervant, who was 
waiting below, and ordered him to 20 
home and fetch the things ſhe had men- 
tion'd ; — as her houſe was no farther off 
than the next ſtreet, the fellow return'd 
immediately with them :—the bundle was 
no ſooner brought into the room than ſhe. 
open'd it, and thew'd the company about 
a yard of white ſattin, painted in water 
colours, with cupids, ſome flying, others 
ſtanding, but all of them with their bows 

extended 


were every where ſcatter'd, in a careleſs 
manner, upon the piece. | 


There was no time for one ſyllable to 
be utter*d, either in praiſe or diſpraiſe 
of this pretty fancy; — the moment lady 


Twinckle had ſpread it on à table Me- 


liſſa ſent forth a loud ſhriek, which, to- 
gether with the exclamations that enſued, 


threw every one into the utmoſt aſtoniſh- 


ment. 


Meliſſa. * Confuſion, —diſtraction, —is 
© it poſſible— What can this mean, ma- 
dam; that piece of ſilk is mine, as well 
© as the invention painted upon it. Pray 
© how came it into your ladyſhip' s poſ- 


© ſeſſion ?—But wherefore need J aſk, — 


© the caſe is plain enough, — that villain 
Pencil, after the handſome preſent 1 
had made Fg for ſecrecy, over and 
above paying him for his work, has 
- moſt cruelly betray'd me, expoſed my 
© contrivance to you, and ruin'd my 


deſign. 


i 


* 


Lady 7 winckle; 1 am ſtrangely far. 
priſec; ; — ſure this is the oddeſt thing 
that ever happen'd. Indeed, my dear, 
I little thought that | was ſhewing you 
your own ;—bur would not have you 


E 2 « lay 


. 
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. the blame on mr. Pencil; — upon 
my honour the poor man is perfectly 
innocent in what you accule him of; 
for though I was at his Hop one day 
laſt week, and bought a five guinea 
fan of him, he never once mention'd 
your name, or that he had been em- 
ploy'd by you in any work : - but I Will 
tell you the whole matter; — my Wo- 
man, you muſt know, wanting ſome— 
thing to new robe a gown J had lately 
given her, went among the piece-brokers 
behind St. Clement's church, where ſhe 
made a purchaſe of this remnant ; — on 
her bringing it home I was vaſtly taken 
with the whim, and reſolved to have 
ſomething like it for a birth- day ſuit; 
— accordingly I fet a fan-painter o 
< work upon the pattern, only directed 
him to make ſome few alterations, 
< which you ſhall be Judge whether for 
« the better or not. 


„ 6 9 'M W K . aA 6 8 


Mel: fa. Then it is by chic: mantua- 
maker IT have been thus baſely uſed. — 
1 could forgive the wretch fer ſtealing 
< my fiik; — I know. thoſe creatures 
© make it a part of their trade to do 
* fo, and will rather ſpoil one's cloaths 
© than loſe what they look upon as their 

< perquiſites; and for that reaſon ! al- 
ways allow five or ſix yards more than 

| S728 
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cM neceſſary : ; — but to be fo hafty 1a 
the diſpoſal of her theit, — to let what I 
„nad invented on purpole to be pat— 
© ticular be jeen in the ſhop of à con- 
* mon piece- broker, before | had worn it. 
« myſelf, is ſuch a piece of impudence as 
deſerves, and ſhall mect with all the 
« miſchief I can do her.? 


No reply was made to what ſhe ſaid ;— 
lady Twinckle had by this time untfuldec 
| her petticoat, the ſight of which ſufi- 
ciently employ d every eye and tongue in 
the room; — that lad y had indeed great⸗ 
ly improv'd upon NIeIiſſa's tancy ; for 
beſides the ground cf tlie ſattin bing ail 
ver ſroſted, as it were, Wit Halver, Lie 
wings of the cupids and the ba. bs ot their 
arrows were much better delineated, and 
the hearts diſperſed in a more clegant 
manner; — Meliſſa, at ſight of it, was 
ready to ſwoon, and the high commenda- 
tions ſhe heard given of it by the whole 
company increaſed her diforder. — Mon- 
ſieur La Mot, happening to turn his 
head that way, and perceiving the con- 
fuſion ſhe was in, thought to remedy it 
by making her che following compliment: : 


Monſieur La Mol. Well, madam. 

* whatever praiſes lady Twinckle may 
gat firſt receive on account of this moſt 
- 3 „ 
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* agreeable whim, they will afterwards 


* naturally recoil on you, as being the 
* firſt inventor. 


Lady Twinckle. * Indeed I ſhall do 
Meliſſa the juſtice to acknowledge it. 


Melia. Oh, madam, your ladyſhip 
* need not give yourſelf any trouble 
about the matter; for I ſhall neither 
go to court to-mcrrow, nor ever put 
the cloaths upon my back. 
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Lady Twinckle. I am ſorry, my 
dear, to find you are ſo much diſcon- 
© certed, eſpecially as I know myſelf the 
innocent occaſion. —But ſure my having 

* a gown ſomething like yours will not 

+ kinder you from paying your obedience 


nd 


© to the royal prelence, 


ITY p * * 4 * ah - 8 
Was r ee, meters: rap” — —_— ů ——— — 


GGG 
a a n * 5 1 : Lb 8 8 
—————  —  ———  — __ __ Eid, —— — A 8 r A . n r . 
” N C 5 


Meliſſa. Since I am ſo unlucky to be 
fruſtrated in my expectation, I do not 
chuſe to appear in a thing ſo exactly of 
the ſame deſign, and ſo inferior in the 
execution, to that your Jadyſhip will 
have on ; therefore ſhall not attempt to 
divide with you any part of the atten- 
tion of the aſſembly. | 
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TLesbia. What a pity it is one has not 
the ſame liberty of going to cou: t as to 
Ty a a mat- 


—— — 
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1 maſquerade, in an antic habit, — if 
© fo, you might have render'd yourſelf as , 
conſpicuous as a certain lady of our ac- 
s quaintance did at the Venetian Ball in 
the character of Iphigenia.” 


7 


Here enſued a general laughter, and 
hs conduct of that lady hinted at by 
Leſbia gave occaſion to many ſarcaſms, 
which J Torbear to repeat on account of 
their ſeverity. —Melifla, however, in ſpite 

of her known talent fot ſatire, was en- 
tirely filent on the ſubject, than which 

there conld rot be a greater proof how 
much her mind was taken up with the 
0 accident that had befallen herſelf, 


Is required, indeed, no | great ſhare of 
penetration to diſcover that it was with 
the utmoſt difficulty this diſappointed 
belle reſtrained her ill humour within the 
bounds of decency while the company 
ſtaid; but they had no fooner taken leave 
than ſhe gave a looſe to all the agitations 
the was poſſeſs' d of, and burſt into fuch 
extravagancies of grief and rage, that 
whoever had ſeen her, without knowing 
the cauſe, muſt have imagin'd ſome fatal 
chance had deprived her of all the friends 
and fortune ſhe had to boaſt of in the 
world. 1 


E Awhile 


9 


— — — 
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Awhile ſhe wept, and utter'd the moſt. 
piteous lamentations; — then rav'd and 


call'd haſtily for the unlucky garment 
that had been the cauſe of her preſent 


woe; — fhe ſtamp'd it under her feet 
upon the floor ; — then fnatching it up 
ery'd, — © T he ſight of it never ſhall of- 
« fend me more; — and with theſe words 
was about to throw it upon the fire; but 
her maid, who was a quick- witted ſpright- 
ly girl, catch'd hold of her arm, and pre- 
vented her from doing what ſhe » ahi 


with this Remonſtrance: 


A F Dear coat; do not quite 
* demoliſh this pretty gown: — if you 
© refclve never to wear it, you may make 


it into charming furniture : — bc fides, 
© thought is juſt now come into my 


* head, how ſome part of it may afford 


you an ample revenge on lady Twinckle 


or ſteal! ng your invention. 


Mels 2 ; Revenge | | — oh that it were 


in my power: — but tell me how, — 
by what means can 1 accompliſh it? 


Maid. Firſt, bin me know, madam, 
« whether you can remember exactly the 


alterations made by lily Twinckle? 


Meliſſe. i 
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2228 O, yes petfectly well: — 
the fight of that deteſted petticoat, me- 


thinks, is {till before my eyes. 


Maid „Well then, madam, if you 
approve of the contrivance, I will take 
as much out of the tail of the gown as 


will make a robe de chambre for the 


monkey T you muſt give mr, Pencil 
directions to change the pattern juſt like 


lady Twinckle's; — if he fits up all 


night about it, a ſmall preſent will make 
him amends; and I will undertake to 
run up the habit, and a head-dreſs and 


three double ruffles, time enough for 


Pug to make her appearance when the 
ladies are going into court. 


© Melia. : Thou wouldſt 1 not cf ber | 


EB " Oy Pe 


thither? 


Maid. Not into the palace, madam ; 3 
— tho? tis poſſible there may be as ifl 


figures there; — but my intention is to 


ar tend lady Pug into the Mall;,—faunter 
about with her in- St. James s plazza, 


and towards the foot of the oreat ſtaiſs 


where all the company go up: — 1 
warrant we fhall have eyes enough 


upon us. 


- 
* 

4 > 
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Meliſſa. * Sure there never-was ſuch a 
charming plot: — dear girl, I could al- 
moſt kiſs thee for it; — to ſee the 
monkey below, and lady Twinckle 
above in juſt the ſame livery, — oh ! it 
will be a laſting jeſt, and turn all the 
admiration ſhe expects into ridicule ; 
— but no time is to be loſt, — let John 
run this inſtant to mr. Pencil's, and 


N a „ AA 6A „ A 


A 


diſappoinment would quite break my 
—_— 4th 


fk $6 


The waiting-maid flew to do. as ſhe 
was commanded, and I retired at the 
fame time, ſmiling within myſelf to have 
ſeen how much it is in the power of the 
ſmalleſt trifle, relating to dreſs and orna- 
ment, to diſcompoſe a woman whoſe ſole 
ambition is to attract public admiration. 


I had the curioſity, however, to go the 
next day about one o'clock to St. James's, 
where I found the plot I had heard con- 
certed was carry'd into execution; Me- 
lifa's monkey, attended by her maid. 
were there before me; and certainly a 
more diverting ſight could not be ſeen; 
— the girl had, indeed, diſcover'd an 
uncommon ingenuity in the management 
of this affair; — ſhe had not only deco- 

£3, £200 bk J 


find him wherever he is; — a ſecond 
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rated madam Pug in all the punctilios 
of a fine lady, but alſo dexterouſſy 
faſten'd the fore limbs cloſe to its ſides, to 
prevent it either from Jumping or affront- 
ing its new quality by going upon all 
four; fo that the little creature walk' d 
erect and ſtately on its hind feet amidſt a 
crowd of laughing, 3 led by its 
careful conductreſs by a piece of broad 
white ribband fixed to the neck of the 
robe de chambre: — moſt of the ladies, 
and ſeveral gentlemen ſtopp'd in their 
chairs to pay their compliments to the 
burleſque belle; and no ſmall notice was 
taken of the Nane n on 5 gar- 
ment. | 


On this I could not doubt but as 
contrivance would have all the ſucceſs 
aim'd at by Meliſſa and her maid, and 
was afterwards aſſured of it by a friend 
who was that day at court, and told me 
that a general whiſper, accompanied with 
a ſneer, ran through the whole aſſemhly 
on ſeeing lady TwWwinckle's cloaths ;—her 
ladyſhip, it ſeems, has ſince been made 
| fully acquainted with the matter, and is 
Jo incenled againſt Meliſſa, that ſhe will 
not come into any place where ſhe is» 


A CHAP, 


4 
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CHAP. vl. 


Shews, that tho” a remiſſneſs of care 
"in the bringing up of children, can 
Fearce fail of being attended with 


very bad conſequences ; yet that an 
over exact circumſpection, in minute 
things, may ſometrmes prove equally - 
pernicious to their future welfare. 


VIRIO Us were the reports con- 

cerning Alinda, both while ſhe was 
alive and after her deceaſe; but all the 
world could ſay with any certainty, either 
of her affairs or eonduct, might be com- 
n in the following articles: : 


That ſhe was the only child of a very 
eminent and wealthy merchant in the 
city, who, on the death of his wife, left 
off buſineſs, and having purchaſed an 
eſtate of near a thouſand pounds a year in 
the country, retired thither to paſs the 
remainder of his days, taking Alinda with 
him, at that time about ten years of age. 


That through ſome peculiarities in his 
temper ſhe was educated in a very odd 
_ 
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faſhion, — ſecluded from all converſation 
with the neighbouring gentry, and ſcarce 


ſuffer'd to ſpeak to any one out of their 
own family. 


That after his death, which Bappeltd 
in her ſeventeenth year, ſhe return'd, with 
the conſent of her guardians, to London, 
— lived in a manner ſuitable to her for- 
tune, and had many advantageous offers 
of marriage, all which ſhe rejected with- 
out giving 220 reaſon for doing ſo. 


That at one and twenty fhe fell into a 
waſting diſorder, which was judged to 
proceed rather from ſome inward grief 
preying upon her fpirits, than from any 
diſtemper of the body ʒ—it baffled, how- 
ever, all the ſkill of the phyſicians, and 
ſhe expired after a tedious languiſhment 
of near three years, leaving the poſſeſſion 
of her eſtate to a nephew of her father's, 
who was the next of kin. 


All theſe things; I ſay, were oö — 
but as to the motive which made her 
avoid liſtening to any propoſals for 
changing her condition, or the cauſe of 
that melancholy which brought on her 
death, every one ſpoke of them as they 
thought proper, and according as the dil- 

pPoſitions 
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poſitions of their own hearts inclined 
them to judge. 


Few, however, were chart table enough 
to put the beſt conſtruction on her con- 
duct; — ſome ſaid ſhe was a man-hater 
ethers, that loving the ſex too well ſhe 
could not think of entering into a ſtate . 
which mulſt confine her to one alone: — 
| thoſe who entertain'd the moſt favourable 

opinion, imagined ſhe had unhappily en- 
gaged her heart where there was no poſſi- 
bility of a return: — this laſt conjecture 


ſeem'd, indeed, moſt probable, and gain d 


ground after the fell into that hea 
languor which excluded her from all thoſe 
pleaſures ſne had been accuſtom'd to par- 
take, and at length deprived her of life; 
— but all this, to make uſe of the vulgar 
adage, was ſpeaking without beok n 
Gift of Inviſibility gave me alone the 
means of penetrating into the oat 


As I had been acquainted 0 "lh 
and viſited. her while ſhe continued to ſec 
company, I frequently ſent, or call'd, to 
enquire after her health ; — one day when 
I did o, a ſervant belonging to her kinſ- 
man and heir at law, came to the door at 
the ſame time, and we both received for 
aniwer, that ſhe expired the night, before. 


{ 


The 
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maſter, to whom theſe tidings would pro- 
bably be not unwelcome; and I went 
home, clapp'd on my Belt of Inviſtbility, 
and return'd in a ſhort time to the houſe 
of Alinda ;—the reader will perhaps won- 
der for what reaſon, and it is not fit I 
ſhould * him in ignorance. 


There was a clergyman lived in the 
houſe with her, and perform'd the office 
of a chaplain; — he was a perſon who 


her father having conceived a high opi- 


nion of had taken into his family, and 


ſet over her in the manner of a preceptor, 


and he had ever ſince continued with her; 
I had feveral times dined with him at her 
table, and perceived he profeſſed an ex- 


traordinary ſanctity and the extremeſt 


regard for the welfare of his fair patro- 


neſs ;—and this it was that made me de- 
firous of ſeeing in what. manner he would 


behaye upon her death. 


1 expected to have found him i in 
his own chamber, be wailing the early fate 
of ſo beneficent a friend, or ſitting by 


her corpſe religiouſly moralizing on the 


ſhadowy happineſs of this tranſitory 
world ; but atter feeking him in vain, in 


theſe and feveral other rooms, at laſt I 


dilcover'd 
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diſcover'd him in a cloſer, where I knew 
ſne repoſited her things of greateſt value; 
— he was buſily employ'd in rummaging 
her buroe, from the little cell of which 
I ſaw him convey, as near as I could 
gueſs, between two and three hundred 
pieces of gold, and ſeveral bank bills to a 
much greater amount; — he then pull'd 
out a drawer which contain'd her jewels ; 
— he firſt took up one, — then another, 
— ſurvey*d them with a greedy eye, but 
laid them down again and ſhut the 
drawer ; but, after a moment's pauſe, 
open'd it a ſecond time and took out a 
ring ſet round with large brilliants, — © I 
may keep this, cry'd he, it will ſcarce 
be miſs'd; — or if it be, I can pretend 
ſhe made me a preſent of it in her life- 
time, and nobody will ſuſpect the con- 
« trary.'— Here he gave over his ſearch, 
lock*d the buroe, put the key into his 
pocket, and went into his own room. 


3 A 


It would be Bard for me to cenie, 
whether aſtoniſhment or indignation was 
moſt predominant in me at this fi oht ;— 
I wiſh'd never to have beheld it, or that 
I had been at liberty to pluck the ſacred 
robe from off the back of that vile pro- 
phaner of his order ;—I was going away 
with a mind more troubled than I can 
well expreſs, when one of Alinda's maids 


came 


came running into the room with a ſeal'd 
packet in her hand, and deliver'd it to this 


diſciple of Judas Iſcariot, telling him at 


the ſame time, that it had been found 
under her miſtreſs's pillow juſt after her 
death ; but that ſhe had forgot in the hurry 
to bring it to him before. © 


He aply'd, with an affected indiffe- 
rence, that it was very well; — that he 
would look over the papers and take care 
that whatever injunctions they contain'd 


ſhould be fulfill'd, and with theſe words 


n her. 


The ſuperſcription on the cover of this 


packet was to a lady with whom Alinda 
had been extremely intimate, but had not 
ſeen for a conſiderable time, ſhe being 
excluded, as well as the reſt of her ac- 
quaintance, after ſhe fell into that deep 


melancholy which ended her days; — the 


prieſt immediately broke the feal, and 


found a little letter to the above men- 


tion'd lady, — the contents whereof were 
as follow: A 


\ 


66 Digs: Maran, 
Gr 6 © - AT I have not ſeen you fo 
9 long has not been owing to want 
* of friend{hip, but to a reſolution of 

* nn myſelf of as thing that 


e was 
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« was agreeable to me in life; and that 
& [ do not now, in theſe laſt moments of 
„my lite, afk to ſee you is only becauſe 
& ['would not tax your pity with the fight 
e of ſo ſad an object; am blaſted, my 
„ dear iriend, wither'd in my bloom, and 
& ſcarce the ſhadow of what i was; the 
& encloſed memoirs will inform you of 
«© the cruel cauſe, which I entreat you 
« will publiſh to the world after my de- 
„ ceaſe ; the ſhocking tale may perhaps 
c be a ſerviceable warning to ſome pa⸗ 
« rents as well as children: — I have 
« given my couſin orders con- 
« cerning ſome things I would have 
« dane, among, the number of which is, 
se that he will preſent you with my hoop 
& diamond Ting ;——1 beg you will accept 
and wear it in 1 remembrance of 


Your dying friend, 
|  ALmDpa. 


He ſtarted, — bent his brows, turn'd 
pale and red by turns, and feem'd in 
great confuſion while looking over this. 
little epiſtle; but all his emotions were 
very much- increaſed on examining the 
papers that accompany'd it; — ſtill as he 
read he tore the leaves aſunder and 
threw them on-the fire, which happening 


rot to burn very fiercely, I was quick 
enough 
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enough to ſnatch from the intended de- 


vaſtation and convey into my pocket, 


F while he was taken up with the remain- 
ing pages, thought himſelf ſecure by the 
tale of his miſdeeds being extinct in all 


| devouring flames. 


He had but juſt Gniſhed, when a ſer- 


vant came running into the room, and 
told him that mr. ***** was below, and 


having been informed that Alinda's keys 


had been deliver'd to him, demanded to 
ſpeak with him immediately ;—on this the 
artful hypocrite compoſed his counte- 
nance, drew every feature into the at- 
titude of ſolemn fadneſs, and holding a 
white  handkerchicf to his eyes, went 
down to act the part he thought would 
beſt become him before the alm of 
Alinda. 


I follow'd . at his heels into ts 


parlour, where mr. a and two other 


perfons waited for him ;—he began, with 
well diſſembled grief, to expatiate on 


the loſs the world had in ſo excellent a 
lady as Alinda: and fail'd not, in his ha- 
rangue, artfully to intermix ſome praiſes 
on himſelf, for the good principles his 
precepts had ingrafted on her mind. 
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Mr. ***** ſeem'd to take very little 
notice of all he ſaid on this occaſion and 
prevented him from going ſo far as per- 
haps he otherwiſe would have done, by 
telling him, in a very grave and referv'd 
tone, That he was in great haſte at preſent ; 
— that he came thither only to give the 
neceſſary orders concerning his coufin's 
funeral; and that till the melancholy 
ceremony was over, he ſhould put a friend 
in poſſeſſion of the houſe, and whatever 
effects it contain'd ; therfore expected the 

keys of every thing ſhould be 1mme- 
diately deliver'd. 


To this the parſon reply? dS is that he 
had got them into his hands with no other 


view than to ſecure them for him, who 


had the undoubted right to all which his 
dear benefactreſs had been miſtreſs of ;— 
For indeed, continued he, I appre- 
hended ſome foul play might have been 
attempted, as at the hour of her deceaſe 
ſhe had none but ſervants about her, 
ſome of whom had been too Jately taken 
into the family to have given any great 
proofs of their integrity.” 


Q 


K 


After this they went chro every 
room, examining what was to be found ; 
all which —_— as yet,. afforded the 

= | _ heir 


n Pres PR 4 W 
... Ä 


The Inwviſible Spy. 93 


2 no reaſon for complaint: on open- 


ing the abovemention'd buroe, and look- 
ing over Alinda's jewels, he miſs*d not 
the ring he had been defrauded of; but 
when the other private drawers prefented 
him ſo little of what he expected, he 
could not forbear diſcovering ſome ſuſ- 


picion, as it muſt be own'd he had ſuf. 


ficient. cauſe; for the perſon who had 
been 33 with him in the ſearch, 


had left no more than eight guineas and 


one ſix- and- thirty piece in ſpecie, with 
three or four bills of an inconſiderable 


value. 


I am ſurpriſed, ſaid mr. *****, that a 
* woman of my conſin's fortune ſhould 


leave herſelf ſo bare of caſh; and can- 


© not imagine by what means ſhe diſſipa- 


ted ſo large a yearly income. Alas, 


* fir,” reply d the pretended zealot, with 
his hands and eyes lifted up to heaven, — 
it ought not to appear ſtrange to you, 
that a lady of your excellent kinſ- 
* woman's charitable and benevolent dif. 
© poſition ſhould refuſe nothing in her 
© power, when the cries of diſtreſs and the 
moans of affliction call'd for her aſſiſ- 
© tance. — It you would know in what 
© manner ſhe diſpoſed of her money, en 
© quire of hoſpitals, the priſons, and 
Fs eee petitioners that every 


day 
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day received their ſuſtenance from ute 


* bounty, and you will find an eaſy ac- 
* count of her expences in her large and 
numerous donations 


Mr, #548 only anfwer'd ſullenly, that 
he ſhould be better able to judge how 


he ought to think of the affair after he 
had ſpoke to her ſteward ; on which the 
other clapping his hand upon his breaſt, 


Was beginning to make many ers- | 
tions, that till that moment he never 


knew what fum or ſums the lady had by 


her when ſhe died. or had ever look'd, 7 


nor even entertain'd a thought of looking 
into any place where it might be ſup- 


poſed ſhe kept her money. — I ſtaid 


not, however, to hear what effect his 
hypocriſy produced, but went home, be- 


ing impatient to fee the contents 0 
Alinda's manuſcript. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Will fully ſatisfy all the curiofity the 


former may have excited. 


PHE haſte I made in ſnatching the 


following papers from the flames, 


happily preſerv'd them ſo entirely from 
the deſtruction to which they had been 
deſtin'd, that tho* the edges were in 
many places much ſcorch'd, yet not a 


ſingle word throughout the whole was 
any way damaged; and the reader may 
depend on having the ſtory as perfect as 
if he ſaw it in the heroine s own hand. 


Memoirs of the unfortunate 9 
wrote by herſelf, and faithfully tran- 


Jerib'd. from the original 8 


— Am ſenſible that many people have 
been very buſy with my fame while 
living, nor do I expect to be treated 
with leſs ſeverity after I am dead ;—TI 
4c cannot, however, think of an eternal 
66 ſeparation from this world, without 
leaving ſomething behind me which 


a 


„ rp ſerve to clear up thoſe paſſages 


** in my conduct, which by 2 
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3% myſterious have given room * cen- 
OY ſure; and L do not this with any 
« view of ſoftening the aſperity of the 
« jl|-natured for the errors I have been 
« guilty of, or of exciting compaſſion in 
«© the. more. generous and gentle for my 
« fnisfortunes ; bur merely to the end 
« that if I am condemn'd, I may be con- 
80 demn'd for real, not imaginary facts. 


| 40 Sorry. am Io to als a father who © 
« fo tenderly loved me; yet certain it 
„is, that his over anxiety for my welfare 
« has been the primary ſouice of every 
& e my heart has labour'd under; and 
that by his miltaken endeavours to 
<< make me great and happy, I have been 
'<« render'd the moſt miſerable of created 
oy beings. 


*The fortune 1 was born to be 
60 poſſeſod of, and ſome natural endow- 
« ments his affection fancy d in me, 
« made him flatter himſelf with the 
hopes of ſeeing me one day blaze 
& forth in all the pomp of quality; nor 
could he endure the thoughts of marry- 
70 * 10g me to any man- beneath the rank 
of right honourable z and for fear any 
"6s . inclination of my own ſhould 
« diſappoint theſe high raiſed expecta- 
* tions, he kept me from the conver- 
« ſation 
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ſation of every one whom he thought 


capable of attracting a heart unbyaſs'd 
by intereſt, and unambitious of gran- 
deur. 


c Soon after my mother's death he 
quitted buſineſs, and retir'd to an eſtate 
he had ſome time before purchaſed in 


the country: — when we removed, I 
was too young to have any taſte for 
the pleaſures of the town, and regret- 


ted only the want of thoſe play-fellows 


I had left behind ; — indeed I wonder 


that I was not quite moped; I was 
ſuffer'd to go to no ſchool, tho? there 


was a great one very near us ;—never 
ſtirrd beyond the precincts of our 


garden walls; — went not to church, 


| becauſe there it would have been im- 
poſſible for me not to ſee and be ſeen; 


— no company viſited us; for my 
father deprived himſelf of the pleaſure 
of converſing with any of the neigh- 
bouring gentry, for fear that, as J 


grew up, I might take a liking to 


ſome one or other of their ſons, none 
of whom he thought a match good 
enough for me, as they were not dig- 


nified with titles: — I had learn'd 


writing and dancing, but was far from 
being perfect in either; and my fa- 


ther, being unwilling J ſhould be with- 
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out theſe accompliſhments, took the 


pains himſelf to ſet me copies to im- 
prove me in the one, and at length 


provided a maſter, too old and too | 


ugly to give him any apprehenſions, 


to inſtruct me in the other des 


theſe two avocations, I had no amuſe- 


ment except reading, which, as I 
much delighted in, my father con- 
ſtantly ſupply'd me with ſuch books 
as he thought N for my ſex and 


age. 


« Excepting fome. creatifes, of Avi 


nity, the ſubjects of my entertainment 


afforded little improvement to my 


underſtanding, they conſiſting only 


of romances, and fome few very old 


plays; ſo that the ideas they inſpired 


me with were as antiquated as the 
* habits worn in the days of queen Ei- 


zabeth, and I was utterly ignorant 
of the modes, manners and cuſtoms 


* the age I lived i in. 


40 In this ſtupid and Ade ſitua- 


tion did J paſs full nineteen months; 


about the expiration of which time my 


father happen'd into company with a 
perſon who wears the ſacred appea- 


rance of an Eccleſiaſtic; but is in 


* one of thole mention d in holy 
| 1 * writ 
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writ by the name of wolves in ſheeps 


cloathing; — his outward behaviour 
ſeems directed by the miniſters of 


grace and goodneſs, while in his trea- 
cherous heart a thouſand fiends lie in 


wait to bring ruin and deſtruction on 
the credulous liſtner to his wiles but 
before I proced in my unhappy ſtory, 


it is fit I ſhould give a more parti- 


cular character of the wretch who has 
ſo great a ſhare in it. 


* 


« Firſt for his extraction :-—Jiz-falis 


was a frenchman, ſervant to a perſon 
of diſtinction in Normandy; but having 


more ambition than honeſty, found 


means to rob his maſter of a confider- 
able ſum and came over to England, 
where he ſet up for a gentleman And a 
moſt zealous proteſtant, told a lon 

plauſible ſtory of the great hardſhips 
he had ſuſtain'd on the ſcore of re- 
ligion, and found here the ſame pity 


and encouragement as many others 


had done who fly here for an aly lum 
on the fame SING 


„ 1 a after his arrival ki married 


cc 


4104 
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£6 


a Datchwoman, by whom he had 3 
fon who inherits all his father's virtues, | 
and 1s the perſon whoſe ſtory is fo 


8 unhappily interwoven with my own. 
F 2 1 Young 
5 8 
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40 ung Le Bris, for os is the | 
name of this worthy family, diſco- 
* ver'd in his youth ſome indications of 
4 a good capacity for learning, inſo- 
4% much that a certain lord caking a 
« creat fancy to him, ſent him to Weſt- 
« miſter ſchool, and afterwards to the 
« Univerſity, in order to qualify him 
« for the pulpit, aſſuring him that he 
4 ſhould not be without a handſome be- 
« nefice as ſoon as he ſhould be fit to 


66 receive at; 


« But he had res completed his 
*« ſtudies for that purpoſe, when all his 
2 preſent ſupport and future expectations 
« vaniſh'd on the ſudden: death of his 
* noble patron, which was follow'd in 
« a few months after by that of his fa- 
4 ther, ſo that he was left entirely deſ- 
4 titute, his mother not being able to 
. afford him the leaſt aſſiſtance. 


cc After many long and fruitleſs ſol- | 
« licitations for a living, he was glad to 
* accept of a ſmall curacy in one of the 
« remoteſt counties in England, where 
«© he refided ſeveral years; but was at 


* 


4 Jaſt turned out on account of neglect 
« of duty, and other miſbehaviour ; — 


06 | he then came back to London, — 
= ve - 
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gave out printed bills for teaching 


French and Latin at very low rates; 
but finding little encouragement that 


way turn'd Fleet-parſon, earn'd a pre- 
carious ſuſtenance by clandeſtine mar- 


| riages. 


_ 3 


ee It was in ie wretehe circum- 


cc 


" ſtances that my father met with him, 


being in town on ſome buſinels, and 


being told by ſome one, who it is likely 


knew no more of him than what he was 
pleaſed to fay of himſelf, that he was 
a very worthy, tho? diſtrefs'd clergy- 


man, made him the offer of a hantt- 


ſome ſallary to come into his family, 
by way of chaplain and, withal, ro 
inſtruct me in the French language, 
and whatever elſe was fit for me to 
learn, or he was capable of teaching; 


— he readily embraced the rope, | 


and on my father $ return came down 
with him. 

a My father orefeineed hin to me as a 
kind of Tutor, or Preceptor; told me 
I muſt ſubmit myſelf to his directions, 
— be attentive to all he ſaid to me, 


and in every thing treat him with the 


greateſt reſpect and reverence; — 


* For, added he, it is by the leſſons he 
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is capable of giving you, that you 


© alone can make any. mining figure in 


* the ſtation wherein 1 i hope to fee you 


: placed. 


ec Tt will, perhaps, ard ſome matter 


40 


of ſurpriſe that my father, who had 


hitherto preſerved ſuch an extreme 


caution in preventing my having the 
leaſt converiation with any man, ſnould 


now ſo ſtre nuouſſy recommend this 


parſon to me; but it muſt be con- 


ſider'd, that he was no leſs than fix or 


ſeven and forty years of age; — that 


tho' not deform'd was far from hand- 
ſome; and, beſides, had a certain au- 
ſterity i in his manners which could not 
be thought would be very agreeable 


to youth. 


ee Tt was, indeed, ſome time before I 


could be contented with .the dominion 
given him over me; but my obedience 
to my father obliging me to behave 


towards him with efteem, cuſtom at 
laſt converted that complaiſance, which 


at firſt was no more than feign'd, into 
ſincere : — a kind of affection, by de- 


grees, mingled itſelf with the reyerence 


1 was bid to pay him; — I was never 


ſo happy as in the hours ſet apart for 
receiving his inſtructions; and the 
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« thoughts of the benefits that might be 
c ſuppoſed to accrue from them aitorded 


„ me leſs pleaſure than the. praiſes I was- 
«always certain he would beſtow on my 


4e docility. — In fine, I not only lov'd 
«© the Teacher for the Precept's fake; 
+ but, as the poet lays, 


I lov'd the Precepts for the Teacher 8 
Take, 


« Nor is it to be ond at wat T 
« taſted more ſatisfaction in his ſociety 
« than I had ever known before; — © 


% wanted not ideas, tho? hitherto I had 


„ nothing to improve them: — I had 
« been allow'd to converſe with none but 
© the ſervants, who could only divert 
“ me with idle tales of thieves, appari- 
c tions, and haunted houſes z; — my 
tutor, after having finilh'd his graver 
e leſſons, would frequently entertain me 
« with ſome extraordinary incident or 
e other, either taken from hiſtory. or ro- 
c mance ; but, whether real or fictitious, 
„ had ſenſe enough to know were ſuch 
as enlarg'd my underſtanding, * well 
“ as charm'd my ears. 


&« Tt is certain, indeed, that he fo ard 


© no pains to inſinuate himſelf. ine my 
good graces z and no. leſs certain alſo, 
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that the ungrateful defign he had in 
Co doing 1o ſucceeded to the utter deſtruc- 
tion of the whole happineſs of my fu- 
tore life; and, at laſt, of my life itſelf, 
« as will appear by theſe memoirs, which, 


« white I am writing, I know not whe- 
- <5. ther I ſhall have. ftrength to finiſh. 


* 


6 I ſhall therefore reduce my unhappy 
1 ſtory into as ſhort a compaſs as I can: 
HE in ſpite of the little amiableneſs this 
% Tutor had in his perſon ; — in ſpite of 
t the vaſt diſparity of years between us, 
& I conceived the moſt tender affeetion 
% for him; — alas I was then too young, 
T= too innocent, to know what was 
“ meant by the word love, any farther 
„than that love which we naturally bear 
; <* to a father, brother, or ſome other near 
'F * relation, — and thought not that what 
x 5 felt for him was any more, or would 
e be attended with any other conſe - 
% quences; and, as I apprehended no 
„ ſhame or danger i in the kindnefs I had 1 
for him, endeavour'd not to put a ſtop 1 
* to the growth of it, nor even to con- ; 
_ ceal It, | S 1 


| 

| 

| But . Bris ſaw much better into 

5 my heart than I did myſelf, and dread- 

e ing leſt my father ſhould be alarm'd at b 

© the too open fondneſs of my behaviour 
to 
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you do him.“ — 
quite as well, cry'd I eagerly. But 


The Irufible Sr r! reg 


LS 


to him, began to treat me with" Teſs 


- familiarity, and exerted the [maſter 


much more than he had done; — this. 


change both ſurpriſed and grievod me z, 


! bore it, however, for two whole 


: days, without feeming to take any no- 


tice of. it; but on "the third, being. 


alone with. him in his cloſet, where 
I conſtantly went every morning to re- 


ceive my leſſons, - What is the 
matter with you, my dear Tutor, faid 


I., I hope I have done nothing to offend 


you? ] am fure I would not willing- 
ly be guilty of deſerving that you 
ſhould frown upon me.“ — No, my 


precious charge, reply'd' | he after a: 


pauſe, it is not in your nature to give 


offence; but I would not incur your 
father's diſpleaſure either towards you 
or me; — men are apt to be jealous of 


the affe&tivns of their children, and I 
am ſometimes afraid that he ſhould 
think you love me almoſt as well as 


Indeed I do fo, — 


why ſhould he be anery at that, when: 
he bid me uſe you with the ſame love 
and reſpect as I did himſelf! wy 


People on ane octal jons, anſwer 
he, will be diſpleaſed at a too exact 
performance of their own commands z. 
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x06 The Invifble Sev. { 
and if my worthy Patron, your father, | 
ſhould happen to be of this opinion, 
tke confequence would infallibly be an 
eternal ſeparation between us; — he 
would drive me from his houſe, and I 
ſhould never ſee my pretty charge 
again.“ 0 . 


„ „ „ «„ „„ „„ 6 


If you think ſo, return'd I, though 
I-hate all kind of ciflimulation,. I will. 
make him believe I am weary of learn- 
ing of you, and that I cannot abide 
you.“ — Dear pretty angel, cry'd 
he, tenderly taking me in his arms; 
there is no need of going to ſuch ex- 
tremes; — I would only have you be- 
have with more diſtance towards me 
than you have done of late; and it will 
not be amiſs if you ſometimes complain 
that I ſet you too hard leſſons; becauſe 4 
if you ſhould ſeem to learn too faſt, he 
may begin to think there will ſoon be 
no occaſion for a Tutor.“ — Well, 
ſaid I, I will do every thing you bid 
me; for indeed it would almoſt break 
my heart to part with you.” — Here 
* he kiſs'd off the tears that fell from my 
eyes in ſpeaking theſe laſt words, and 
J return'd all his endearments with the 
s fame affection as the fondeſt child 
* would do thoſe of the moſt indulgent 
wy Parent. | 1 6 > 
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was, ſhould think or act in the manner = 
J did; but the way in which I hat 0 
fix. or- ſeven years old... ' 1 
” I obey'd his inſtroflions with ſo: 
from ſuſpecting either my folly or the 
me: — the reſt of the family were no 


more quick-ſighted, nor it could. not. 
be expected they mould be ſo; — eur 


The Inviſible Sev. *. 


that a girl turn'd of thirteen, as 1 then 


been brought up left me in the ſame = 
ignorance and innocence: as others of 


much exactneſs, that my father was far 


baſeneſs of the perſon he had tet over 


houſe-keeper, tho* a very. good, was 
a ſilly old woman, and knew nothing 
beyond the ceconomy of thoſe affairs 
committed to her charge; — the maid' 
who waited-on me was her daughter, 
and had been bred to think every man 
who wore the habit of a Parſon was to 
be worſhip'd; and the other ſervants 
were too ſeldom with us to have any 
opportunity of making. diſcoveries. 


* J arriv'd at my fourteenth year,. 
my father kept my birth-day fo far as. 
to order ſomething better than ordi- 
nary 'for dinner, and drank my health 
ſeveral times at table; — among other: 

B 8 diſcourſe 


103 The Invijible Spy, 
«* diſcourſe concerning me, he ſaid to Le 
„ Bris,” — Well, Doctor, your pupil 
© will now begin to think herſelf a wo- 
* man, and I muſt find a huſband for her 
© who will be able to reward the care 
you have taken of her with a good fat 
* Benefice.”  ** To which the fawning 
« hypocrite reply'd, — That the pleafure 
& of ſeeing his worthy patron's daughter 
happy, would be to him the belt be- 
e nefice he could obtain. 


8 Nothing farther paſs'd at this time 
* on the fame ſubject; but the next 
morning, when I was alone with my 
« Tutor in his cloſet,“ Do you remem- 
ber, my dear mils, cry'd he, with a 
very melancholy air, what your father 
< faid yeſterday ? — you will be marry'd 
* ſoon, and I ſhall loſe you for ever.'— 
Do not talk fo, reply'd I haſtily, I do 
not want to be married; but if my 
father ſhould compel me to it, all the 
* huſbands in the world ſhould not make 
me forget my dear Tutor; — no, you 
+ ſhall always live with me; — I would 
not part from you to be a dutcheſs or a 
lady mayoreſs.— Nor would I part 
from you, ſaid he, taking me in his arms, 
or ani archbiſhopric e to be plain, 
continued he, I have received letters 
' * ſince I have been here, with the offers-of 
| | — ® ſeveral. 
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ſeveral great livines'; - but I have” re- 


tuſed them all rather chaf quit my dear 
pupil.“ — Have you indeed, return d: 
I, hanging fondly on him? — oh how 
kind you have been ! — I ſhould be the 


moſt ungrateful creature upon earth if 


I did not love you dearly for it. But 


* will you always keep me with you, 


cry'd he? — © As long as I live, 


© anſwer'd I. — «© Will you ſwear it. 


© rejoin'd he ?? — © Yes, anſwer'd I, a 
© thouſand and a thouſand times over, : 


you deſire it. 


e The wretch did not fail to take me 
at my word: — I bound myſelf, by 
the moſt ſolemn imprecations that 
words could form, that when J be- 
came miſtreſs of my actions he ſhould 
always live with me. — After this, the 


hours we paſs'd together were em- 


ploy'd more in improving the fooliſh 
affection I had for him, than in a wh | 
leſſons for improving my underſtand- 


ing. — My father imputed the flow 


progreſs I made in my ſtudies not to 
any want of ability in my teacher, but 
to my own neglect, and often chid me 


« for it, which 1 bore patiently, as I be- 
lieved it the ſureſt means of keeping 


my dear Tutor with me: — this he 


— ſo kindly, that he told me 
. day, 


110 The Invijible Spy, EE 
* day, he flatter'd himſelf I lov'd him 
© almoſt as well as I did my father.“ — 
I hope it is no fin, cry'd I childiſhly, 
if 1 love you quite as well?“ — © Far 
from it, anſwer'd he, you are only his 
daughter by nature, but you are mine 
by affection; — you are the child of 
my foul, and therefore ought to love 
me better.” — © I am glad of that, re- 
Join'd I, for indeed I do love you a 
great deal better, — I am ſure I do; 
for 1 don't feel half the pleaſure when 
he kiſſes me as when you. do; — and 
when you take me in your arms my 
heart beats as if it would come out.'— | 
« Tt will ſcarce be doubted but that he 
now beſtow'd upon me thoſe endear- 
* ments I had declar'd myſelf ſo well 
% fatisfied with; and ſome minutes after, 
« as I had turn'd to a looking-glaſs to 
e adjuſt ſome diſorder in my head-dreſs, 
e he pull'd me to him, and making 
% me fit upon his knee, — Lou are 
very pretty, my dear miſs, ſaid he, and 
have no defect in your ſhape, but being 
a little too flat before ;* — „ with theſe 
e words he thurſt one of his hands with 
é in my ſtays, telling me that handling 
*© my breaſts would make them grow, 


and I. ſhould then be a perfect beauty. 


* 
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E Not conſcious of any guilt I was ig- 


* norant of ſhame; and thinking every 
» thing he did was right, made not the 


e leaſt reſiſtance; but ſuffer'd him, by 


degrees, to proceed to liberties, which, 


« had I known the meaning of, I ſhould 
have ſtabb'd him for. e 31 but, 
« as I have lomewhere read, 


By no example warn'd how to beware, 
My very innocence became my. ſnare. 


« Tt will, ich be artec that the 
<< perfidious man did not ſtop here, but. 


“ proceeded. yet farther, to the utter 


% completion of my diſhonour ;. but I 
<« ſhall do him the juſtice to fay he never 
e offer'd any ſuch thing; though I have 

„good reaſons to believe he was pre- 
«© vented only by his fears of the conſe- 
© quences that might have attended it, 
to the ruin of a deſign which promiſed. 
* him more ſatisfaction than the enjoy- 
* ment of my perſon, | 


ein the ridiculous way I have been 
e deſcribing did we continue *till I was 
4 in my ſeventeenth year, about which. 
« time my father being obliged to go to 


© London on a law affair, he left the- 


4 ſole Manag gement of the family, as well 
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ee 
te 


4 


as of myſelf, to his favourite chaplain, 
till he ſhould return, which he * 
ed to do in two months. 


60 He had not been gone full three 
weeks before a ſtranger came to our 


houſe on a viſit to my Tutor ;—he re- 


ceived him with great marks of civi- 
lity, and told me afterwards that he 


was the land-ſteward of a nobleman 
who had ſent him on purpoſe to court 
his acceptance of a benefice worth near 


eight hundred pounds per annum: 
as I ſuſpected not the truth of "Fi [ 


was terribly frighten'd, and cry*d out,” 


* — Then you will leave me at laſt! — 


„ 0.0.0: 


It would be with an extreme reluctance 
I ſhould do ſo, reply*d he; but what 
can I do? — If I ſhould hereafter be 
expoſed to any misfortunes, how would 
the world blame me for having refuſed 
ſuch an offer ?? — What misfortunes, 


« ſaid J, have you to fear? — I ſhall al- 


(6 
8 


A „ „ 


ways have enough to 3 my dear 
Tutor.“ 


My dear child, reſum'ü he, you for- = 
get that when once you are married 
there will be nothing in your power, — 
all will be your huſband's, who may 
take it into his head to turn me out of 
* door directly. — No ſuch matter, re- 


* d 
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The Invifible 8 18 1 13 
© ply'd I haſtily, for I will make him pro- 


* miſe and ſwear beforehand to keep you 
always in the family. Few men, ſaid 


he, pay any regard, after they become 


* huſbands, to the promiſes and vows. 
they made when they were lovers. — In 


fine, my little angel, continued he, 
taking me tenderly in his arms, there 1s 


but one way to ſecure our laſting hap- 

« pineſs, to which if you agree 1 will im 
mediately refuſe the great offer now 
made me, with all my future hopes of 
riſing in the church, and devote myſelf 
. cternally to you. 


e Theſe laſt words E thought ſo o highly 


„ obliging to me, that I hung about 


« his neck, kiſs'd his cheek, and cry'd, 


« I would do every thing he would have 
me z he then told me that a writing 


© ſhould be drawn up between us, by 
& which we ſhould mutually bind our- 
« ſelves, under the penalty of the half of 


«© what either ſhould be Poſſeſs d of, 


“ never to ſeparate. 


* 


* On my ready compliance with thrs 


% propoſal, he ventured to make a ſe- 


% cond, even more impudent than the 


« firſt ; — after ſeeming to conſider a 


* 


little within himſelf.“ — I have been 
< © thinking, ſaid he, that if the 2 
* you. 
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114 The _— Spy. 
you ſhall marry ſhould happen to be of 


a croſs, perverſe nature, tho' for his 
own fake he not will drive me from his 


accord, — ſuppoſe, therefore, you. 
have mention'd, and under the ſame 
out my conſent.” 


* Bleſs me, cry'd I, a little ſurpriſed, 
how can ! do this! — you know I mult 
obey my father.” Heaven forbid you 
ſhould do otherwiſe, rejoin'd the art- 
ful hypocrite, — you may be ſure I 


Ka ae 


your own inclination, in the choice of 


* 
a huſband — what I ſpeak of is only a 
thing of form, which, when ſhewn to 


your huſband, will oblige him to treat 
me with gratitude and reſpect. 


6 1 Was entirely ſatisfy'd We this, 
* and reply'd, I would do what he deſir'd 
& as ſoon as he pleaſed ;—on which,” — 
It happens luckily, ſaid he, that the 


© gentleman who came here on the buſi- 
neſs I told you of was bred to the law, 


— 1 will let him know as much as is 


to draw up a proper inſtrument.” — 


1 = „In 


houſe, yet he may uſe me ſo ill as to 
compel me to go out of it of my own. 


ſhould bind yourſelf by the writing 1 


penalty, never to marry any man with- 


ſhall never oppoſe either his will, or 


= pms of our affair, and get him 
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The Invifible Spy, 115 
In ſpeaking theſe words he left me and 
went in fcarch of his friend, who at 


that time was walking in the garden, 
waiting, no doubt, his .. 


4 ] had little time ln me to 


reflect on what I was: about to do, — 
Le Bris immediately return'd, bring- 
ing the lawyer wien him, — the latter 
of whom defir'd to receive inſtructions 
from my own mouth for what he was 
to write, and accordingly I repeated 


the ſenſe of the obligation I was to 


lay myſelf under, leaving it to him to 
pur it in ſuch words as he ſhould find 
proper ; if I had · been miſtreſs of the 
leaſt ſhare of common reaſon, I mult 


have ſeen that all this ſcheme was a 


thing previouſly concerted between 
theſe two villains z for the Lawyer im- 
mediately pull'd out of his pocket a 
large parchment, with ſeals fix*d to it, 
and every thing requifite to make the 
inſtrument firm and valid ; — but I 
was infatuated, — all my little under- 


ſtanding was ſubjected to the will of 


this wicked Tutor l gave an implicit 


faith to all he ſaid, and paid an im- 
plicit obedience to all his dictates. 


% The e took his leave next day, 


6 within | 


116 The Invifible Spy. 
„ within a week of the time my father | 
« was expected home, when, inſtead of 
«© himſelf came the melancholy account 
» that he had been ſeiz'd with an apo- 
e plectic fit, and tho? he recover'd from 
eit, expired within two hours after; — 
8 he had made his will about q year be- 
4% fore, by which he left me ſolk heir of 
„every thing he was in poſſeſſion of, 
« except a few legacies, and in cafe his 
„ demiſe ſhould . "happen before J was 
** married, or of age, appointed two 
0 gentlemen tor his executors and my 
*« guardians ;—they both wrote to me, 
* as did allo my rn. 
% quainting me that it was neceſſary I 
„ ſhould come to London directly on 
this occaſion, and each inviting me to 


j is their reſpective houſes, which as they Þ 
if __& hved in different parts of the town, | 
. „ was at liberty to chuſe which 1 ö 


i * liked beſt. 


« My Totor, however, diſſuaded me 
from accepting any of their offers, and 
% told me he would write to a friend 
in London to provide a ready-furniſh'd 
% houſe for my reception, till things ; 
«« were ſettled, and I ſhould reſolve whe- | 
<<. ther I would reſide in town or coun- 
« try; — accordingly he did fo, and 
when we came within ten miles of 

| 6 London 
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a London we were met on the road by 
« the lawyer, who, as J have ſince dif- 
„ cover'd, was his chief agent in every 
00 thing; — he conducted us to a houſe 
in 3 which was indeed | 
cc very neat and commodious. 


It was late when we nw but 1 
« did not fail to ſend the next morning 
« to my two Guardians and couſin ***#*, 
« who all came to ſee me the ſame day, 
% and expreſs'd themſelves in very affec- 
< tionate- terms l preſented my Tutor 


to them, as a perſon for whom my 
„father had a high eſteem, on which 


© they treated him with that reſpect they 


© ſuppoſed him to deſerve. 


<c I now enter'd into a ſcene of life 
© altogether new to me; — ſeveral di- 


ce ſtant relations, whom I knew only by 
their names; and many other gentle- 


men and ladies, who had been acquain- 
* ted with my mother, came to pay 


ee their reſpects to me; — all my morn- 


& ings were taken up with meſſages and 


6 compliments, and all my afternoons 


„ with receiving and returning viſits.— 
« How ſtrange was the tranſition? — 
ce from being confined to the narrow pre- 
« cinfts of a lone country - manſion, I 
4 © had now the whole metropolis to range 

i; 
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e in ;—inftead of the grave leffons of 
| | © two old men, my ears were now con- 
| 5 rinually fill'd with the flattering praiſes 

| e of addreſſing beaus; — inſtead of ha- 

« ving nothing to amuſe my hours; 

% new diverſions, — new entertainments, 

„ * crowded upon each moment, and I 

« was inceſſantly hurried from one plea- 

«* ſure to another, till my head grew 

1 1 with the whirl of promiſcuous 

* elights. 


„ As I was young, not ugly, and 
„ look'd upon as a rich heireſs, propo- 
L fals of marriage were every day made 
1 « ro me, all which 1 communicated to 
„ my Tutor; but tho* many of them 
«© were much to my advantage, he always 
« found ſome pretence or other for re- 
$ << fuſing his conſent, and I accordingly 
1 & rejected them, to the ſurpriſe of all who 
1 knew me, and the great diſſatisfac- 
1 | tion of my beſt friends, 


_ 9 N 3 223 
A 3 l . 8 „ 
t . Nr A * 1 


| 
| “ He was not, however, half pleaſed 
= with the gay manner in which I lived, 
| [ and as ſoon as the affairs relating to | 
1 % my eſtate were ſettled, would fain | 
„have prevail'd upon me to return into | 
« the country; but I had too high a re- 
e liſh for the diverſions of the town to 
pay that — to his advice I had 
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| formerly done; and; inſtead of com- 


plying with it, quitted the houſe 1 
was in, hired another upon leaſe, and 


furniſh'd it in the moſt elegant manner 


I could: — he grew very grave on my 
behaviour; but as I kept firm to both 
the engagements I had made with 


him, he had no pretence. to complain 


of my actions in other matters. 


Fs For a time, | indendy my head was 


not the leaſt turn'd towards marriage; 


— ] thought no farther of the men 


than to be vain and delighted with 
their flatteries ;—happy would it have 


been for me had I continued always 


in this mind; but my ill fate too ſoon, 
alas, preſented | me with an object 


which convinced me, that all the joys 


of public admiration are nothing, when 
compared to one ſoft hour with the 
youth we love, and by whom we 
think we are beloved. | 


1 believe . is little need n me to 


ſay that this object, ſo enchanting to 
my ſenſes, was the young, the hand- 


ſome, the accompliſh'd Amaſis: — the 


world, whom he made no ſecret of 
the paſſion he profeſs'd for me, was 
alſo witneſs in fat manner I received 
it ;—we EY — in all Th 
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panies with a difference which ſhew'd 


the eſteem I had for him: my friends 


approved my choice, and the union 


between us was look' d upon as a thing 


fo abſolutely determined, that many 
believed the ceremony was already 


over, when, to their great ſurpriſe, 


they ſaw at once that we were utterly 
broke off, and in a very ſhort time 


after, the ungrateful Amaſis become 


the huſband of another. 


2 My tutor, on perceiving me incli- 


ned to favour Amaſis more than I had 


ever done any of thoſe who had hi- 
therto addreſs'd me, began to rail at 


him, and tell me a thouſand ridicu- 


lous ſtories he pretended to have heard 


in relation to his conduct ;—1 ſtill re- 


tained too much reverence for this 
wicked man to eontradict what he 


ſaid, but not enough to enable me to 
conquer my new paſlion ; — I loved 
Amaſis, and continued to give him 


daily proofs of it; — this ſo incenſed 
him, that he told me one day, — that 


he wonder'd 1 would encourage the 
courtſhip of a man, whom I muſt never 
expect to marry.” 


tune are inferior to 'mine,” — * Sup- 


«* pole. 


— Why not, fir, 
© an{wer*d I, neither his birth x nor for- 
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material thing is wanting, which 1 

my conſent.” — When 1 gave 3 
that power over me, ſaid I, you pro- 
miſed never to thwart my inclination.” 


I did fo, reply'd he; but, to be plain 
with you, I then expected all your in- 


clination would be in favour of mylelf.” 


— Yourſelf! cry'd I, more ſurpriſed 


than words can deſcribe.” — Yes, 
Alinda, reſumed he, methinks the thing 


ſhould not appear ſo odd to you; — 
call back to your remembrance the 
familiarities that have paſ.*d between us, 


and then juſtiſy, if you can, to virtue 


or to modeſty, the leaſt defire of giving : 


YOu to any other man.“ 


= Rage, — acai and ſhame, 
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for the folly I had been guilty of, ſo 
overwhelm'd my heart at this reproach, 
that I had not power to ſpeak one 


word, but ſtood looking on him with 


a countenance which, I beli ieve, ſuffici- 
ently expreſs'd all thoſe paitions, while 
he went on in theſe terms: „ 
« How often, continued he, have you 
hung about my neck whale hours to- 


gether, and by the warmeſt fondneſs 


tempted me to take every freedom 
with you but the laſt, which if I had 
Vol. I. TY: ma 


The Trifle Spy, 121. 


poſe them ſo, rejoin 'd he, the moſt 


. 
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not been poſſeſs'd of more honour 


+ than you now ſhew of conſtancy, | alſo 


+ ſhould have ſeiz'd, and left you no- 
thing to beſtow upon a rival? 


“The ſtorm which had been gathering 
© in my breaſt all the time he was 
“ ſpeaking, now burſt out with the ex- 
e tremeſt violence ;—I raved, and load- 
< ed him with epithets not very becom- 
£6 ing in me to make uſe of, yet not 
4e worle than he deſerved ; — he heard 
e me with a ſullen ſilence ; but when 


„ mention'd the cruelty and baſeneſs 


-« of upbraiding me with the follies of my 
4% childiſn innocence, he told me, with 
44 4 fſneer, that he would adviſe me 
4 not to put that among my catalogue 
«© of complaints.“ — For, ſaid he, the 
< world will ſcarce believe, that a lady 
4 of fourteen, fifteen, and ſixteen, had 
the ſame inclinations in toying with a 
s gentleman as a baby has with its nurſe. 


“ J would have reply'd, that the man- 
« ner in which I was educated kept me 
in the ſame ignorance as a baby; but 
„ ſomething within roſe in my throat, 
« ſtopping the paſſage of my breath, 
« and I ſunk fainting in the chair where 
I was fitting :—whether-he was reall 
% moved with this fight, or only affected 
| | - : oC to 
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to be ſo, I know not; but he ran to 
me, uſed proper means to bring me to 
«© myſelf, and on my recovery I found _— 
«« ſelf preſt very tenderly within his arms 
„J his touch was now grown odio.'s 
*© to me, — I ſtruggled to get looſe ;*” - 
Be not thus unkind, cry*d he, holding 
me ſtill faſter, you once took pron ure in 
my embraces, you have canic!s'd you 
o 
k 


4 


* 


did; —oh then recall thoſe Gf ideas, 
and we ſhall both be happy. 


© No, anſwered I, breaking forcibly 
from him, what then was the eiject of 
too much innocence, .would be now a 
guilt for which I ſhould deteſt myſelf 
as much as I do you.“ — I ſtill love 
you, ſaid he.' - Prove it then, cry'd 
1 fiercely, by giving me up that writ- 
ing which your artifices enſnared me to 
ſign, and ceaſe to oppoſe my marriage 
with Amaſis.“ — © No, madam, re- 
ply'd he, if you perſiſt in the reſolution 
of marrying Amaſis, halt your eſtate 
would be a ſmall conſolation to me for 
the loſs of you; and you cannot ſure 
imagine me weak enough to reſign my 
claim to the one, alter being deprived 
of the other.“ 5 


. IE GERSES 


I had not t patience to continue this 
* diſcourle, but retired to my chamber, 
G 2 0 Where, | 
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„ where, throwing myſelf upon the bed, 1 
< vented ſome part of the anguiſh of my 
„ mind in a flood of tears; after which, 
< finding ſome little eaſe, I began to 
reflect, that tormenting myſelf 1 in this 
„ manner would avail nothing, and that 
J ought rather to try if any poſſible 
means could be found for extricating 
4+ me from the labyrinth I was entangled, 


* 12. 


« Accordingly I aroſe, _ muffled my- 
4: ſelf up as well as I could to prevent 
se being kn2wn,—teok a backney- -coach, 
& and went to the chambers of an emi- 
* nent lawyer I related to him all the 
* $< circumſtances of my unhappy caſe, con- 
4 cealing only the names of the perſons 
4 concern'd in it ;—he liſten'd attentively 
4% to what I ſaid, and when I had done, 
4 aſk'd, me of what age I was when I 
« enter'd into that engagement I now 
% wanted to be freed from; which queſ- 
© tion I anſwering with ſincerity, he 
«*« ſhook his head, and told me that he 
% was ſorry to aſſure me. I could have 
no relief from law, and that the beſt, 
te and indeed the only method I could 
take, was to endeavour to compromiſe 
be the affair with the gentleman. 


& Þ.re- 
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ce J return'd home very diſconlolate,- 
« and was above a week without being 
able to reſolve on 5 thing; but my 
% jrapatience to be united to- Ss marr [ 
« loved, and at the ſame time eaſed of the 
--" preſence of the man I hated, at laſt 


determined me to follow the lawyer” Ss 


ce advice; — I ſent for my wicked tutor 
into my chamber, — talked to him 
© jn more obliging terms than I had done 
c ſince the firſt diſcovery ct his. deſigns 
«« upon me; but repreſented to him the 
* abſurdity of thinking of marrying me 
„ himſelf; — and concluded with telling 
« him, that if he would cancel the en- 
% gagement between us I would make 
6 him a gratuity of a thouſand pounds, 
and alſo be ready to do him * other 
66 ſervice i Wy power. 


„He rejected this propoſal with the 

© oreateſt contempt.” Lou are cer- 
© tainly mad, Alinda, fad he, or take 
* me to be ſo; — a thouſand pounds 
© would be a fine equivalent, indeed, for 
the half of your eſtate, jewels, rich fur- 
< niture, plate, and whatever elſe you 
are in. poſſeſſion of; to all which your 
© marriage will give me an undoubted 
© claim, "and I accordingly ſhall ſeize * — 
$5 Suppoſe I never marry, cry'd J. — 

6 | 2 Be 
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© Be it ſo, anſwer'd he, I muſt ſtill con- 
* tinue to live with you; and what you 
offer for my quitting you does not 
amount to five years purchaſe of my 
ſallary and board as your chaplain. 


(ec 
46 


(e 
6 


& Theſe words a me imagine 
his chief objection was to the ſmallneſs 
of the ſum I told him I would double, 
nay even treble it, for the purchaſe 
of my liberty; but he told me it 
would be in vain for me to tempt 
him with any offers of that kind ;— 


that no conſideration whatever ſhould | 


prevail with him to depart from the 
agreement between us, and he would 
always hold me to my bargain. 


The determined air with which he 
ſpoke this, made me think it beſt not 
to urge him any farther at that time; 
— the next day, however, and ſeveral 
ſucceeding ones, I fail'd not to renew 
the diſcourſe : but tho' I made uſe of 


every argument my reaſon could ſup- 


ply me with, — tho? I wept, pray'd, 
rav*d,—by turns cajol'd and threaten'd, 
all I could ſay, — all I could do was 
ineffectual, and the more I labour'd to 
bring him to compliance, the more 


ſtubborn his OY grew, 
6 To 
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To make any one ſenſible what it 
ce was I ſuffer'd in this cruel dilemma, 
they muſt allo be made ſenſible to 

« what an infinite degree I loved the man. 
« whom it was now impoſlible for me 
to be happy with, and both theſe are 
&« inexpreſſible; — I ſhall therefore only 
« ſay, that I was very near being totally 

« deprived of that little ſhare of reaſon- 
% heaven had beltow'd upon me. 


© Amaſis, to whom I had confeſs'd 

% the tenderneſs 1 had for him, was alt: 

this while continually ſolliciting me to 
„ complete our union; — one day, 

„ when he was more than ordinarily 

„ preſling on this occaſion, and my heart 

* <«© being very full, I cry'd out, almoſt. 
without knowing what I ſaid,” — 
Oh, Amaſis, you know not what you 
8 * aſk, when you aſk me to marry you!“ 
„his exclamation ſurpris'd him; ; but 

having begun, I now went on. 

| © You expect, ſaid J, an eſtate of roving 
hundred pounds a year; but I will 

not deceive you, you find me worth 

© only the half of what you have been 

made to hope.” — When I made m 

« addreſſes to the lovely Alinda, anſwer'd 
che, I had no eye to the fortune ſne 
might bring me; — but wherefore this 
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* fruitleſs trial of my love? — your 
« guardians have ſhewn me the writings 
of your eſtate, and I know to a bse 
hundred what you are poſſeſs'd of.” 
Suppoſe, rejoin'd I, that 1 ſhould 1 
previouſly diſpoſcd of the one half of 
what otherwiſe our marriage would 
have given you?' —© I will ſuppoſe no 
« ſuch thing, reply*d he, it cannot be.— 
both can and is, ſaid I, burſting 
« into tears, I have unwarily enter'd into 


* 


R 6G && „ 


an engagement, by which I forſeit the 


moiety of all I am miſtreſs of, even to 
« my very jewels, it ever I marry any man, 
© except on certain conditions, Which 
condition I am now well aſſur d I never 
Can obtain. , 


Death and hell, N he, farting y 
© up in a fury !— What condition, — 
© when, — where, — to whom, on what 
account was this engagement made. 
« Shame would not let me anſwer to 
“ theſe interrogatories, and 1 remain'd 
e in a kind of ſtupid ſilence.” — If by 


© any artifices, purſued he, you have been 


© ſeduced to ſign a compact of this wild 


nature, unfold the whole of the affair, 
© and depend that either the laws or this 


© avenging arm ſhall do you juſtice.” — 
« I now repented that I had ſo rafhly 
be * divulged any part of this fatal ſecret, 

© not 
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„e ſeem'd a leſs terrible misfortune — 15 


„ this reaſon, therefore, I refuſed the en- 
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— not but I ſhould have been glad to 
have ſeen my wicked tutor puniſh'd 
but 1 knew that on the leaſt attempt 
made for my redreſs, he would infal- 


libly expoſe the follies I had been 
guilty of in regard to him; and when 


compared to that the loſs of Amaſis, 


— my fortune, or even my life itſelf, 


treaties of a beloved lover, and ſcreen'd 


the villainy of a wretch who moſt my 


ſoul abhorr'd. 


&« In fine, I ds reveal no more 


than I had done, — Amaſis leit me in 
a very ill humour, and the next morn- 


ing ! received a billet from him con- 
© taining theſe ſtabbing lines: = 


To miſs Alx . 
6c Mapam, 


Have been conſidering on i the ama- 
ſing account you gave me laſt ' 


: night; and as you refuſe to diſcover 


either the perſon with whom you made 
this engagement, or the motives. which 
induced you to it, can look on it as 


no other than a contract with ſome 
gentleman, once happy in your affec- 
tions; — a ſecond-hand paſſion neither - 


G 5 „ ſuits- 
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ſfuits with the delicacy of my humour, 
* nor to encroach upon the rights of 
another with my honour: — I ſhall 
therefore deſiſt troubling you with any 
future viſits, but ſhall be always glad 
& to hear of your welfare, which I de- 
* ſpair of doing till you prevail upon 
*. yourſelf to be juſt to your firſt vows ; 
* ſacrifice the affection you have for me 
to the obligations you are under to 
„ my rival; — I yield to his prior title 
& all the late glorious hopes I had con- 
**: ceived, and with you more happy with 
« him than it is now in your power to 
*. make 
4 Your humble ſervant, 
© AMass.”' 


Here ended all my hopes of happi- 
© neſs; — all the ſoft ideas of love and 
« marriage vaniſh*d for ever from my 
«breaſt, and were ſucceeded by others 
4 of * moſt dreadful nature: — for ſe- 
„ veral weeks I abandon'd myſelf to 
« grief and to deſpair ; but pride at length. 
<« got the better of theſe paſſions ;. and, 
& to conceal the real fituation of my. 
e heart from the enquiring world, I all. 
*<.at once affected to be madly gay, and 

c ran into ſuch extravagancies, as, with- 
out being criminal in fact, juſtly drew 
upon me the ſeyercit. cenſures, | 


% But 


The fn Spy. 131 


But nature will not bear a e 
c violence, — grief and deſpair were the 
« ſtrongeſt paſſions in me; — in the 
„ midſt of dancing, drinking, revelling, 
tears were ready to ſtart from my eyes, 
and ſighs from my boſom, which, 
« when I endeavour'd to ſuppreſs, re- 
« coil'd upon my heart, and ſhook my 
« whole frame with the moſt terrible re- 
„ vulſions; — the marriage of Amaſis 
66: ſeconded the blow our parting had 

ce given; — I could no longer diſſemble 
« what I felt, — no longer appear the 
« giddy thoughtleis libertine, but flew 


* 


from one extreme to the other ; — 


* now would ſce no company, ſhut my- 


ce ſelf up in my chamber, denied acceſs ro. 


cc my beſt friends, and never went abroad 


„ but to viſit- the hoſpitals and priſons: 
I never ſuffer'd Le Bris to come 


« into my preſence; and I believe, per- 
c ceiving me fo reſolute, he would now 


* have accepted of a ſum of money to 


« have quitted my houſe entirely; bur J 


« had now done with the world, — had 


«Joſt in Amaſis all I valued in it, and 


« would not give the monſter, whom 1 


e juſtly look'd upon as the ſource of all 
“ my misfortunes, any more than I was 


« compcli'd to do, — his bare board and 


« "_P- : 5 
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« Behold, by theſe memoirs, the begin- 
& ning and progreſs of my miſeries, the 
end is near at hand, — death is already 
« buſy at my heart, and allows no time 
<< to apologize for the er rors of my con- 
« duct; — pity is all my aſhes can 
= « expect, 135 | 
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Contains @ very brie 'f account of fome 


_ paſſages ſubſequent to the foregoing 


flory, with the author's remarks upon 
the whole, 


A I know very well that ſolidity has 
but a ſmall ſhare in the compoſi- 
tion of the lady whom Alinda had intend- 
ed to entruſt with the publication of her 
memoirs, I thought the ſureſt way of 
having the will of che deceas'd perform'd, 
was not to trouble a perſon of her cha- 
racter with the peruſal of them, but to 
take the opportunity of my Inviſibility- 
ſhip to preſent them to the world myſelf, 
which I accordingly have done. 


And now, as I doubt not but the reader 
will be glad of being inform” d of ſome- 
What . 
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what farther concerning Le Bris, I ſhall 


relate ſuch particulars as have come to 
my knowledge. 


It muſt be concluded that this un- 
_ worthy preceptor, in looking over the 
papers of Alinda, had either not obſerved, 
or afterwards forgot, that the ring he had 
juſt taken from among her other jewels 
was the very ſame mention'd in her letter 


to her friend, otherwile he would certain- 


ly have had cunning enough to have re- 
placed it where he found it. 


Mr. ** ſoon recollecting what his 


couſin had ſaid to him in regard of this 
little legacy, and miſſing it from her 


other trinkets, made a ſtrict enquiry what 


was become of it: — Le Bris, having had 


her keys in his poſſeſſion, was one of the 


firſt interrogated, and on being ſo, bold- 
ly reply'd, that ſuch a ring had been 
beſtow'd*upon him by Alinda. — + How 
can that be, cry'd the other, — when 


« but three days before her death ſhe be- 
<.queath'd it to a lady of her acquain- 


* tance, and inſiſted on my promiſe of 
delivering it to her?“ She mult then 
ebe delirious. ſaid the parſon; but however 
* that might be, heaven forbid I ſhould 
«detain what is even ſuſpected to be the 
right of another ;* and with theſe words 

„ preſented 


13 
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preſented the ring to mr. ##***, who re- 


ceived it from him without the leaſt ce- 
remony. 


This affair, notwithſtanding the bypo- 
critical manner in which the ring was re- 
turn'd, gave mr. ***** room to imagine 
there had been ſome foul play in relation. 
to Alinda's effects ;—the ſteward prov'd, 
by his books, that he had paid into her 
hands, a week betore her death, two hun- 
dred and fifty pounds in ſpecie, and more 
than twice that ſum in Bank-bills, being 
arrears he had receiv'd from the tenants ; 
— it ſeem'd unlikely to them that ſhe 
could have diſpoſed of the money, much 
leſs have had any occaſion to change the 
bills in ſo ſhort a time; — orders were 
therefore ſent to the Bank to ſtop the 
payment of ſuch numbers till further no- 
tice; but the precaution came too late, 
E the perſon who had ſecreted them had 

been already there, and converted all his 
paper into caſh. 


The heir, however, was confident that 
he had been defrauded; — he conſulted 
council upon it, who all adviſed him to 
have recourſe to equity : — whether Le 
Bris had any hint given him of what was 
intended to be done againſt him, or whe- 
ther his 0 own ar, conſcience made him 

only. 


* 
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only apprehend it, is uncertain ; but be 
that as it may, he had not courage to 
ſtand the teſt of examination, — he fled 
the kingdom, after having thrown aſide 
that robe, which, had he been known for 
what he truly was, would long before 
have been ſtr pp from off his enn 
ſhoulders. 


But Providence would not permit him 
to enjoy his ill- got ſpoils, nor a life he 
had devoted to ſuch wicked purpoſes ; 
 — deſigning to turn trader at Jamaica he 
embark' d for that place; — but the veſſel 
being overtaken by a flnem, was loſt al- 
molt in ſight of ſhore, and he with many 
other, perhaps leſs guilty perſons, pe- 
riſh*d in the wreck : — this laſt piece of 
intelligence I received from his mother, 
who, tho' he had ſupported during the 
life of Alinda, to prevent being expoſed 
by her clamours, he now left pennyleſs, 
_ deſtitute” and ſtarving, in an extreme old 

Age. Pa 


Thus did the vengeance of heaven at 
laſt overtake the wretch, who, beſides 
his other impieties, had been guilty of 
the moſt cruel ingratitude and breach 
of truſt, in impoſing upon the ſimplicity 
of ; a young creature committed . to his 
| A 
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care, and utterly deſtroying all the views 
of his generous Patron and Benefactor. 


As tor the unfortunate Alinda, tho? it 
is certain her conduct cannot be wholly 
juſtify'd, yet, according te my opinion, 
neither ought. it to be "wholly condem- 
ned; — it would be paſſing too ſevere 
a Judgment, to impute the fondneſs ſhe 
exprets'd for her wicked tutor to a wan- 
ton inclination :- — if we conſider the 
various arts of her ſeducer, — the com- 
mands laid on her by her father to love 
and obey him as himſelf ; — the manner 
in which ſhe was brought up the per- 
fect ignorance ſhe was kept in of the 
cuſtoms of the world, and how. other 
young ladies behaved, we ſhall find that 
theſe are all of them very ſtrong pleas in 
her defence, and not forbear pitying the 
miſtakes of ſuch artleſs innocence. 


I wiſh as much could be alledg'd i in 
her behalf on the ſcore of her behaviour 
after breaking off with Amaſis; — the 
exceſſes into which ſhe ran, in order to 
conceal the diſquiets of her mind for the 
loſs of that favourite lover, too evi— 
dently ſhew that ſhe ſacrifized two of the 
molt valuable characteriſtics of woman- 
hood, — her prudence and her modeſty, 


to one of the oy worſt, —her pride. 
Nor. 
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Nor can I offer any thing i in vids 
tion of the laſt ſtages of her life, — if 


convinced of her error, in being perpetu- 


ally among a promifcuous unſelected com- 


pany, it was flying to an almoſt as inex- 


cuſable extreme, to ſhut herſelf from her 
beſt friends, and avoid the lociety of theſe 
whoſe converſation might have diſſipated 
her chagrin, and at the ſame time im- 
proved her underſtanding; — to do this 
ſeems to me, I muſt confeſs, to have more 
the ſavour of deſpair, than of virtue or 
true fortitude. | 


There was, doubtleſs, a certain viddy 
propenſity in her nature, which wanted 
to be corrected by reaſon, — example, — 
precept, — authority, and the rudiments 
of a good education, all which ſhe was 
deny'd; and it muſt therefore be ac- 
knowleged, that both her faults and mis- 


fortunes were entirely owing to the caprice 


and credulity of her father, and the baſe 
deſigns of the perſon appointed to be hy 
governor and inſtructor. | 


End of the Firſt BOOK. 
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CH 14 P. 
The Author, by the help of his Invif bo. 
 lity, has diſcover'd 4 5 a contraſt 


in the behavicur of two married 


couple of diſtinction, as he thinks 
would be the utmoſt injuſtice to the 
public to conceal. 

SPS Lacentia, after a long and 
*% moſt paſſionate courtſhip, 
was at laſt wedded to Dal- 


n A matius ;—ſhe brought him 
4 an ample fortune, a very 
_ agreeable perſon, and an 
anbtemiſt'd er — ſhe had ſtudied 
a 0 
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all the duties of a wife before ſhe became 
ſo, and afterwards practiſed them in the 
ſtricteſt manner: — whenever ſhe found 
him gay, ſhe heighten'd his good humour 
her own. ſprightlinels; and when ſullen 
and perverſe, as was too often the caſe, 
ſhe endeavour'd to diſſipate his chagrin 
either by playing on her ſpinnet or telling 
him ſome diverting ſtory: — without 
ſeeming to conſult his palate, ſhe always 
took care to put ſuch diſhes into her bil! 
of fare as ſhe had perceiv'd he fed upon 
with moſt ſatisfaction: — whatever com- 

pany ſuited his taſte were ſure to be often 
invited by her, and entertain'd with the 
greateſt marks of eſteem and complai- 
ſance: — her whole thoughts, indeed, 
were taken up with obliging and making 
him happy : — ſhe had no will, — no in- 
clination of her own, — both were entire- 
ly regulated by his; and, to add to all 
this, ſhe was an excellent ceconomiſt, 
underſtood the management of a family 
perfectly well, and knew how to make a 
grand appearance with leſs expence than 
ſome others are at who are accounted 
contemptibly parſimonious, 


What would ſome huſbands give to be 
bleſs'd with ſo virtuous, ſo tender, ſo en- 
dearing a companion? Dalmatius, in- 
ſtead of placing this Jewel next Ins heart, 
| 1 


tho De Tuvifble Spy; 
hung it careleſly upon his ſleeve; either” 


not knowing, or not regarding. the true 
value of it. 


During the courſe of ſeveral Inviſible 
Viſitations I made at their houſe, never 
did I ſee him treat her in any degree pro- 
portionable to her merit; — when in his 
beſt humours, he return'd the careſſes ſhe 
gave him only with a cold indifference z; 
but when any thing abroad had happen'd 
to thwart his view, cither of pleaſure or 
ambition, no man could behave with - 
more churliſhneſs at home: — but the 
manner in which this ceuple behaved to 
each other will beſt appear from their 
own words, which I ſhall give a ſhort 
ſpecimen of on two different occaſions. 
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They were to go out together one. day, 
to call on ſome friends who were to ac- 
company them on a party of pleaſure, — 
the landau waited at the door; — he had 
juſt finiſh'd dreſſing, and ſent up to 
know if his wife was ready; — the meſ- 

 fage could be ſcarce deliver'd before ſhe 
came flying into the room, on which the 
following dialogue enſued: 


— 
e eee 


r eee eee 


Placentia. 1 hope I have not un 
* you- wait for me-? 


Dal 
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Dalmalius. Not at all, — it wants 
* ſome minutes of our appointment; but 
© I know you women are generally ſo long 
ain equipping yourſelves, that I was wil 
ling to ſend a meſſenger to haſten you.“ 


Placentia. I ſhould know but little 
© of the value of time, if I waſted much 
of it in drefling. — But pray, my dear, 
© how do ou like me to day? 


D « \ Like you, — that's an 
odd queſtion ; * as well as ever 
« I did.“ | 


Placentia. * 1 ſhould be miſerable if I 


did not think you did but I mean, 


* how do you like my cloaths - you lee 


6 1 am all i in "—_ 


Dalmalius. Are you REY ? I ſhould 
have ſeen nothing of it if you had not 
told me: — I never mind what women 
£ have on. 


3 g Then I am apps 


my dear; for I aſſure you J conſulted 


© your fancy more than my own in the 
choice | made of this ſilk, as I have 
heard you ſay an hundred times, I be- 
A lieve, that pou” thought blue and ſilver 
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« the moſt agrecable mixture that could 
© be. 


Dalmatius. © So it is; but it may not 
happen to become every body ;— ho w- 


| Leber, I muſt do you the juſtice to ſay, 


« you look well enough in it, and I be- 


© lieve every body will think ſo.” 


7 . 


Placentia. * If you think ſo, my cer 
< it is all I with.” | 

In ſpeaking this ſhe took hold of his 
hand and kiſs'd it with the greateſt 
warmth of affection ; — he return'd the 
favour with a ſlight ſalute upon her 
cheek, then looking on his watch, ſaid 
he believed it was time to go, and went 
down ſtairs, the one wing. 


The truth of the affair is ap 2 — Dal- 


matius is not only vain and inſolent in his 


nature, but alſo amorous and inconſtant 

to an exceſs; tho' he no longer had any 
eyes tor the charms of his fair wife, his 
heart was but too ſuſceptible to thoſe 


of other women. — Miranda for ſome 


time engroſs'd all his devoirs; nor could 
her being married to the moſt intimate 
of his friends reſtrain him from making 


his unlawful addreſſes to her; nor the 


vow ihe had taken at the holy altar, de- 
HER LD ter 
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ter her from gratifying an inclination he 
had found the way to inſpire. 


The huſband of this lady is a man of 


ſo much indolence and fo little delicacy, 
that he never gives himſelf the leaſt con- 
cern about what pleaſures his wife may 
indulge herſelf in, provided ſhe offers no 
interruption to thoſe he takes himlelt ;— 


there are ſome, indeed, who ſay that on | 


their marriage they mutually agreed to 
allow each other a perfect latitude in this 
- point ;— but be that as it may, Miranda 
ſeems under no apprehenſions of her con- 


duct being called in queſtion by him. 


Her amour with Dalmatius ſoon be- 
came lo notorious that it was in the mouth 
of every one; —Placentia herſelf was the 
laſt that gave credit to it; — that ex- 


cellent lady would not ſuffer her heart 


to entertain ill thoughts of the. man 


whom ſhe was bound to love, nor could 


any thing but the teſtimony of her own 


eyes have convinced her on the guilty 
truth. 5 


Miranda came to viſit her one day 
when ſhe. happen'd to be abroad; but 
Dalmatius being at home the preſence of 
his wife was little wanted ;—ſhe ſoon re- 

turn'd, however, and being told that 


Miranda 
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Miranda was above ran baſtily up to re- 
ceive her ; but not finding her. in the 
room where company were Uſually intro- 


duced, yet thinking ſhe heard the mur- 


mur of voices very near, ſhe ſtepp'd 
towards the place whence it ſeem'd to 
proceed, and pecping through the key- 
hole of an adjacent chamber, law her 
huſgand and the lady in a poſture ſuch 
as could leave ker no doubt of their cri- 


minal converſation. 


The Gen ſhock at firſt transfix*d her 
feet z — but preſently recovering herſelf, 
ſhe retired from the guilty ſcene and went 
into her own chamber; where, finding 
her woman at work, ſhe order'd her to go 
immediately down and foroid the ſervants 
to take any notice of her being come 
home: — © I i.ear, ſaid ſhe, that Miranda 
© is below, and I am not very well and 
< would not ſee any. company at this | 


£ time.“ 


The woman being withdrawn to do as 
ſhe was commanded, Placentia threw 


. herlſeli into an caſy-chair and fell into a 


projound reſvery ;—I was pretent all this 
while, but my Belt of Inviſibility did 
not enable me to penetrate into her 
thoughts, till ſeeming as if deiermin'd on 


ſomething ſhe had been debating within 


Berteilf, 


M a a. a7:9mn 
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herſelf, ſhe roſe ſuddenly from her teat 


and burſt into theſe words: : 


p No, —he ſhall never know 


I think him falſe ; much leſs that I have 
detected him :—reproaches would avail 
me nothing, and might harden him in 
his crime I am his wife, — we muſt 
always live together, or be ſubjected to 


world : — prudence, therefore, as well 
as duty, commands me to eonceal the 


rather endeavour, by added tenderneſs, 
« if poſſible, to reclaim him, and oblige 


him to ſee I am at leaſt as worthy of 
_ his affection as Miranda.“ 


I left her in his reſolution, and found 


that for ſeveral days ſhe ſtrictly adhered 
to it; excepting only that ſhe could not 


ſo far diſſemble her uneaſineſs as to be 
able to receive Miranda in the manner 
ſhe had formerly done; the therefore de- 


ſiſted from making her any farther invita- 


tions to her houle, and always excuſed 


herſelf from accepting any tent to her by 
that lady. 


This was enough, however, to give the 
lovers ſome apprehenſions that ſhe ſuſ- 
pected their intrigue ; — but Miranda 
Vo „ - "way 


the ridicule of a laughing and cenſorious 


ſhameful diſcovery I have made ; and 
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was of too vain and gay a temper to feel 
any inquietudes on this core; and the un- 
grateful Dalmatius, finding himſelf treat- 


ed by his wife with the fame love and | 


complaiſance as ever, gave himſelf not 
the trouble either to examine, or be under 
the leaſt concern whether ſuch a beha- 
viour proceeded from her ignorance of his 
fault, or her diſcretion i in | overlooking It. 


But the ſweeteſt nature may be embit- 
ter'd by continual provocations; — Pla- 
centia, finding that all the efforts ſhe . 
made for regaining the affections of her 
huſband were ineffectual, began by de- 
Trees to grow more remiſs in her cares of 
pleaſing ; — not that ſhe ever departed 
trom the 4 duties of a wife; — ſhe 
only ceaſed the practice of thoſe which, 
as the caſe ſtood between them, might 
Juſtly be call d works of ſupererogation. 


Being t to have a great route at her 
houſe, juſt as ſhe was going to ſend cards 
to invite the company, Dalmatius came 
into the room, and having looked over 
the catalogue of names, on finding Mi- 
randa's not there, began with an unuſual 
haughtineſs to interrogate her on that oc- 
caſion; and ſhe, now, for the firſt time, 


reply'd to what he ſaid with as much 
indif- 
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- difference as ſhe had formerly done with 


ſubmiſſion. 


Dalmatius. How happens it, madam, 
that Miranda is left out among the 


6 


a © „ a 


* 


o 


number of your gueſts ?? 
P lacenlia. 1 had forgo her.“ 


Dalmatius. * It is well then that I 


reminded you; — but methinks a lady 


of her rank and character in the world 
might well have deſerved a place in 
your remembrance.” 


Partie It may be ſo; A but one 
cannot invite every body.“ 


Dan 0 When any body is invi- 


ted to our houle, eſpecially on theſe oc- 
caſions, it would be the utmoſt abſurdity 


to leave Miranda out; — thereiore I 
inſiſt upon her coming lor your own. 


lake.” 


Placcentia. Oh, fir, you need not 


give yourſelf any trouble on that ſcore, 


I am certainly a judge how to behave 
to my Own acquaintance but if you 
are ſo deſirous of having Miranda here 
to-morrow, the beſt way is for you to 


5 ſend a card as from yourſelf; I doubt 
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not but the invitation will be full as 
agreeable, and as readily comply*d. 
with. | | 


Dalmatius. se You talk in an odd man- 
ner, madam ;—and new think on it, 
— I met Miranda the other day in 
the Park, and ſhe complain'd to me of 
a ſtrange change in you towards her; — 
that you have never return'd the laſt 
viſit ſhe made you; — have ſcarce 
ſpoke to her in any public aſſembly, 
and ſeem'd to ſhun her preſence as 


much as poſſible. — Pray what is the 


meaning of all this! * 


Placentia. * That, fir, is a queſtion 
which perhaps neither you nor ſhe 


would thank me for anſwering * 


Da'matins. 1 underſtand you, ma- 
dam, however ;—you have got notions _ 
in your head not becoming in you to 


indulge, nor worthy any "endeavours 


of mine to expel ; I would only have 
you be wiſer, and conſider that of all 
domeſtic animals a jealous wife is the 
moſt contemptible. 


He flung out of the room with theſe 
words, and all the tokens of diſdain and 


indignation in his countenance, Pie 
Pla- 
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Placentia in a confuſion not eaſy to be 


deſcrib'd; — I could perceive, however, 


by the geſtures af that unhappy lady, 
that ſhe repented having gone fo tar, yet 
knowing herſelf the only injured, could 
not yield either to recede from her reſo- 
lution on the account of Miranda, or 
make u of any attempts to ſoften fo ill- 
founded a reſentment in her huſband. 


It is now 1 that his amour with Mi- 
randa is on the decline; — that a new face 


has utterly eclipſcd all the charms he lately 


found in hers; and that Placentia has at 


leaſt this conſolation under her misfor- 
tune, to find that no one beauty has the 


Power long to retain the heart ſhe has 


loſt ;—ſo or are the poet” 8 Wards; : 


When xd to one, love ſafe at anchor | 


© rides; 


And dares the fury of the winds and 


S 
But loſing once that hold, to the 
wide ocean borne, . 


« It drives at with to ev'ry wave a 


6 (corn. 


Marriage, tho! a ſacred inſtitution, — 
tho* ordain'd by heaven to beſtow the 


ſupremeſt felicity we mortals are ca- 


pable of enjoying, becomes the ſeverett 
> curſe, 
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curſe, when fouls ill ſuited to each other 
are join'd in its indiſſoluble bonds; and 
it too often happens, that thoſe who by 
nature and education are quality'd to give 
and receive the greateſt happineſs, are 
render'd the moſt miſerable through the 
3 of a bad temper'd partner. 


Montelion has been twice married; — 
he has experienced both all the content- 
ments, and all the inquietudes of that ſtate, 
with women of humours as widely dif- 
ferent as light and darkneſs ; — I had 
almoſt ſaid, as heaven from hell: — his 
lirft lady, as the was excell'd by none in 
exterior perfections, ſo ſhe was equall'd 
but by very few in the more valuable 
endowments of the mind ;—his life, while 


in poſſe eſlion of this treaſure. was one con- 


tinued ſcene of harmony and love; but 
ſoon, alas, the bliſsful proſpect vaniſh'd ! 
— the fair, the virtuous, the tender Er- 
minia died ; and, to add to the misfortune. 
of her diſconſolate huſband, left no pledge 


behind her of their mutual affection. 


Though in that Kade of life FO 
amorous flames are at their higheſt bent, 


thoſe of Montelion ſcem'd all bury'd in 


the grave of his dear Erminia : — he re- 
main'd for ſeveral years the lonely occupier 
of a widow'd bed; — at laſt, however, 

| | the 


I SF 093 bois by 
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the ardent deſire of having an heir for 
his eſtate got ſomewhat the better of his 


melancholy, and determined him on a 
ſecond venture. 


In the choice he made he conſulted 
neither fortune nor beauty; — the 2 one, 


indeed, he wanted not; — and as for the 
other, ſince his Erminia's death, all wo- 


men were equal to him, and he regarded 


the lovely and unlovely with the fame 


indifference z — he therefore marry'd Fe- 
rocia, merely becauſe ſhe was one of the 
daughters of a fruitful family, and likely 


to anſwer the only end which induced 


him once more to become a huſband. 


Every body was aftoniſh'd at theſe nu p- 


tials, and much more ſo on the know- 


ledge of Ferocia's behaviour afterwards z. 
— but I ſhall preſent my reader with the 
character of this lady, as it was given by 
an impartial hand in a letter to a friend, 


Ferocia, now the wife of Montelion, 


is a woman plain in her perſon, — weak 
in her undeſtanding, —capricious and fan- 


taſtic in her humour, — unpoliſh'd in 
her manners; — and, what is worſe than 
all, inſufferably vain and inſolent on her 
new dignity, without one grain of true 

. | love 
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152 - The Indiſible Spy. 
love or gratitude tor the man who has 
raiſed her to it. 


My Gift of Inviũibility 


3 


* of honeſty;' and I have heard ſevere 
cenſures paſs'd upon her virtue; yet I 
never could make any diſcoveries to her 
prejudice on that ſcore, and am apt to 
believe, that the rampant airs ſhe gives 
herſclft among the men, are, in reality, 
more owing to a eien than an amo-. 


Tous dil poſition. 


M bon Ge to ſee had behaviour in 
the ſame light I do; yet, for the ſake of 
his own. honour, 


not been married above three months 
when he was ſciz'd with a fit of the gout 
which confined him to his apartment; — 
Ferocia came in cover*d over with jewels 
and - blazing like a ſtar; and, without 
expreſſing any concern for his indiſpoſi- 
tion, told him that ſhe was going to lady 
Primwell's route; on which enſued the 
following dialogue between them: 


aſſiſted me in 
proving the truth of the above in all its 
parts — further I will not pretend to ſay; 
tor tho” it is a vulgar Adage, that, Where 
there is no modeſty, there is little ſign 


cannot but wilh ſhe 
would act with more reſerve. They had 


Iientelion. 


7 
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Montelion. , 1 Aatter'd nepal ma- 
dam, with having the happineſs of your 
company at home this evening, as I am 
* not in a condition to ſtir out.” 


| Ferocia. Oh bein I ſhould make 
the worſt nurſe in the world: What 
9 would my ſtaying do vont £ 


Montelion. © A great deal, cen 
and I hope I need ſay no more to en- 
gage you not to leave me. 


FTerecia. Indeed, my lord, I muſt 
go, I have given my promile.* 


| Montelion. . You will be eaſily excu- 
ſed; — nobody will*expect a wife on a 


party of pleaſure, when they know her 


* huſband is confined by pain. —Come, 
my dear Ferocia, you muſt not think 
« that ſtaying at home one night is an act 
of too much complaiſance to a man 


© who would refuſe nothing for your 


c fatisfaCtion,” & 


In ſpeaking this he drew her gently to- 
wards him, and gave her two or three 


very tender kiſſes ; but in doing fo a little 


ſnuff he had between his thumb and finger 
. to ſcatter on her glove; on 
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154 The Inviſible Spy, 
which ſhe ſtarted from him and returned 
his kind expreſſions in theſe terms : 


Ferocia. * Piſh, how ſilly this is ?— 
you have ſpoil'd my gloves with your 
naſty ſnuff. —Here John, William, run 
one of you to my dreſſing- room and 
bid Faddle bring me a pair of clean 
gloves in a minute.“ 


|Montelion. «© Don't put EM IVF into a 
paſſion, my dear, but fit down and re- 
ſolve to oblige me ;—PlI call for cards, 


Q A 


8 nd well _ a game at picquet.' 


She made no reply, but hung down 
her head, and ſtood counting the ſticks of 
her fan till Faddle came into the room. 


Ferecia, * Where are the gloves ?? 


Paddle. Madam; I thought the fel- 
© low was miſtaken when he bid me bring 
£ gloves, as your ladyſhip had juſt now 


Ja clean Pair. 


Montelion. « Aye, mrs. Faddle, there- 
ig no occaſion ; rather get your lady's. 
© night-dreſs ready; for ſhe has changed 


3a her mind, and Som not go abroad.“ 


Ferocia. 


The Inviſible Spy, 155 


Ferocida. © Indeed I both muſt and 
will, my lord. — Do you imagine that 
becauſe you are ſick I muſt mortify 
myſelf, and be mew'd up. with you till 
J am ſick too? — No, — no, I am not 
weak enough to comply with ſo un- 
"reaſonable a requeſt; therefore adieu 
till morning, I ſhall ſcarce ſee you till 
that time, and hope 1 ſhall then find 
your lordſhip better.“ : 


GG KG «6 


M @ K a 


She waited not for any reply he might 
have made, but flounced out of the room, 
follow*d by her woman. —Montelion foon 
after heard the footman call*d to attend 
her ladyſhip and the chariot drive from 
the door. — How would fome huſbands 
have reſented ſuch uſage, even from the 
molt lovely of womankind ? yet Mon- 
telion bore it without any ſhew of impa- 
tience, from one endow'd with no charms. 
to excite either love or reſpect ; — his 
tameneſs, however, is not owing to any 
meanneſs of ſpirit in him, but rather to. 
his good ſenſe ;—he does not care to have 
his domeſtic- affairs become the talk of the 
town, nor to come to an open rupture 
with the woman he has made his wife; 
and having in vain eſſay*d all the means 

that prudence and good-nature could 
ſuggeſt, to bring her to a mare reaſon- 
H 6 able 
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able way of thinking, he has at laſt given 
over the attempt; — ſeems not to regard 
whatever ſhe does, but endeavours to 
loſe the thoughts of his private diſquiets 
in the toils of public buſineſs. 


TED 75 
C H AP. II. 


Relates a | ange and moſt unnatural 


inſtance of bigottry and entbuſi * . 


ina parent, 


Othing is ſo deſirable as religion, — 
nothing ſo truly amiable as piety 5 5 
what bleſſings does it not diffuſe to all 
who are within the reach of its influence ? 
— from it all other virtues are derived, 
and by it alone are enabled to act with 
vigour yet how often have we ſeen this 
heavenly quality perverted into its very 
oppolite ; and, from the ipirit of meek- 
neſs, benevolence, mercy, charity and 
univerſal love, become the ſpirit of pride, 
contention, envy, hatred and perſecution ; 
— like the arch-angel, who, ſtanding 
neareſt to the throne of glory, 6; 


ted himſelf into the lowe it hell. 


B. gotry 
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Bigotry a n are the ſureſt 
engines which the ſubtle enemy of man- 
| kind makes uſe of for our deſtruction ; 3 — 
all other crimes carry their ſtings with 
them; conſcience reproaches us for doing 
amiſs, and we fall not again into the like 
without extreme reinorle and ſhame ; but 
the man poſſeſs*d of this holy frenzy of 
the mind glorys in his perſeverance, be- 
cauſe he looks 1 it as the higheſt 
virtue. 


But this, indeed, is not an age i in which 
_ errors of this nature much abound; — it 
has been much more the faſhion of late 
years, for people to laugh at and contemn 
all the duties of religion, than to be too 
warm in the practice of any of them; — 
there are, however, ſome few examples 
of the contrary extreme, a melancholy 
proof of which 1 am now about to give. 


A gentleman, win I ſhall diftingoilly | 
by the name of F laminio, had attain'd to 
the age of 50, without having been known 
to be guilty of any one thing which could 
call in queſtion either his honour, good 
nature, or good ſenſe :—he had lived ca- 
reſs'd by his friends, reſpected by his ac- 
quaintance, and almoſt adored by his te- 
nants and dependants; ; — he had one ſon 

and 
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and one daughter, and having loſt 155 


wife in bringing the latter into the world, 


he never ventured on a ſecond bed, but 
laid out all his cares on the education of 
theſe two lng; of his ſoul. 


Adario, for ſo I ſhall call the ſon, ha- 
ving finiſh'd his ſtudies to the ſatisfaction 
of all thoſe who had the charge of in- 
ſtructing him, in order to complete the 


fine gentleman, was ſent to make the 


tour of Europe, under the care of a diſ- 


creet and experienced governor, — Ifa- - 


binda, the daughter, remain'd at home 
with her father, and being extremely 
beautiful, and miſtreſs of every accom- 
pliſhment befitting her ſex and rank, at- 
tracted the love and admiration of as. 


many as had . to be witneſs of 
her Perfections. 


Being ſuch as I have deſerib'd, it may 
ealily be ſuppoſed, that, in a town like 


this, there were not a few who declared 


themſelves her lovers; — Lyſimor was 
among the number of thoſe who had the 
leaſt to fear, and the moſt to hope for, in 
his addreſſes to her; — he had an agree- 
able perſon, — was deſcended of a good 
family, and was heir to an eſtate adequate 
to his birth :—he had been tellow-itudent 
with Adario, and though, being ſome 

years 


G 
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years older, he had left the Univerſity 


before him, they had always kept up a 


correſpondence ; : — he was introduced to 
the acquaintance of the ſiſter by the inti- 
macy he had with the brother, who fail'd 
not, before he went abroad, to recom- 


mend his friend's pretenſions to her in 


the . terms. 


He it Was, indeed, who alone had the 
ſecret to pleaſe her; — her young heart 
preſently diſtinguiſh'd him from all his 
rivals; but her modeſty and diſcretion 
would not permit her to give him any 


marks of the peculiar regard ſhe had for 


him, till authoriz'd to do ſo by the per- 


fon who ſhe had always been taught to 


conſider as the ſole diſpoſer of her fate. 


_ Lyſimor, who had alſo been bred in 
the moſt ſtrict obedience, made not his 


court to Iſabinda without having firſt 


communicated the paſſion he had tor her 


to his father, and received his approbation; 
— the two old gentlemen had aftewards an 


interview on this occaſion ; and Flaminio, 


being perfectly [atisfy*d with the propoſals 


made by the other, readily gave his con- 
ſent, on condition his daughter, whoſe 1n- 
clinations he faid he would never ge 
about to force, ſhow have no objection 


| to che match. 


The 
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The ſame evening, as they were ſitting 
together at ſupper, Flaminio related to 
his daughter all that had paſs'd between 
him and the father of Lyſimor; and 
added, that he look'd upon him as a very 
deſerving young fellow; — that his birth 
and fortune were unexceptionable; and 
that if ſne had no averſion to his perſon, 
he ſhould be heartily glad of an alliance 
with him. 


Iſabinda bluſh'd like the ſun juſt peep- 


ing from a cloud, on hearing her father 
ſpeak in this manner, and could ſcarce 
recover herſelf from the glad ſurprize 


enough to tell him, that ſince he was 
pleaſed with ſuch an union ſhe ſhould be all 
obedience to his will ;—ſhe ſaid no more, 
but the ſoft confuſion ſhe was in, and the 
Joy which ſhe could not reſtrain irom 
ſparkling in her eyes, ſufficiently teſti- 
fied how much her inclinations correſ- 
ponded with her duty. — Well then, 
© reſumed he, from this time forward re- 
« ceive Lyſimor as the perſon by heaven 
and me ordain'd to be your huſband.“ 


1 leave it to my fair readers to con- 
ceive what delightful images muſt fill 
the mind of Iſabinda, after this ſanction 
to an affection which hitherto ſhe had 

| NOT. 
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not . dared to indulge, yet had 1t not in 
her power to ſubdue ;—for my own part, 
tho* I was preſent during all the conver- 
ſation ſhe had with her father on this 
head, I left the houſe when ſhe retired to 
her chamber, which ſhe did .more early 
than ordinary that night, I gueſs, to have 
an opportunity of giving a looſe to the 

tranſports of her mind. 


As for Lyſimor, the Joy bs fel on 
being acquainted with what his father had 
done for him was very much allay'd by 
the perfect ignorance he was in of having 
made any impreſſion on the heart of his 
charming miſtreſs ;—he went to viſit her 
the next day, hopipg, yet trembling for 
the event; but ſoon the lovely maid put 
an end to his ſuſpence, by aſſuring him, 
that for his ſake alone ſhe could reſolve, 
without reluctance, on changing her con- 

dition. | 


Not only the . themſelves, but 
both their parents alſo ſeem'd equally im- 
patient for the conſummation of theſe 


5 nuptials —a ſhort day was appointed for 


the celebration ;—the articles of ſettlement 
and jointure were drawing up; new 
habits, —new coaches, — new equipages,.— 
all neceſſary preparations were carrying on 
with the utmoft expedition, when lo! — 
a ſud 
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a ſudden and unexpected ſtorm bore _ 
down at once the pleaſing proſpect of their 


hopes, — for ever daſh'd their expected 
Joys, and ſpread a laſting ſcene of deſo- 


lation and deſpair. How vainly, alas, do 


we depend on mortal happineſs 7 the 
gaudy bubble fleets before us like the 
wind, — eludes our graſp, and mocks the 
= - chace,—as ſir Robert How ard my 
expreſſes it, | 


Short is th' uncertain reign and pomp 
Jof mortal pride; ; 
New turns and changes ev'ry day 
6 Arc of inconſtant chance, the conſtant 
arts; 

=} Soon ſhe gives, ſoon takes away, 
She comes, embraces, nauſeates you 
and parts. 


Flaminio, from being the moſt chiny- 
ful, good-natur'd man that could be of 
his age, became all at once transform'd in- 
to the moſt ſullen, gloomy, and diſcon- 
tented ; — from expreſſing the utmoſt: 
eagerneſs for his daughter's wedding, he 
now appear'd wholly negligent of every 
thing relating to it : —when the father of 
Lyſimor, and the lawyer. employ'd to 
draw the marriage writings, went to his 
houſe, he order'd his ſervants to ſay he 
was from home; f made ſeveral tradeſmen 

ry 
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carry back the things he had beſpoke for 
the ſolemnity and, in fine, put an en- 


tire ſtop to all he had been ſo ſolicitous 
in in ann, 


The father of ors: began to o ehinls 
himſelf affronted by this proceeding ; and 
both the lovers were amazed and troubled. 
beyond deſcription at it; but tho* the 
young gentleman came once or twice 
every day to viſit his dear miſtreſs, Fla- 
mimio ſo carefully avoided his preſence 
that he could get no opportunity of com- 
plaining to him, and Iſabinda was too 
much terrified by the unuſual auſterity of 
of his looks to have the courage to open 
her I a to him on this ſcore. 


She was one Aer alone in the 
fore parlour, waiting the approach of 
Lyſimor, when her father, who was in 
a back room, call'd her to him; — ſhe 
immediately obey'd, and on her entrance 
was accoſted by him in this manner: 


. Well, Ifabinda, I rand 
you expect Lyſimor here enn, he! 


Tabula, « Yes, fir, — it is near the 
hour when he generally viſits me.“ 
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© 1t is accompany'd by her hand. 
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Flaminio. His company may be 
© ſpared at this time I have ſomething 
to ſay to you, and would not be inter- 


rupted; — I have therefore given or- 


ders to the ſervants to tell him, when 


© he comes, that you are gone abroad.” | 


Jſabinda. He will ſcarce believe that; 
© — becauſe I promiſed to take a walk 
© with him in the Mall after tea; but 
if you require my attendance 1 will dif- 
5 * mils him the ſame moment he comes.“ 


. 6 No, it ſhall be as I have 
* ſaid ;—if you marry him you will have 
opportunities enough to ſee each other ; 
© and if you do not, it will be beſt for 
© you not to have 3 your affections 


Vabinda. 8 Sir, 1 ſhould never have 


_ © entertain'd the leaſt thoughts of marry- 


ing either him or any other man with- 
out having firſt received your commands 
to do ſo.” 


Hlainimo. Lowman that may 1 
© events we think moſt near, are often 
the fartheſt from being accompliſh'd ; 
EL and for that reaſon a young maid 
* ought never to diſpoſe of her heart till 


1 


2e * 87 ay 165 


„ «1 hope, 100 that Lyn 
has done nothing to forfeit the good- 
will you once had for him ?? 


* 


* 


Flami 'nio. * No, no, I have nean 

to ſay againſt the young gentleman ;— 

and ſhould till approve of him for 2 
ſon-1 in- _; — but — ml 


0" 


* 


ab 5 But what! beſeech you, 
ſir, keep me not on a rack more cruel 
than death. ; | 


0 


Flaminio. T am ſorry to ſee you | ſo 
much concern'd on his account; — I 
© hoped to have found you more indiffe- 
rent; but, ſince your inclinations are 
ſo deeply engaged, wiſh from my ſoul 
X there were a 'poſibility for your union.“ 


Jets c Ah, lr, what prevents it!“ 


Flaminio. A father's vr hap- 
Pin or _— 


Theſe words, the cop with which 
he utter'd them, and the horror that ap- 
pear'd in his countenance, frighted the 
poor young lady almoſt into fits; — ſhe 

ſtarred, — trembled ; and, not able to 


comprehend the. meaning of whit ſhe 
- 
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heard, the moſt terrible ideas came into 
her mind, and made her rather dread 


than wiſh an explanation. 


She ſtood pale as a ghoſt, and motion- 


| leſs as a ſtatue, while her father, greatly 
agitated, walk' d backwards and forwards 


in the room with irregular and diſorder'd 
ſteps :—both remain'd ſpeechleſs for ſome 
time; — at laſt, — © I cannot as yet, ſaid 
* he, bring myſelf to relieve the ſuſpence 
I fee you are in; but will do it ſoon ; 
— retire therefore, my dear Iſabinda, 


* 


to your chamber, continued he with a 


deep ſigh, and invoke the almighty 
diſpenſer of bleſſings to give you that 
compoſure of mind, which can alone 
enable you to ſupport chearfully what- 
ever fate he is pleaſed to ordain for 
you.” OE 


A M A A & _Ag 


She went to her chamber as com- 
manded ; but whether to pray or weep I 


will not .pretend to inform my readers : 


— I remain'd with Flaminio while he 
ſtaid below, which was not long, then 
follow'd him up to his cloſet, where he 
ſhut himſelf in, plucking the door ſo 
haſtily after him I had not time to enter; 


but, peeping through the key-hole, I ſaw. 


he had thrown himſelf proſtrate on the 
floor, with his hands and eyes lifted up 
Nt to 
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to Heaven, ſeeming very earneſt in de- 
votion; — I left him in this poſture, 


and return'd home much ſurpriſed at 
what | had ſeen and heard. | 


Impatient, however, to get ſome far- 
ther light into an affair which at preſent 
appear*d ſo myſterious to me, I went the 
next morning to Flaminio's houſe z; — I 
enter'd Iſabinda's chamber with a ſervant 
who was carrying in a diſh of chocolate; 
— that unhappy lady was fitting leaning 
her elbow on a table and her head upon 
her hand, — her eyes red with the late 

fallen tears, and all ſymptoms of deſpair 
and grief about her; but nothing being 
to be learnt here I went in ſearch of Fla- 
minio, whom I found in his dreſſing- 
room ; — he was in a muling poſture, 
but had a countenance much more ſerene 
than the day before; — I had not been 
many minutes with him before he rung 
his bell for a footman, whom he order'd 
to fetch Iſabinda to him; — ſhe preſently 
came, and I was witneſs of the following 

extraordinary dialogue: i 


Flaminio. * Sit down, my child. — 
4 was to blame to leave you in the 
« perplexity I did laſt night; but it was 
© occalion'd only by my too great ten- 
* derneſs z — I could not eaſily reſolve - 
| 15 te | 
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168 The Inviſible Spy. 
tell you a thing which 1 fear'd would 
make you with I had lov'd you leſs.” 


Iiabinda. 0 Sir, I have always look'd 
upon your paternal affection to me as 
« the greateſt bleſſing of my life.“ 


Flaminio. ] believe you have; and 
I had never any cauſe to think you did 
© not return that affection with an ade- 
« quate proportion of filial love and duty.“ 


 Jſabinda, ] flatter myſelf, fir, that 
© go one of my actions has ever ſhewn 


the contrary. 


Flaminio. None, Te my Sek 
© child ; — I ought not therefore to have 
6 doubted of your ready compliance in a 
thing on which my ſoul's eternal peace 

depends. — Tell me, my Ifabinda, 
« would you not willingly forego a trifling 
« ſatisfaction to aſſure your father's happi- 
* neſs both here and hereafter ? Py 


Iſabinda. I ſhould elſe, fir, be 
« ſtrangely unworthy of the goodneſs you 
have ſhewn to me.” | 


Flaminio. Well then, my deareſt 
Iſabinda, I will no longer heſitate to 


c make thee the confidante of a ſecret 
8 which 


& 6 


n ⁵:FmGA; 


could require. 
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which hitherto has never eſcap'd my 
own boſom; — it is a ſtory will very 
much ſurpriſe thee ; — but ſee thou 


mark me well, and. be attentive to 
every particular I ſhall relate.” 


T/avinda. © You may be certain, ſir, I 
will be lo. 


Flaminio. Know then, that going 
into the country to take poſſeſſion of 
that eſtate which you have heard de- 
volved on me by the death of my uncle, 
I fell into the acquaintance of a young 
lady in the neighbourhood, called 
Harriot ; — ſhe was handſome, — I 
had a heart entirely free, and I became, 
as I then thought, violently in love 
with her ; but marriage being a thing 
of too ſerious a nature to be agrecable 


to my inclinations at that time, the ad- 


dreſſes I made to her were extremely 
private ; : — ſuch as they were, how- 
ever, they ſucceeded but too well ; and, 
on my promiſing to make her my wife, 
obtain'd all the gratification my paſſion 


— 


Having finiſh'd the bullneh which 
had brought me thither, I ſet out ſoon 
after on my return to London ;—Har- 
riot took leave of me without much re- 
You * = _ ©: areQs 
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170% The Inviſible Spy, 
< pret, being to follow in a few days, 
with her father and the whole family, 


the winter ſeaſon coming on: — on her 
arrival ſhe ſent me immediate notice, 


La) 


& 

— 
and 1 provided a proper place for our 
& 


private interviews, which were not ſel- 
dom, my amorous deſires being yet un- 
* ſatiated. 

6 Perhaps her youth, ber beauty, and, 
above all, the extreme tenderneſs ſhe 
had for me, might have engag'd me 
for a much longer time, had not the 
charms of your dear mother render'd 
all thoſe of the whole ſex beſides con- 
« temptible in my eyes: — I ador'd her 
© from the firſt moment I beheld her, — 
the flame ſhe inſpir'd me with was 


* 


* 


widely different from what I had ever 


© felt before; marriage was no more a 
bugbear to me; — on the contrary, I 


burn'd, — I languiſh'd to be link*d in 


* thoſe glorious bonds with a perſon of 


© ſuch diſtinguiſh'd merit, and the means 


of attaining that — „ all 
my thoughts, 


J now made a thouſand: excuſes to 
© avoid meeting poor Harriot, and when 
her repeated ſollicitations drew me 
« ſometimes to her, my behaviour was ſo 
cool, ſo chang'd from what it was, that 

0 ſhe 
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ſhe could not but ſee into the cauſe ; 
in fine, ſhe grew jealous, inguige 


and ſoon diſcover'd my honourable at- 
tachment. 


9 Tears, reproaches, and complaints, 


now furniſh'd me with a pretence to 
quarre!; — I told her I would ſee her 


no more, and indeed ſhe put it out of 


my power to break my word; for in three 
days after we had parted in this manner 
ſhe died, — not without ſome ſuſpicion 


of poiſon, as I have heard it whiſper'd; 


— but whether ſhe had recourſe, in rea- 


lity, to any ſuch deſperate method to 


rid her of a lite ſhe was grown weary 
of, or whether grief alone did the work 
of fate, I know i not; but am but too 
certain, that however that might be, my 
ingratitude was the cruel cane. though 
ſhe- was too generous ever to declare it, 
and not one of all her numerous kifdred 
or acquaintance had the leaſt intimation 
of the intercourſe had been between us. 


The ſhock I felt on che firſt intelli- 
gence of this ſad cataſtrophe is incon- 
ceivable, and would doubtleſs have 


made a laſting impreſſion on me, if the 


progreſs I every day made in my court- 


ſhip to the object of my virtuous affec- 
tion, — the gaining her conſent to be 


14 1 6 nune, 
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mine, — our marriage, and the hurry of 
pleaſures attending that ſolemnity, had 

not too much taken up my heart to 


leave room for any other ſenſations than 
« thoſe of joy and tranſport. 


Events once obliterated from the 
mind, by others of greater conſequence 
« to our happineſs, ſeldom or never re- 
6 Wen to it again: a long ſucceſſion of 

years pals d over without any remem- 
0 „back of the unfortunate Harriot; and 
< it is but very lately that the thoughts of - 
K * have begun to trouble my , 


But heaven would not ſuffer me to be 
1 * always dead to a juſt ſenſibility of the 
1 crime I had been guilty of; not many 
FL © nights ago, whether fleeping or awake I 

cannot pretend to be poſitive, I ſaw, — 
bat leaſt I thought I ſaw, the figure of 
that injur'd woman ſtand by my bed- 
* fide; — I heard her too, with a voice 
oþ hollow, yet ſonorous as an eccho, bid 
© me repent, and attone for my paſt 
« tranſgreſſion.* — © How ſhall I attone ! 
« cry'd I.” - Devote to heaven the 
« deareſt thing you have on earth,“ re- 
* ply'd the phantom, and in that inſtant 
5 vaniſh'd from my ſight, 


* It 
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© Tt is not poſſible for me to expreſs, 


much leſs for you to conceive, the hor- 


rors [ ſuſtain'd after this amazing dream, 
or apparition, I know not which to 
call it; but am fince convinced it wa 
no other than my guardian angel, who, 
under the form of Harriot, inſtructed 
me how to attone for my crime; — 
and ſhould I neglect or diſobey his 
ad monition, it would more than double 
my trangreſſion and ſink my ſoul down 
to the loweſt hell. Devote to heaven 


the deareſt thing thou haſt on earth,“ 


the viſion ſaid. — Now what have 1 
on earth that is truly dear to me, ex- 
cept your brother and yourſelf? — I 
have examin'd well my heart, and find 
that of the two you fit the neareſt there; 
— it is you therefore, my Iſabinda, that 
is ordain'd to be the ſacrifice ;—and, like 
faithful Abraham, I muſt ſubmit to lay 
my darling on the altar.“ 


Jabinda. oh. ſir, you wall not Kill 
mer” 


Hapinio. Kill thee, my child, ra- 


ther would I ſuffer this fleſh of mine 
to be torn with burning pincers, — 


every limb diſlocated, — my breaſt laid 


open, and my panting heart — to 
1-2 | "”_ 
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public view, than hurt the ſmalleſt part 
of thy dear precious frame; — no, — I 
mean to preſent thee a living ſacrifice on 
the altar of piety; to conſecrate thee to 
the ſervice of heaven, and to make thee, 
while on earth, a companion for the 
ſaints above; — in fine, my Habinda, 
you muſt be a nun.” 


, 0 08 OP... E- 


Jabinda. A nun, — oh heavens 4 


This poor young lady ſeem'd no leſs 
terrified with the word nun than ſhe 
had been with that of ſacrifice ; — but 
my Tablets being quiet full with the 
converſation already recited, and my me- 
mory a little treacherous, as I confeſsꝰd 
in the introduction to this work, I can 
preſent the reader with no farther par- 
ticulars on either ſide; — all I can ſay is, 
that not all the obedience Iſabinda had 
hitherto been practiſed in, nor all her 
father's authority, nor the arguments he 
urged, could either reconcile cher to the 
way of life he enjoin'd, or oblige her to 
ſubmit to it with any degree of willing- 
neſs; and that her tears and intreaties 
being equally in vain to make him re- 
cede from the reſolution he had taken, 
he diſmiſs'd her from his preſence, telling 
her, in a very angry tone, that he had 
now done with Perſuaſions, and ſhould 

take 


The 1 TJ. 


take meaſures to bring her to her duty 
more becoming his character as a father. | 


CH AP. I. 


The author finds means, tho“ with an 
infinite deal of di iffculty, to make a 
drjeovery of ſome part of the unhappy. 
Conſequences which immediatly at- 
tendid the cruel reſolution F /aminio 
pad taken 1 in re gerd to his daughter, 


Went no more to Flaminio's houſe 

that day, the greateſt part of it being 
paſs'd in tranſcribing the diſcourſe inſerted 
in the preceding chapter, and getting the 
impreſſion expung'd from my chriſtaline 
remembrancer : I did not fail, however, 
to repair thither the next morning ;—but 
gain'd nothing by this vilit ; — Flaminio 
was abroad, —Ifabinda alone i in her cham- 
ber, and the ſervants, from whoſe glib 
tongues I might have expected ſomething 
would tranſpire, were all buſied in their 
ſeveral occupations, and ſeem'd to think 
of nothing out of their own Pe 


I had never yet attempted to ſee how 
| Lyſimor brook'd the late TED had been 
© 4 given 
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given to his intended nuptials, ſo now 
took it into my head to go ;—a ſervant, 
who was carrying out a wig-box, gave 
me an opportunity of lipping into the 
houſe ;—1 found the old gentleman with 
a letter in his hand, which ſeem'd to ex- 
cite in him very great emotions; — but 
as he had juſt finiſh'd the perufal as I 


enter*d the room, and was putting it in- 


to his pocket, I could not poſſibly know 
any thing of the contents; — I was not, 
bowever, long unſatisfied ;—Lyſimor was 


return'd from a morning Ba he had 
been taking, and enter'd a few moments 
after; — be appear*d in little better hu- 


mour than his tather, and, when he had 


paid the uſual alutaion, —ſpoke 1 in this | 
manner : 


Lane. 5 Certainly, * Waning 

ery extraordinary muſt have happen'd 
to occaſion this ſudden change beth in 
« Flaminio and his daughter 1 have 


* 


6 been to enquire of her heatth this morn- 


ing after being diſappointed of ſeeing. 
her laſt night, and have a ſecond time 


been deny'd acceſs.” 


A 


Father. ] could have told you that, 
© jf I had known you had been there ;— 


SS have juſt received a letter from Fla- 
| | we mi nio, 
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6. minio, — ſee what the old coxcomb 
we writes.“ | 


With theſe words he drew the letter he 
had been reading from his pocket and 
threw it on a table, — Lyſimor ſnatch'd - 
it up with the greateſt eagerneſs, and 
found the contents as follow :. 


o SIR, 
8 N over-ruling fate deprives me of 
2 the honour of your alliance, and 


= 


n 


diſpoſes of my daughter in a different 
*© manner from what I once intended; 
N muſt therefore intreat your ſon. will! 
«© make no future viſits: at my houſe, , 
nor take any ſteps to traverſe thoſe 

** deſigns which I am oblig'd to purſue: 
ein relation to Iſabinda. 


As for yourſelf, fir, I hope you will“ 
« impute this alteration in my conduct 
« to what it really is, — an unavoidable 
« neceſſity, and not to want: of reſpect 
„ in him, who in all things elſe would 


85 readily ſubſcribe himſelf, 
ir; 
« Your moſt humble, and 
n gbedient ſervant, 
% FLaMINQ: 


* | Surpriſe 
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Surpriſe and reſentment now ſeemed to 
ſtrive which ſhould be moſt predominant 
in the countenance of Lyſimor; — he 
ſtampt, — bit his lips, — _ 3 a while, 
then _ 


LI mor. © This muſt be 1 
no man in his ſenſes could poſſibly act 
thus. — What, — after expreſſing the 
higheſt ſatisfaction in the intended union 
between our families, — after the war- 
meſt profeſſions of reſpect to you, ſir, 
and of love to me, to affront both in ſo 
groſs a manner, without the leaſt cauſe 
given on our part tis unaccountable, 
— tis monſtrous but I cannot think 
Iſabinda ſhares in her father's frenſy.“ 


SS ⁵ĩ˙/ ( 


Father. Whatever ſhe does, it be- 
hoves you not to think on her at all; 
— ſooner would I have my family ex- 
tinct, and my name periſh to eternity, 
than have a branch of that ſtem grafted 
on a tree of mine; — and I ſhould be 
ſorry to find you mean- ſpirited enough 
to retain a with that ways 


FA a K K K K © 


What reply ee would have made 

I know not, for the old gentleman was 
calPd haſtily out of the parlour to one 
who waited for him in another room. — 
. Lyſimor, 
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Lyſimor, when alone, fell into a deep: 
muſing, —in which he ſigh'd and frown'd 
alternately, and ſeem'd divided between 
his love and his reſentment but what- 
ever his thoughts were, he had not op- 
portunity to indulge them; — a ſervant 
preſented him with a letter, which he ſaid 
was brought by a porter, who deſired it 


might be given to his own hands, and 
waited tor an anſwer 


17 no ſooner ſaw the characters 
on the ſuperſciption than the late paleneſs 
in his cheeks was converted into the moſt 
lively red; — he broke the ſeal with 
trembling impatience and found it con- 
tain'd theſe lines: 


«© Dear Sin, SE 
cc M* father, in an unaceountable ca- 
price, tears me from your arms, 
60 and! is reſolute to make me a nun; or 
„ rather a martyr of me. — Prayers and 
„ tears are ineffectual to move him from 
e his purpoſe, — I bave try'd both in- 
„ yain, and it is by flight alone I can 
ce avoid a fate more dreadtul to me than 
« all I can ſuffer by abandoning his pro- 
te tection z—if you have compaſſion, —T 
* muſt not now ny love, — aſſiſt me in 
* eſcape: : — { have made no inti- 
66 macies, have no confidants on whom 
f „ JL. dare 
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ce 
6c 
cc 
CC 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


e 


Cc 
cc 


Cc. 


«Cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc. 


«Cc 


I dare rely in this diſtracting exigence, 
and there remain not four and twenty 
hours between me and the impoſſibility 
of averting the doom that threatens me: 
— I am at preſent a cloſe priſoner in 
my chamber, and to-morrow, early in 
the morning, am to take coach for 
Dover, thence to embark for Dunkirk, 

under the care of a perſon whoſe vigi- 
lance I cannot hope to elude, and who 
is not to quit my ſight one moment 


till I am, beyond redemption, lodged 


within the walls of a convent.—A girl 
lately taken into the houſe, pitying my 


diſtreſs, has promiſed to get this con- 


vey'd to you, and allo to greaſe the 
hinges of the ſtreet door, that I may 
o out with leſs noiſe when the family 
are all in bed, which I believe will 
be pretty early, as my father is too 
much- out of humour to ſee any com- 
pany. ; —if you will take upon you the 
trouble to wait for me at the end of 
our ſtreet, next the ſquare, between 
the hours of twelve and one, and con- 
duct me to ſome place where I may 
be ſecreted till the ſearch, which doubt- 
leſs will be made after me, is over, I 
ſhall endeavour to earn a ſubſiſtence by 
ſuch ways as J am capable of and for- 


tune ſhall preſent : — if you ever truly 


loved me, you will not think this re- 


« queſt |} 


The Suid Soy: off 


« queſt too preſuming, but rather be ſorry 

for the ſad accident that compels me 
to make it. —l beg a line, in anſwer to 
e this, may inform me what I have to 

6 depend upon from your good- nature, 

« and what hope remains, 

« For the forlorn, 


cc And moſt wretched 
c IS ABIN DA? 


The lover appear'd extremely touch'd 
with this melancholy epiſtle, and when 
he had finiſh'd threw his arms acroſs his. 
| breaſt, and cry*d out, 


Wy mor. Poor Iſabinda, RE dæ- 
mon has taken poſſeſſion of her father's 
brain! — but I ſhould be even yet 

more cruel to refuſe the affiſtance ſhe 
implores. — No, — love, honour, and 
generoſity forbid it; — whatever ſhall 
be the conſequence I muſt, — I will. 
defend her from the fate ſhe dreads,” 


„% SS 


He then call'd his footman, and bid 
him order the perſon who had brought 
this letter to wait for. an anſwer at ſome 
diſtance from the houſe, leſt his father 
ſhould: happen to ſee him, and be inqui- 
ſitive from whom, and on what buſineſs : 


he came. | 
Having. 
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Having given theſe inſtructions, he ran 


haſtily up into his chamber, where I 
follow'd, and ſaw him ſit down to his. 
buroe and write in theſe terms: 


te 


To IsABIN DA. 


ke My for ever dear IsaBINDA, 


rer, are my ſufferings in this 
unexpected turn of our affairs, I 
cannot be wholly unhappy while I 
know you have had no part in the in- 
flicting them. Why do you unkindly 
make that a requeſt, which you ought 
to be convinced you might command 


from my affection? — I have devoted 


myſelf entirely to your ſervice; and 
no change of circumſtances can ever 
make me withdraw a heart attracted 
by 1o much beauty, and confirm'd in 
its choice by ſo much merit. Ves, m 

charming Iſabinda, I am unalterably 
yours; and you may depend upon my 
love and honour for every thing you 


either do, or ſhall hereafter ſtand in 


need of: — I ſhall employ this day in 


procuring a proper place for your re- 


ception ; and ſhall anticipate the hours 


*© you mention to watch for your en- 
* largement, which I pray heaven to 


“ facilitate, 


De 2 JET _ 


cc facilitate, and bring you ſale to the 
« arms of, 


My deareſt llabinda, 
« Your ever faithful and 

_ « Moſt conſtant adorer, 

© LVYSIMOR. 


He had but juſt diſpatch'd this when 


his father came into the room, and with 


a voice and air vaſtly different from what 


he had a few minutes before aſſumed, 
ſpoke to him in theſe terms: 


Faber. believe; ſon, I have inter- 
© rupted your dreſling ; — but no matter, 
* — I bring you news to conſole you 
for the loſs of your late miſtreſs ;—my 
old friend, mr. Countwell, the banker, 
- © has been with me; — his tair charge, 

Emilia, comes to town next week, and 
he has offer'd, for a ſmall premium, to 


© make up a match between you; — he 
aſſures me ſhe is a moſt lovely young 


creature, — is entirely independent of 
* any one, and has twenty thouſand 
pounds in her pocket, which is more 
than double the fortune you ſhould 


© have had with the daughter of that fool 


4 F laminio.“ 


Lyſime r. 
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Lyſimor. © I am greatly indebted to 
your goodneſs, ſir, and to the conſide- 
ration mr. Countwell has of me; but, 
«* fir, you know I have long lov'd Ifa- 
© binda, and you muſt give my heart 
© ſome time to wean itſelf from its former 
* attachment.” 


ber. c Pſhaw, — one woman, like 
one nail, will drive out the thoughts of 
another; — your heart muſt be ſtrange- 
ly ſtupified, if it does not. dance to the 
muſic of twenty thouſand pounds : — 
remember, ſon, the eſtate you are to en- 
12 at my deceaſe does not amount to 
quite ſixteen hundred pounds per an- 
num; and that I have been obliged to 
mortgage ſome part of it, to diſcharge 
the debts your extravagant elder brother 
© contracted before he died; — Emilia's 
fortune will retrieve all. — Well, the 
© breaking off your match with Iſabinda 
is the moſt lucky thing that could have 
6 I. 


EC 


Lyſimor. But, ſir, we cannot be ſure 
© that the young Om will approve we ; 
* ſuit.” 


Father. : Mr. Connell will manage 
5 that, — he is a ſhrewd man, — he 
6 Knows 
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knows what he does, and will under- 
© take nothing without performing it: 
you have only to ſay a few fine things 
« to Emilia, which you know well enough 


how to do, when once you get [ſabinda. 


out of your head.“ 


I.yſuamor, © Sir 1 nan uſe my beſt en- 


* deavours to obey you in every thing.” 


Father. That is well ſaid ; — I want 


no obedience but what is for your own 
_* intereſt, and will leave you to reflect 


how many charms there are in twenty 


* thouſand pounds, and then you will 
fall in love with the fortune, whether 
© ever you do ſo with the lady or not.” 


This converſation being ended, I re- 


collected that I had ſome affairs of my 


own. to diſpatch, and began to think of 
_ retiring ; but was prevented by Lyſimor, 


who walking in a continued and very 
haſty motion about the room, obliged 
me to keep cloſe in the corner where I 
had placed myſelf, and: not venture to 
ſtir leſt he ſhould ruſh againſt me: at 
firſt I. was a little vex'd at this confine- 


ment; but afterwards rejoiced heartily at 


it, as it gave me an opportunity of, 
may a ery: which otherwiſe, per- 


ha aps, 
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haps, I ſhould have found much more 
difficult to attain, . 


Lyſimor, after ruminating for a conſider- 
able time, rung the bell for his footman, 
who, on his entrance, received for bis firſt 
command to ſhut the door; — that done, 
he made no ſcruple to inform the fellow, 
who I ſoon found was in all his ſecrets, 
of the concern he was in for Iſabinda;— 
the promiſe he had given of taking her 


Mm under his protection; and the vexation 
due was in to find a proper lodging for 
yn her, ſo that his father might not t ſulpect 


he had any hand in her eſcape, nor her 
own be able to diſcover Where ſhe Was 
concealed. 


To this the man, after a pretty long 
: - paule, reply*d;,—that he had a ſiſter who 
q was a widow, and lived in a very remote 
{ and obſcure part of the town that her 
4 houſe was clean, tho' ſmall ; — that her | 
| family conſiſted only of herſelf, an infant 
= ſucking at her breaſt, and a country girl! 
1 who did the buſineſs of a ſervant; and 
| / added, that if the lady could content her- 
ſelf with ſo mean an abode, he was cer- 
1 | tain ſhe might remain there concealed as 


= | long as ſhe ſhould think fit. 


2. 
— 
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Ly fimor ſeem'd oven at this pro- 
poll, and bid him go directly to his 
liſter, appriſe her of the affair as far as 
it was neceſſary, and give her a ſtrict 


charge to prepare every thing in as decent 


a manner as ſhe could for the reception 
of her fair gueſt. 


The fellow went to execute his com- 
miſſion, and I ſlid ſoftly round the room 


till J got to the door and follow'd him; 


but not to the place where he was going; 
for having already found, by the diſcourſe 


he had with his maſter, the name and ſi- 


tuation of the ſtreet, I had no buſineſs to 
take ſo long a walk, till ſomething more 


material than the bare ſight of it excited 


my curioſity. 


Lyſimor himſelf, however, was not 
more punctual to the time appointed by 


- Habinda than I was to know the iſſue of 


this adventure ;—it wanted ſome minutes 
of twelve when J arrived at the corner of 
the ſquare, and had but juſt poſted myſelf 
under a lamp, when I ſaw Lyſimor come 


muffled up in his cloak, and attended by 


his ſervant. 


We had not waited above a quarter of 
an hour before we ſaw Iſabinda ſteal out of 


her 
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her father's houſe, with a bundle under 


her arm almoſt as big as herſelf; — Ly- 


ſimor, perceiving how ſhe was loaded, 
made his man haſten to eaſe her of it; 


after which ſhe rather flew than ran into 


the arms of her deliverer, for ſo the call'd 


him, — adding, — © Oh can you pardon 


« the trouble F have given you! — To 
which he reply'd, — © Call not that a 
© trouble which I ſhall always look upon 
das the greateſt happineſs of my life,” 


2 could hear diſtinctly little more>ef 
what they ſaid to each other, the foot- 


man being between us: — they walk'd 
very faſt through the ſquare, and down a 
ſtreet which turned from it, where a 
hackney- coach waited to receive them, and, 


as ſoon as they were enter'd, drove away 
with all imaginable ſpeed : —l had neither 
the will nor the power to purſue them, 
return*d home to reflect at leiſure on the 
paſſages I had been witneſs of. OE, 


m_ — * T3 _ 
55 r 


CHAP. 


CHAP. Tv. 


Contains ſome farther and more inte- 
reſting particulars of this adventure, 


and ſhews that people, by flying from YT 


one thing which they think would be 


a misfortune, often run into others 


of a nature much more to be dreaded. 


UCH as I had n Fla- | 


minio for his bigotted ſupefſtition, I 


could not wholly abſolve Iſabinda for the 


ſtep ſhe had taken; — I wonder'd not 
that ſhe was fearful of being forced into 
a ſtate of life which few ladies of her 


years would chuſe ; but I wonder'd that 


ſhe was not alſo fearful of putting herſelf 
into the power of a man who loved her, 


| and whom ſhe paſſionately loved; — ſhe 


muſt certainly either not have conſider'd 


the dangers to which ſhe might be ex- 
poſed, or have depended too much on | 


the ſtrength of her own virtue. 


Beſides, ſhe could not be ſo ignorant as 


not to know that no woman can be made 


a nun, any more than ſhe can be made a 
wife, againſt her will; and a leſs ſhare of 
courage 
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courage than ſhe ſhew'd in this midnight 
elopement would have enabled her, on 
her entrance within the walls of the con- 
vent, to declare ſhe had neither call nor 
inclination to receive the veil, on which 
neither the abbeſs nor the biſhop of the 
dioceſs could have conſented to her ad- 
miſſion into holy orders. 


It is true, that her father might have 
confined her there a penſioner as long as 
he thought fit; but as this would not 
have anſwer'd his end in devoting her to 
the ſervice of the church, by way 7 of pro- 
pitiation for his offences, there is no 
doubt to be made but that he would 
ſhortly have recall'd her home; — and, 
perhaps too, been convinced of his folly i in 

attempting a thing ſo abſurd in itſelf, as 


4 Well as cruel to his daughter. 

= I am ſenſible that many of my fair 
1 young readers will be apt to quarrel with 
= | me for my animadverſions on Ifabinda's 
1 conduct in this point, and cry out, — if 


they were in her place they would do the 
ſame ;—it is very likely, indeed, that they 
would do ſo, and full as likely that they 
would meet with ſomething to make them 
peartily repent of their inadvertency. 
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There are others again, who will ſay, 
— that they can have no compaſſion for 


whatever misfortunes may befal a girl 
who thus raſhly throws herſelf under the 
protection of a man not akin to her; but 
believe the number of thoſe who are 


ſo hard- hearted will be very few, except 


ſome profeſt prudes, who exclaim violent- 
ly againſt the leaſt miſconduct in public, 


yet make no ſcruple of giving themſelves 
the greateſt looſe in Pran 


However, as people never were, nor 
ever will be all of the ſame way of think- 
ing, it would doubtleſs have been the 
moſt prudent in me, not to incur the 
ill-will of any, to have conceaPd my 
ſentiments on this matter, and left every 
one to judge as they pleaſed : — I have 


been ſomething too open, I confeſs, and 
tho' my diſinclination to waſte paper will 
not permit me to blot out what I have 
already ſaid, I promiſe to be hereafter 


more circumſpect, and confine myſelf to 


the bare recital of ſuch facts as ſhall come 
within my cognizance, without preten- 
ding to intrude my own opinion on the 


motives which occaſion'd them. 


To return, therefore, to the melan- 


choly detail I am now upon; — having 
| 5 little 
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little to do with my time the next morn- 
ing, I went to the houſe where I knew 
Habinda was placed for ſhelter from her 
father's power ;—l gain'd an eaſy acceſs, 
the door being open, as is generally the 
cuſtom in mean houſes: — on my going 
up ſtairs I found the unhappy beauty 
| fitting in a very penſive poſture, leaning 
her head againſt the corner of a cup- 
board, which I ſuppoſe ſerv'd her for a 
Hrder, for I ſaw a ſmall lice of butter 
and the remains of a halfpenny roll lying 
on a coarſe earthen plate; frequent ſighs 
iſſued from her breaſt, and ſome tears 
fell from her lovely eyes : — ſtrange, in- 
deed, would it have been if a young lady, 
bred up in all the delicacies of life, could 
have worn a chearful countenance in ſuch 
a change of ſituation ;—tho? as the fellow 
Had told his maſter, the room and all the 
furnitere it contain'd was extremely clean, 
and ſhew'd the houſewifry of the owner, 
yet nothing could have more the face of 


poverty. 


She ſeem'd ba as it were, in a pro- 
found contemplation, when the ſound of 
ſomebody coming up the ſtairs made her 
raiſe her head a little, probably gueſ- 
ung from whom it proceeded, —Lyſimor 
preſently appear'd, and, on ſight of him, 


a dawn of joy overſpread her face ;—he 
ran 


moſt tender things, intermix'd with ſome 
expreſſions of concern, that the neceſſity 


of her being conceal'd left him not the 
ower of providing a place for her more 


ſuitable to her merit and his affection,;.— 
ſhe could not now reſtrain her tears from 
flowing, which occaſion'd the following 


diſcourſe: 8 


Jſabinda. Ah, L.yſimor, I beg you 
© will not talk to me in this manner 
© but rather uſe all your rhetoric to alliſt 
my weak endeavours to ſuit my humour 
to my condition: — to be eaſy, I muſt 
forget what J have been, and wilh to 
be no more. than what I am.“ 


Z y/imor. * You never can bs cther 


than the moſt charming and moſt 


[* worthy of your lex.” 


Vabinda. « Alas, I have no longer any 
« pretence to compliments like theſe 5—1 


* have now, as the poet lays,” 


No name, no family to call my own, 
But am an out-caſt, and a vagabond. 


3 fach I mult hereafter "er and 
hat 1 may loſe all remembrance of my 
former ſtate, I have brought away. my 

Vox. J. K jewels 
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ran to her, —embraced her, and ſaid the 
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jewels and beſt apparel, for no other 
* en] than to diſpoſe of them, and pur- 


« chaſe others more conformable to my 
s future circumſtances.” 


11 yſimer. Torture not thus a heart to 
£ which you are dearer than the vital 
£ blood that gives it motion. — Can you. 
believe I would ſuffer you to part with 
any of thoſe appendixes to your birth 
and rank? — no, —I would rather add 
to them.—Do you not Know that my 
while rene is at your Gevorion'? = 


Jad: uda. 6 1 muſt not, fir, accept it. 


— 
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L/. Hfencr. Why not accept ? too ſcru- 

pulous Iſabinda! — But if you are 
* above receiving the tribute of a lover, 
command whatever you may have oc- 
* caſion for on the ſcore of a brother ;— 
my dear Adario, I know, will Ay 
£ diſcharge the obligation,” 
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T/abinda. I am ſure he will; and, 
on that condition, if Providence pre- 
« ſents no other way for my ſupport, 
* will not . your generous offer. 
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Lyſimor. Think then ne more of 
£ ſubmitting to any thing unworthy of 
your character: ; — I flatter myſelf our 
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© misfortunes are not of long contiunance 
= that your father will 1 repent him of 


his cruel reſolution, and mine forget 
the affront ofier'd to his family, and 


ve may yet be happy.” 


Tſabinda. 8 dare not entertain a hope 
* ſo diſtant? 8 


L 52 mor. © You know not how pro- 
<. phetic my paſſion may prove; — in the 
mean time I ſhould be glad, metiinks, . 
to be made acquainted with the motive 
that has cauſed this ſudden revolution 
in our fate.“ : 


Tſabindi. © Tho? I am loth to expoſe 


the ſecrets, I might ſay the follies, of 


a father, — yet 1 can refuſe you no- 
« thing.” 3 


Perceiving now that ſhe was preparing 
herſelf to make a detail of thoſe particu- 
lars 1 had heard before, and in a prece- 
ding chapter have communicated to the 
reader, I would not ſtay to hear a ſecond 
repetition, but came away and left the 
lovers together for that time. | Ip 

From thence I went to the houſe of 
Flaminio, where I found, as I expected, 


every thing in diſtraction; — meſſengers 
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running backwards and forwards : —ſome 
returning from their fruitleſs ſearch of 
Iabinda, — others going to places where 
they had not before been ſeat ;—and the 
old gentleman himſelf ſo overcome with 
rage and griet, that he was ſcarce capable 


Eo giving the neceſſary orden for what 


he moſt deſired. 


"4 3 other 3 which 1 ſhall 


hereaiter publiſh, then falling in my way, 
1 had no leiſure to make a | ſecond viſit 
to IHabinda for the ſpace of near three 
weeks; — but how ſhall I expreſs my 


concern for that unfortunate young lady, 


when on my going thither [ found her in 
the manner I did; and that all the ap- 
prehenſions I had been in on her account 
had but too ſolid a foundation? 


When wild defies eel over FER 
Heart of man, what is his boaſted ho- 
nour ?—what his virtue ? what his re- 
gard for the happineſs and reputation of 
the woman he pretends to love? — all 
ſhadowy nothing, — vain ideas, which, 


like the SybiPs words wrote on the leaves F 


of trees, are blown off and ſcatter'd 


thro? the air with every guſt of paſiion 1 — 


but to proceed, 


No 


* 8 788 
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No obſtruction being in my way, 1 
paſs'd directly up to Iſabinda's chamber; 


but, finding the door faſt lock'd, began 2 


to imagine he was either removed or Had 
venture out to take the air, and was 


going down again, when I was prevented 


by the murmuring ſound of perſons talk 
ing within; — I then put my ear cloſe to 
the key-hole, and eaßly knew the voices 
to be thoſe of Lyſimor and Iſabinda; on 
which I reſolved to wait till the door 
ſhould be open'd, and in about three or 
four minutes aſter the woman of the houſe 
came up with two diſhes of chocolate and. 


| ſome biſcuits on a plate ; — ſhe had the 


Key in her pocket, and immediately gave 


entrance to me as well as herſelf, 


It was now more than paſt mid-day, 
yet Habinda had not leſt her bed, — Ly- 
ſimor was fitting on the ſide of it as 
lately riſen, having both his feet on a 
chair, without either ſhoes or ſlippers :— 


I was a little ſurpriſed at ſeeing him in 


this poſture, till the chocolate being ſer- 
ved, he ſaid to the woman, 


Lyſimor. Has Jeffery prepared my 
0 B as I directed laſt night! N 
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I/>man, © Yes, an pleaſe your honour, 
« — he has ſo beſplaſh'd them, and made 
the horſc's heels fo dirty, thet one 
vould ſwear they had come a journey 
6 of ny miles at leaſt this morning. 


L. Amer. 2 That's rights 2% would 


* have been ridiculous, after telling my 


father that I was going on a hunting- 


match with ſome gentlemen, to have 


come home as clean as out of a lady's 


 bed-chamber, and perhaps made the 
© old gentleman ſuſpect ſome part of the 
truth: — bur go and bid Jeffery bring 
up the ots. 


Lylimor ſpoke this with a very gay 
air; but Iſabinda hung down her head, 
and on the fellow's coming in hid her 
face behind the curtain, nor utter'd a 
ſyliable while he was in the room, which 
was no longer than to equip his maſter 
pr departure. 


Lyſimor was no ſooner ready, and his 
ſcrvant withdrawn, than he approach'd 
the bed and began to take his leave of 
Iſabinda with a very tender embrace, ac- 
company'd with ſome ſoft words; — ſhe 
made no other i! for a conſiderable 

' - Ann 
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time than returning his careſſes ; but at 
laſt broke out into theſe expreſſions : : 


Jabinda. Ah, Lyſimor, ſhould you 
* forget your vows, — deſpiſe the con- 
* queſt you have gain'd, and leave me to 


* lament my eaſy faith, how miſcrable, 


© how abandon'd he yond the power of 
words to expreſs, would be the condi- 
* tion of your Iſabinda!' 


„ * Unkind and cauſeleſs ap- 
prehenſion! — My dearett love, let nat 
« the thoughts of ſuch impoſlibilities 
diſturb your gentle breaſt; — could | 
6 be ungrateful, aiter being made happ 
in this proof of your affection, I mit 
© be loſt to all ſenſe of honour, — un- 


© worthy of the name of man, and even 


to breathe vital air. 


T/ab-naa. « Well then, — I muſt, — 


+] will believe you, — nor repent what 


© have done; — but tell me, When will 


5 come again?“ 


Lyſimir. To- morrow, if can; 
if not, you may depend on ſeeing me 
6 day; be aſſured that every hour 


* will ſeem an age to me till 1 renew my 
joys: — fare wel, thou lofteſt, lovelieſt 
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He went, but, as I then fancy'd, with 
more the air of triumph than of real 
tenderneſs or reſpect in his deportment ; 
— Ifabinda then calPd' for the woman of 
the houfe to aſſiſt her in riſing, and I left 
the place with a heart full of forebodings 
for her ſuture fate; indeed I truly pitied 
the ruin'd maid, and wiſh'd ſhe never 
might have occaſion to cry out with Mo- 
NIMLL in Ine tragedy: 


+ ———— How oſten has he ſworn 
L Nature ſhould change, the ſun and | 
* frars grow dark, | 
*© Ec he would falſify his vows to me ? 
Make haſte, confuſion then; — tun 
« loſe thy light, | | 
And ſtars drop down with ſorrow to 
© the earth, | 
For he is N f 
Falſe as the winds, the water, or the 
weather; | 
4 Las as Tigers o'er their trembling 
ey: 
c l. fce] him in my breaſt, — he tears 
Wr, 
« And at each Ggh he drinks the guſh- 
08 Ob0d.” - :- 


>. AY * 


» 


My curioſity having received this pain- 


ful ſatisfaction, I imagined not that any 
farther 
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farther diſcoveries, at leaſt that would be 
material enough to compenſate for the 


trouble I ſhould take, could be made in 
relation to theſe lovers, and therefore 
thought of returning no more, either to 


the apartment of Ifabinda, or to the houſe 


of Lyſimor. 


. ſhould, indeed, have endeavour'd to 
loſe all memory of this unhappy tranl-_ 


action, if the talk of the town had not 
continually reminded me of it; — every 


one was full of I ſabinda's flight; — few, 


if any beſides myſelf, were acquainted 
with the motive of it; and none knew to 
what place ſhe was retir'd: — and the 


perfect ignorance people were in on both 
theſe ſcores occaſion'd various conjectures, 
and render'd the wonder much more laſt- 


ing than otherwiſe it would have been. 


But this was not all; — Flaminio, 


pierced through with grief and indigna- 


tion on not being able to find his daugh- 


ter ; and perhaps too with ſome mixture 


of remorſe for the cauſe he had given her 


to leave him, fell into a violent fever, of 


which he died, after languiſhing lome : 


days. 


By his laſt teſtament he bequeath'd to 


Nis daughter, if ever ſhe ſhould be found, 
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the ſum of three thouſand pounds, in 
order, as he cauſed it to be expreſs'd in 
the writing, to keep her above the con- 
tempt of the world; and likewiſe, by the 
ſmallneſs of the portion, to Keep her in 
perpetual remembrance of the eee ſtep 


{he had taken. 


voor after this I received certain in- 
telligence, that Lyſimor was making his 
"3 public addreſſes to a fine young lady with 
a very large fortune; — I doubted not 
but this was that ſame Emilia whom I had 
heard his father ſo ſtrongly recommend, 
and was fired with the utmolt impatience 
to ſee how poor Iſabinda would behave 
on both theſe events; accordingly I went: 
once more to the houſe. where ſhe had 
been concealed ; but, to my great diſap- 
pointment, found ſhe was gone from 
thence ; nor could all my ſearch, joined 
with the aſſiſtance of my im le Belt, 
enable me, for ſome time, to diſcover to 
what part of the town or country ſhe was 


rem oved. 


CHAP. 
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ee Be: APV 
an the cataſtrophe of this truly 


tragical adventure, 
| ADPARIO had proceeded on his 


travels no farther than Paris, when 
the account of his father's death oblig'd 
him to return to England with all pol- 
fible expedition : — ſoon after his coming . 
I made an unſeen viſit at his houſe, There 
1 found him, not like molt young heirs, 
exulting in being the entire maſter of him- 
1 and fortune, and contriving in what 
kind of luxuries he ſhould diſpoſe of 
both, but full of the moſt ſincere and un- 
: affected ſorrow. . 


He was, indeed. one of thoſe few fons - 
who look on the poſſeſſion of an eſtate as: 
no equivalent for the loſs of a good pa- 
rent, ſuch as Flaminio ever had been to 
both his children, till that fatal caprice 
which drove his daughter from his pro- 
tection, — had brought on her undoing, - 
his own death, —and was the ſource of 
other calamities of a yet more dreadtul 
nature, as will preſently appear, | 
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The tory of Ifabinda's . and 
the uncertainty what fate had ſince at- 
tended her, was a matter of great affliction 


to this young gentleman ; — he loved his 


ſiſter with a very tender affection, and had 


| hoped to have ſeen her by this time mar- 
ried to Lyſimor; but as his eſteem for that 


friend was no way leſſen'd by the match 
being broke off; and beſides, expecting 
to be better inform*d by him of the par- 


ticulars of that affair, than he could be 


by any other perſon, he was impatient to 
ſee him, and I found had ſent him that 
morning notice of his arrival ; fora letter, 


in anſwer to his meſſage, was deliver'd to 


him while I was there, 1 rhe contents where- 
of were thele : : 


To ADparro. 
«S ] R, | 


112 Congratulate your ſafe return to 
ngland, and ſhould gladly have 
8 rad _ compliments to you 1n perſon, 


if that honour had not been prohibited 


** by an authority which I muſt not pre- 
ſume to contend with; — my father, 
<< reſenting the affront given by yours, 
« which you cannot but have been in- 
„ form'd of, has forbid me, under the 
f penalty bis en 8 to 

** conve! erſe 
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« converſe with any of your family ; — 

« he was at home when your 8 

« came, and heard the meſſage you ſent 
% deliver'd to me, on which he repeated 

his former injunction, and exacted a 
« ſolemn oath of my obedience to it; — 


„you will therefore pardon my not wait- 


« ing on you, and believe that the diſcon- 
* tinuance of our acquaintance will al- 
ways be extremely regretted . him 
« who is, 
« With all due reſpec, 
« SIR, 


6c Your moſt humble and 


40 Moſt obedient ſervant, - 


40 LYS1MOR.” 


Alas, cried Ada Uhrowing the 
letter from him as ſoon as he had read it, 


© how cold, how diſtant is the air of this 


letter, —how different from thoſe I have. 
«© been accuſtom'd to receive from Ly- 


« fimor! — 1 find that by one wan 
« accident I have at once loſt a father, a 


« ſiſter, and a friend.” 


This epiſtlc em to increaſe his me- 


lancholy, and he ſat in a deep reſvery till 


the entrance of ſame perſons rouſcd him 


; from it, and I quitted the houſe, per- 


ceiving 
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ceiving they were only tenants, and came 


on buſineſs relating to the eſtate, into 
which 1 had no curioſity to . 


I thought that I had now entirely 
done with this family; for as Iſabinda 
was not to be found, 1 expected nothing 
of conſequence could be learn'd eiter at 
the houſe of Lyſimor or Adario, ſo in- 
tended to make no more viſits to thoſe 
gentlemen; — chance, however, about 
five months afterwards, changed my re- 
ſolution, and threw ſomething in my 
way which no diligence of my own could 
ever have attain d. 


As I was going one morning on my 
Inviſible Progreſſion 1 happen'd to | als 
by the houſe of Adario, — he was at'the 
door, and about to ftep into a hackney- 
coach which waited for him, when a fel- 
low, who had the appearance of a groom, 
came running towards him, almoſt breath- 
leſs with the * Fe he had made, and 


cry'd out, — * Oh, fir, I have joyful 
news for you; — I beg your honour 
«will turn back and hear it — Theſe 


words reviv'd ail my former curioſity, 
and, finding Adario comply'd with his 
ſervant's requeſt, follow'd them into the 
parlour, and was witnels of the enſuing 
diſcourſe : 


Com: 


NM. N 
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Groom. © Oh, fir, I have ſeen . 
young lady.“ 


Adario. What young Tt: _ Not 


my ſiſter !? 


Groom. © Yes, ad fir; — as I 
was going to fetch the horſe your ho- 
nour ſent me for, I ſaw madam Iſabinda 
looking through the window of a houſe 


at the corner of a little lane JR: by 
Ron 21217 


Adario. Are you ſure in 648 he? 
S 6. As ſure as Ts am alive, fir ; : 
— though, poor lady, ſhe is much 
alter'd, — very thin and pale. 


Adario. ] fancy you are miſtaken ; 


— if my ſiſter were ſo near Landon, 


ſhe would certainly either have ſent or 
come to claim the legacy left her by 
my father, which J ſuppoſe ſhe has 
need enough of by this time; Tam. 
reſolved to be convinced notwithſt.nd- 


ing. —Do you think ſhe lodges there? 


Groom, Les, fir, for ſhe was all un- 


_ dreſYd, and look'd as if ſhe was Juſt 


out of bed.” of ma; 
Adario. 
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Adario. And can you know the. 


* houſe again! 25 


bes O, yes, fir; — I took par- 
« ticular notice of it; — there is a pretty 
big area before it, with a hatch painted 
1 brown, and an high tree on each ide.” 


Adario. Well Wen — 1 will only : 
« ſend an excuſe to the gentleman I was 
to meet this morning, and go directly 
« thither ; — you ſhall get up in the 
« coach-box and order the fellow where 
to drive; — but let him ſtop ſhort of 
the e, that my ſiſter, if it be ſhe, 
may not be appriſed of wy coming be- 
: fore ſhe ſees me.” 


4 


While Adario was ne one of his 


footmen to ſend on the meſſage he had 
mention'd, I ran to the end of The ſtreet, 


went into a narrow dark paſſage, and 
pluck'd off my Belt; — then, having re- 


covered the appearance of what I am, a 


real ſubſtance, I popt into an empty 


coach that had juſt fet down a fare, bid 
the driver to follow wherever that went 
which he ſaw ſtanding at Adario's door, 


Both the coaches drove with ſuch ſpeed 


that we ſoon reach'd the end of our little 


journey; ; 


The Inviſi ble Sev. 20 


journey ] quitted my vehicle the mo- 
ment I ſaw the other preparing to ſtop; 


but tho? I made all imaginable haſte to 


put on my Belt, I could Aearce have re- 


gain'd my Inviſibility time enough to 


have enter'd with Adario, if he had not. 


met with an obſtruction in his paſſage 


from the woman of the houfe, who at 
firſt deny*d ſhe had any lady lodg'd with 
her; — then ſaid, ſhe had none of the 


name he enquir'd for; — on which he 
reply*d with ſome heat, — that the lady- 
might have reaſons for concealing her 


real name; — But tell her, cry'd he, 


© that mine is Adario; — that I am her 


brother, and muſt needs ſee her. On 
this ſhe ſeem'd ſomewhat more compli- 
able, and ſaid ſhe would go and acquaint 
the lady; — accordingly ſhe went up 


ſtairs; but Adario was too impatient to 


wait her return, and follow'd her directly; 
l was but one ſtep behind him, and 


we. were both in the room befSre ſne 


could deliver any Part of her meſſage. 


Habinda was adjuſting ſomething about 


her dreſs before a looking-glals ; but hap- 


pening to turn her head Juſt as Adario 


was within the door, ſhriek'd out, — 
Oh heavens, my brother !*— and with 
theſe words fell back in her chair. 
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The woman went to fetch ſome water, 
— Adario ran to ſupport the fainting 
fair; but happening to caſt his eyes upon 
the table ſaw a letter lying there, the ſu- 
perſcription of Which was in Iſabinda's 

and, and addreſs'd to Lyſimor ; —Cmo- 
tions more ſtrong than pity at this time 
made him quit his filter to examine the 
contents of this ſurpriing Diller, which 
were theſe : | 


To Lvs11or. 
- My dear, dear Lys120R, 


OR ſuch you are, and ever muſt 
be to my fond doating heart; tho? 
I have too much cauſe to fear the ten- 
der epithet is now no longer pleaſing. 
& to you. — Ah, Lyſimor, how ſad is 
the reverſe of my condition ! — from 
fecing you twice or thrice every week, 
I now fee you nat once a month ; — 
and even then how cold is your be-- 
% haviour ? — how ſhort your viſits? — 
how cruel is this to one who neither 
can, nor wiſhes to enjoy any conver- 
e ſation but yours? — For pity's ſake, 
eit not for love, render my life more 
« ealy, at leaſt for the preſent, whatever 
you do hereafter ; — the infant I carry 
within me ſimpathiſes in its mother's 
| 0 anguiſh, 


The Invifible Spy. 211 
* anguiſh, and continually upbraids you 
6s with convulſive heavings : — even if 
your vows of everlaſting. conſtancy 
„ ſhould. be forgot, let {ome conſidera- 
tion of the unborn innocent, the pledge 
of our once mutual loves, oblige you 
% to treat with leſs indifference its un- 
by bs mother, 
« The ruin'd ISABINDA. 


7 P . 1. can no longer bear your ab- 
„ ſence, elſe would not. have troubled 
. you with this complaint.“ 


What a letter was this to fall into a 
brether's hands den, did I ſee a man 
in ſuch diſtraction. — “ Villain, — villain, 
«* Lylimor! — wretched Habinda, ery'd 
he out ;—then turning towards her z-— 
but there needed not this proof in thy 
« own hand, added he, ve ſhame. 18 but | 

too viſible,” 


Ffabinda, who by the aſſiſtance of this 
woinan was now recovered from her 
iwoon, but not enough to hear what her 
brother ſaid, threw herſelf at his teet, 
and with ſtreaming eyes addrels'd. him in 
theſe terms : 


Trabinlla. © Oh, ſir, can you forgive. 
; * concealing myſelf from you?? 
Addario. 
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Adario. Would to God that there 


© were equal reaſon to forgive the caule.* 


Iſabinda, at this inſtant turning up her 


eyes, beheld her letter in his hand, and 
cry d out with the greateſt ve hemence,. 


W K @ 


* 


( 


Jſabinda. T am now unde indeed, 
—irrecoverably loſt to all hope of par- 
don or of pity !—my ſhame expoſed to 
bim from whom of all the world it 
ſhould have moſt been hid. . 


Atari. © Riſe, ſiſter, VA ceaſe theſe 

unavaling exclamations ; — your ſhame 
will receive no addition by my know- 
ledge of it ; — rather, perhaps, be re- 
medied. But tell, —and tell me truly, 
— has Lyſimor ever promiſed marriage 
to you? 


Iſabinda. * A thouſand and a . 
times, and bound himſelf to the perfor- 
mance by the moſt ſolemn impreca- 


* tions. 


* 
C. 


Alario. 6 Then he is deni a villain ; 7 
— and, if you believe him, you are 
dae deceived; — he courts. another 
Woman.“ 


Iſabinda. 


Jſabinda, Indeed, of late, I have 


* ſuſpected this, and often accuſed him 
of it; — and he as often has forſworn it.” 


Adario. Mere words of courſe: — 
but ſay, —have you no teſtimony under 
To * bis own hand of the promiſe he made 
you, either by letter or by formal obli- 
< gation *? 


 Tſabinda, * None, —none, alas !? 


On this Adario bit his lips, — walk'd 
two or three times about the room then 


auſed and ſeem'd as if debating within 


himſelf in what manner he ſhould behave ; ; 
at laſt ſat down, and taking the ſtill 
weeping Iſabinda by the hand, endea- 
vourd to aſſwage her grief. | 


Alario. Come, Habiada, dry your 
tears love and credulity have ſeduced 


your innocence great has been your 


fault but yet I cannot forget you are 


my ſiſter, and that you have no friend 


but me on whom you can depend for 

conſolation: — what is paſt cannot bg 

* recalPd, but it may be redreſs'd : — be 

* aſſured you ſhall one way or other have 
"mM | 


Iſabinda. 
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I ſabinda. A. fir, I och you | 

proceed not to extremities —if by my 
crime you ſhould be involved in any 
danger or perplexities, it would ſink 
"ne quite.” | 1 


Adario. <1 hops there will be no occa- 
ſion; — Lyſimor was once a man of 
honour, and may yet return to his firſt 
Principles: — on this you may rely, — Þ 
that I ſhall do nothing raſhly nor in- 
conſiſtent with your intereſt and reputa- Þþ 
tion.“ | 


RM A & „ & Aa 


Ar this they fell into ſome diſcourſe 
concerning the ſtrange reſolution Flaminio 
had taken of ſending her to a monaſtery, 
the particulars of which che reader being 
already acquainted with, I ſhall paſs over 
in ſilence. | | 


When Adario took his leave, he did it 
with a great deal of affection; but I was 
much divided in my thoughts, whether 

I ſhould ſtay with Ifabinda, or follow 
Adario home; — the latter ſeem*d moſt 
flattering to my curioſity, as by many 
© tokens I perceived he had ſomething in 
his head which he was 1 : to put 
in execution. 8 


*.. == 


J Was 


I was not deceived in my conjectures, _ ... 


— Adario was no ſooner in his own houſe 


than he flew to his buroe, and without 
taking any time for deliberation wrote 


this epiſtle : 


0 LyS1aoB.. 
<<... 


_« F*Onſcious guiit, without thoſe com- 


cc. mands you feem fo zealous in ob- 


„ ſzrving, might well make you avoid 
% the preſence of a perſon you have fo 
4 greatly injured: when I recommend- 
ed you to my ſiſter, it was in order to 
« become her protector, —not her undoer 
„ — how cruelly you have abuſed this 
confidence, let your own heart remind 
c you; — but I have ſome hope, how 
„much ſoever appearances at preſent are 


«< to the contrary, you ſtill intend to do 


« juſtice to your promiſes to Iſabinda, 
& and the claim ſhe has to your affection: 
ce — ] need not tell you that you can re- 
<« pair the misfortune you have brought 
«© upon her no otherwiſe than by an ho- 
«© nourable marriage; — I am ready to 
« fulfil the agreement made between our 
« fathers on that ſcore, and give my ſiſter 
c the ſum of eight thouſand pounds, as 
£ was then ſtipulated ; — if you comply 
| 1 with 


a 
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« with this propoſal I ſhall be glad to 
c ſee you at her lodgings, there to ſettle 
every thing.;—if not, ſhall expect you 
« will meet me in another place, and 
% give me that ſatisfaction which every 
who gentleman has a right to demand when 
« he finds himſelf ill uſed : — I attend 
e your determination, and am 


« Yours, &c. 
© ADARI®. 


He ſent this ins one of his ſervants, 
with a charge to give it into Lyſimor's 
own hands, and wait his anſwer ; — after 
which, being told dinner was ready, e 
went down and placed himſelf at the 
table, tho' I believe with very little ap- 

<tite ;—for his countenance had upon it 
all the marks of the greateſt inward diſ- 


turbance, which was not at all leflen'd | 


when his man returned with this from 
* : | 


To ADARIO, 


bs 8 IR, 
« QINCE 1 find you are ſo —_ ac- 
« quainted with a ſecret, which, for 


«© the lady's ſake, I could wiſh had been in- 
violably kept, I think myſelf obliged to 


deal ſincerely with you on the occaſion; 
* — you 


N 


C 
4 


La) 
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© — you may be aſſured I can behave 

% to no woman, much leſs your ſiſter, 

- « otherwiſe than becomes a man of ho- 
e nour; — but marriage is a thing quite 
& out of the queſtion, as I am certain 
„ my father never would conſent to it: 
« —if any promiſes on that account ever 

« eſcaped my lips, I remember nothing 

« of them, and could make them with 

< no other view than to give her modeſty 
an excuſe for yielding: — I am ſorry, 

«© however, for what has happen'd, but you 
cannot be inſenſible of the frailties of 

„ fleſh and blood, and muſt know, as 
well as I, that when two young people, 
« who like each other, are much alone 
together, ſuch accidents will naturally 
| © occur, — The reſentment you threaten, 
on my non-compliance with your pro- 
« poſal, appears therefore to me a little 

& ynreaſonable ; — I ſhall, notwithſtand- 
| © ing, be ready to givetyou the ſatisfac- 
tion you deſire, at any time or place 

you mall appoint. 


"i Tours, &. 


«6 LYSIMOR, 


All the blood now ſeem'd to have for- 
ſook the heart of Adario to ruſh into his 
face z—his lips trembled, — his very eye. 
balls ſtarted with excels of paſſion ; — he 
Voi 5 * | heli af N 
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heſitated not a moment on what he ſhould 


do, but in this — of his mind wrote 
as follows: 4 


To LrsMon. | 


4 SIR, 


£6 Want wo to return the inſolence 
1 and ingratitude of your reply; but 
« have a ſword at your ſervice, which * 
expect you will try the metal of to- 
& morrow morning about ſeven, in the 
66 field behind Montague-houſe :—as the 
« diſpute between us will admit of no 


$6 + witneſles, pray come alone, to 
oy ApaRI0, 


"Tho? knew my own dior waited 
for me, I could not prevail on myſelf to 
go home, till Adario had diſpatch'd this 

| billet to Iyſimor, and the ſervant who 

carried it was come back from that gentle- 
man with a ſmall ſlip of paper tied up, 
containing only 92 words: 


* 


To Avanio. | 
cc 8 1 R, | | 8 


* O U may depend that J tal not 
fail to meet you as deſired. 
— * LysSiMoR. 
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I now quitted the houſe of Adario; 
* but after having related the pains I had 
already taken, I believe nobody will ſup- 
poſe I neglected going the next morning 
to the field, to ſee the iſſue of this com- 
bat: — I found Adario was there firſt ; 


but tho' he waited only a very few mi- 


nutes for Lyſimor, his impatience made 
him not forbear ſaluting him in this 
manner: 


Adario. 1 * to think, Lyſimor, 
« that the ſhame of having done a baſe 
action would not 11 uffer you to defend it. 


T7 


I always dare defend.” 


Adario. * Then, ir this is no time 
< for words.” 


Ly/imor. I am ready for you, fir. 


Here ceaſed all farther ſpeech between 
them, and on the part of Lyſimor for 
ever; — on the ſecond puſh Adario ran 
him quite thro* the body; — he fell that 
inſtant, and expired with only a ſingle 
groan z — his ſucceſsful antagbniſt ap- 
proach*d the body, and finding life was 
totally — gave a ſigh or two 

3 to 
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to the memory of a man he once had 
call'd his friend, then made the beſt of 
kis way home, in order to provide for 
his own 1 whieh the likelihood 
there was of the challenge he had ſent to 
the deceaſed being found, render d highly 


neceſſary, 


The- meaſures he took, indeed, were 
very prudent ; — he ſent immediately to 
hire a poſt-chaiſe, which was to wait for 
him in a ſtreet he mention'd, at ſome di- 
ſtance from that in which he lived ; — 
carry'd no baggage with him, but order'd 
a ſervant to follow him with it to Calais; 
— ſtaid no longer at his own houſe than 
to write two ſhort letters ;—the one to a 
gentleman who had been one of the exe- 
cutors of his father's will, which being 
only on family affairs need not be here 
inſerted; — the other was to his ſiſter, 
and contain'd theſe lines : 


To IsaBINDA. 


6c sisrrx, 


i: Piling to repair your wrongs by 
_ the way I hoped, I have reveng'd 
„ them by the death of your ſeducer, 
for which Jam obliged this moment 
& to leave my native country, perhaps 
& for ever ;—] have done what the ho- 
nour 
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* nour of our family exacted from me; 


it belongs to you to regulate your fu- 


& ture conduct ſo as to attone, in ſome 


4 meaſure, for the errors of the paſt: 
& to enable you to do this, you ought- 
«© to keep in eternal remembrance, that 
< the follies of your fatal paſſion has not 
only brought the object of it to an un- 
& timely grave, but alſo drove from all 


„ Joys of life, into an irkſome 


4 


6 


c baniſhment in a foreign land, him who 


might have been 1 if he had 
not been 


4 Your brother, 


« ADARIO. 


| Thinking; „perhaps, he had been ſome- 


what too Gere in the above, he added 


this poſtſcript by way of cordial: 


« P. S. 1 ſhall conſtantly write to mr. 


c D'-—n, — he will be able to inform 


« you how to direct for me; — you may 


<* be aflured I ſhall receive with pleaſure 
any letters that bring me an account 
of your welfare, and, in ſpite of all 
“ that has happen'd, to do you every 
„ ſervice in my power.” 


* 


After having ſent this, 1 the groom 


why had firſt diſcover'd the place of her 
* * | abode, 
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abode, and given ſome neceſſary inſtruc- 
tions to his other ſervants, he hurry'd 


away to meet the poſt-chaile, and 10 ſaw 
him no more. 


As I had tr uly pity'd Ifabinda, I could 

not forbear going to ſee in what manner 
ſhe ſupported this laft dreadful accident; 
— on my entrance ſhe was in bed, and 
ſurrounded by women and phyſicians ; — — 
I gather'd from their diſcourſe, that the | 
ſurpriſe and grief ſhe had been in had 
cauſed an abortion, accompany'd with 
fits of a very dangerous nature: on my 
next viſit, however, 1 found her youth and. 
the ſtrength of her conſtitution had. got 
the better of her diſeaſe ; but though the 
pains of her body were removed, thoſe 
of her mind ſtill remain'd ;—ſhe was ex- 
tremely melancholy, — had a thorough 
contempt for the world, and the thoughts 
of a monaſtery were now ſo far from being 
ſhocking to her, that ſhe reſolved to fly 
to one, as the only aſylum from cenſure 
ago from care. 

| Accordingly, as [ was afterwards in- 
form'd, ſhe went, on the re- eſtabliſhment 
of her health; to Paris, and enter'd herſelf 
into the ſocicty of the Benedictine nuns, 
where 1 doubt not but ſhe often fees her 

L | brother 
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brother through the grate, as he ſtill 
continues to relide 3 in that city. 


I have now finiſh'd all 1 account 
T ant able to give of this melancholy 
tranſaction, in which the juſtice of Pro- 
vidence ſeems to me to be diſtinguiſnh'd 
in ſomewhat of a peculiar manner; and. 
may ſerve as a warning to our gay amo- 
rous ſparks, not to become the ſeducers 
of unwary innocence ; —eſpecially if they 
will be at the trouble of reſlecting, how 


the perfidy and ingratitude of Flaminio, 
to the believing Harriot, was afterwards 


| retorted on his own darling daughter. 


CHAP VE 


Gives the account of an occurrence, 


no leſs remarkable than it is enter- 
taining; and fhews that there is 


ſcarce any difficulty ſo great but 
that it may be got over, by the help. 
of a ready wit and invention, if. 


properly exerted. 


1 make ſome attonement for my laſt 
| elancholy recital, to thoſe of my 
readers who may not care to have their 
heads fill'd with ſubjects of too ſerious 

IL - nature, 
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a nature, I ſhall now preſent them with 
one more likely to put in motion the 


riſible muſcles of the face, than to extort 
the falling of unwilling tears. 8 


A gentleman, whom 1 mall 4 Con- 
rade, had lived to the age of near ſeventy 
without ever teſtifying the leaſt inclina- 
tion to marriage; — he had been a man 

of pleaſure in "his youth, and probably 
the too great ſucceſs he then found among 
the fair had deterr'd him from entering 
into an honourable engagement with any 
of the ſex ;—but there is no account for 
change of ſentiment in this point, — an 
accident ſometimes puts that into our 
heads which before we never thought of, 
or perhaps had an averſion to,—as it fell 
out in the caſe of the Pon I am * 
ing of. 


A long friendſhip had ſubſiſted be- 
tween him and Murcio, a gentleman, who. 
though not ſo far advanced in years, had 
made a better uſe of his time, —had been 
married, and was the father of three fine 
daughters, — two of whom had always 
lived with him ; but the youngeſt, after 
the death of his wife, was taken from 
him, and brought up une the care of an 
aunt in the country. 


The 
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5 The eldeſt of theſe ladies being now 


about to be diſpoſed of in marriage, Con- 
rade received, and accepted an invitation 
to the wedding ;—Melanthe, ſiſter to the 


| bride, was a fine ſparkling girl of nineteen ;; 
E but whether it were that ſhe appear'd 
in reality more lovely than uſual at this 


time, or that the mirta and pleaſantries 


common at. ſuch. ſolemnities rekindled 
the long ſmother'd embers of amorous 
deſire in the breaſt of Conrade, fo it was, 
that he, who had been in the company of 
this beautiful maid without ever taking 
any notice of her charms, now, all at 


once, became extremely ſmitten with 


them, —inſomuch that from this moment 
he reſolved on acquainting her father 
with his new paſſion, and aiking his con- 
ſent to make his addreſſes to her; which 
he did not at all deſpair of obtaining on 


the terms he intended to propoſe. 


Murcio had a pretty country-houſe at 
a village about ten or twelve miles up the 
river, where he conſtantly went every Sa- 


turday, aud ſtaid till Monday or Tueſday, 


and ſometimes longer; — it was while he 


was in this retirement that Conrade chofe 
to communicate to him the buſineſs he 
had in his head; — accordingly he went 


thither, and found him entirely alone; — 
| L 5. Melanthe 
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Melanthe having been prevented from. 
oing. as ſhe was accuſtom'd to do, by a 
Molent fit of the tooth-· ach this our old 
lover look'd upon as a good omen, being 
deſirous to engage the father in favour ot. 
his paſſion, before he made any declaration 
of it to the daughter. 
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He began with ſaying, that he now 
repented having lived ſo long a batchelor; 
— that. having a very: large eſtate, he 
ſhould be glad of an heir of his own body 
x to enjoy it ;—that if he could prevail on 
a young lady whom he liked to marry 
him, he would endeavour to. attone for 
the want of youth by all the indulgencies 
in the power of a fond huſband ; — and 
having thus prepared the way, told him, 
that if he thought proper to beſtow his 
daughter Melanthe on him, he would de- 
ſire no other fortune than her perſon; 
yet would ſettle a dowry upon her ſupe- 
rior. to what might be expected if ſhe 
brought him ten thouſand pounds. 


1 It is not to be imagined TY what 
11 greedineſs Murcio {wallow'd this pro- 
1 poſal, — he did not even affect to heſitate, 
14 or make the leaſt demur on accepting it; 

Tk on the contrary, he reply'd, that nothing 
| could afford him a greater ſatisfaction 

1 than ſuch an alliance, and that he doubted 
Wil | "mat: 


e 
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not but Melanthe would receive the ho- 


nour he intended her as a woman who-- 
knew her own intereſt and happineſs. 


Both parties being equally tranſported, 


every thing was immediately agreed upon 


between them; but Murcio not being 
able to aſſure himſelf that his daughter 
would ſo readily comply as he had made 
the lover hope ſhe would, and ſearing 
that if ſhe ſhould give the old. entleman 
a rebuff on his firſt onſet, it Mght diſ- 


courage him from making a . and 


perhaps overturn the whole affair, re- 

ſolved not to hazard the loſs of ſo ad- 
vantageous a match by leaving it to her 
own choice, ſent a ſpecial meſſenger to 


her with a letter, the contents whereof 
are theſe: ; 


To Mrrauruz. 


. „ nnd, 


ME. worthy friend Commit 155 5 
I taken a great liking to you, 
and will make you his wife on fuch 
« terms as ſhould but little prove the 
. paternal affection J have for you to 
5 reject ; — be not you leſs thankfui 


4 to heaven for ſo unhoped a blefling 


than I am; nor, on any fooliſh pre- 
© *tenCES, either fight, or ſeem to 
L- __ « ſhake 
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& ſlight, the good preſented to you. —If 
you conſider the vaſt advantages of 
* this match, a diſparity of years can be 
* no objection : — I fay thus much be- 
* cauſe I would convince your reaſon, 
not enforce your action; for I ſhould 
* be ſorry to find myſelf obliged to. 
* make uſe of the authority I have over. 


© you in a thing which you ought, and 1 
_ © hope will receive with the fame. ſatis- 


faction I propoſe it: — know, how- 
« ever, that I have already agreed om 
** every thing for your marriage, — that 
& your future huſband is now here, and 
* we ſhall. both be in town either to- 
% morrow or the enſuing day: — I ſend 
6 this on purpoſe to prepare you to be- 
* have towards him in a proper manner, 
4 and as it is the abſolute command of 
« him who f 5 


4 Your affectionate father, 


95 Mencio. 


J ſtood behind Melanthe s chair while 
ſhe was reading this epiſtle, and never did 
I ſee a poor young creature in ſuch terrible 
agitations; — ſcarce had ſhe come to the 


| en of the firſt period before ſhe cry'd out, 


— His-wife! — his wife ! — what terms 
© can the old I:tcher propoſe to compen- 


*. fate for the odious title of wife to ſuch. 
4 wretch !** 
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a wretch '—then going a little farther, 
« Tuſtly, indeed, ſaid ſhe, does my father 
« ſuſpe&t my obedience in this point; — 
« death itſelf would not be ſo dreadful to 
me as compliance. The more ſhe pro- 
ceeded, the higher her diſtraction grew. — 
What, fix'd my doom at once! raved 
ſhe out; at once reſolve to cut me off 
from all the j joys of life, and condemn 
me to everlaſting miſery! — — Is this a 
parent's love! — oh tis moſt cruel, —- 
moſt unnatural | E 
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T know not to what extravagancies ſhe 
might have been hurry'd, by the ſudden 
ruſh of grief and deſpair, if tears now 
had not afforded their relief; — but tho? 
they a little ſoften'd the aſperity of - her- 

paſſion, they had not the power to ſub- 
due it; her tongue, indeed, ceas*d from 
exclaiming againſt her fate; but the ago- 
nies of her countenance diſcover'd how | 
much ſhe inwardly regretted it. 


While ſhe was in this diſtreſsful and 
pity-moving ſituation, the gay, the lively 
Florimel came in; — this young lady 
was the moſt beloved and intimate com- 

panion that Melanthe had; — ſhe ſaw her 
almoſt every day, and always enter'd - 
without ceremony ; — ſhe ſeem'd a little 
HA at firſt he o find her 9 
ut 


230 The Inviſible Sp v. 
but immediately recovering herſelf, ap- 


proach'd her with her accuſtom'd Fright. 
lineſs. „ 


Fee. «* Heyday, Melanthe,— what 
© in the name of wonder makes you in 
© this be ? —is your favourite {quirrel 
dead? or has any accident happen'd to 

your laſt new peit-en-Vair ? or what 
other misfortune of equal importance 

has befallen you?“ ä 


BE, 


Melantbe. 0 Florimel what would 
not give to be in thy condition? 


Florimel. My condition! — Wwhy 
what do you find to envy in an. 
dition? | 


N 


Melantbe, © To have no father to con- 
trole your actions by an unreaſonable | 
* exertion of his authority,” 


A 


3 : Why truly, as you lays; 
theſe old dads are troubleſome. enough 
ſometimes ;— yet, for all that, I ſhould 
be heartily glad mine were alive again. 
— But pray what has yours done to 
make you wiſh yourſelf an orphan : * 


„ M M Aa 


Melanthe. Read chat, and 15 if 1 | 
have not caule. 


K 


1 


* 


' A 6 A 
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In ſpeaking theſe words ſhe pointed to - 
her father's letter which lay open on the 
table; — Florimel took it up and read it 
as deſir'd; — on examining the contents, 


ſhe could not help looking a little grave; 


but having finiſh'd, reſum d the diſcourſe : 
with her former Vivacity. 


Florimel. * As ſure as J am alive boch s 
theſe old gentlemen are crack*d-brain'd, 
— the one in thinking of you for a. 

wife, and the other in conſenting to 
give you ſuch a huſband.* 


Melanthe. One would, indeed, ima- 


« oine. they were not in their ſenſes.” | 


Florimel. * For my part, I am ſo 


3 aſtoniſh'd that I can ſcarce believe I am 


+ awake.—But what will you do? 


AMelantbe. . * Nothing.” 
Florimel. © Nothing can come of no-ę 
« thing, as king Lear ſays in the play. 


I am leſs ſurpris'd, however, at 


your ſtupidity in ſo perplexing a di- 
lemma, than J am at the folly of thoſe 
who have involved you in it. — Bleſs 

me, what can either your lover or father 


prom to themſelves by ſuch a diſpro- 
6 portonable 


8 K K 
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: © portionable alliance, but horns on the 


one ſide, and diſgrace to his family on 
« the other.” 


 Melanthe, No, Florimel, it ſhall 
never come to that; — I will rather 
c work, or ſtarve, or beg.” | 


Florimel. * Look'ye, my 3 neither 
working nor ſtarving, or begging, as I 
take it, will agree with your conſtitution; E 


a, - ſomething elſe muſt be * on.” 
Melantbe. What elſe? 


Florimel. Do you think, that when your 
father comes to know what an impla- 
cable averſion you have to this match, 
© he will not be prevail'd upon to recal 
the promile he has made to Conrade ?? 


Melanih:. * Impoſſible ; I know bis 
temper too well to fatter myſelf with 
ſuch a hope: — you might as well! 
think to blow St. Paul's cathedral from 
its foundation with a ſingle breath, as 
move him to recede from any ching he 
has once reſolved.” 


TS. - 


Florimel. © Well then, —fſappoſe ſome - 


way could be contrived to make Con- | 


rade himſelf fly off?“ 


7 a A 


Me ani he. b 


— * * 
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Melanthe. That ond be a happy 
turn indeed; — but, dear creature, 
12 can it be brought about?“ 


B rimel. © | have a project in my 
head that promiſes fair for it, if you 
will agree to Join in the execution,” 


Melantbe. « You may be ſure I ſhall.” 


Horimel. It is this: — you muſt ad- 
mit a ſpruce young gallant to lie with 
ou all night; — Conrade muſt be in- 
torm'd of the amour, in ſuch a manner 
as to make him convinced of the truth 
of it; and the duce is in him if after 
wards he inſiſts on men you.“ 


Melantbe. Fye, F Jorimel _ how 


can you be ſo cruel to rally the misfor- 


tunes of ous friend #2 


Florimel.. No, 1 . I am as ſe- 
rious as a judge upon a criminal cauſe; 


and would fain have you make the ex- 


periment I mention. 


Melanthe. © What, — would*ſt thon 
have me turn proſtitute to avoid mar- 
rage !? 


Florimel. 
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. No ſuch matter; 1 will 
© engage that the gallant I mean ſhall lic 
© as harmleſs by your fide as an infant.” 


Melanthe. © Prithee do not torture 
5 me with ſuch riddles, 


Horimel. I ſhall hay explain 
them ; — the gallant I am ſpeaking of, 
and who is to be your bedtellow, is no 
other than my own individual ſelf : —I 
ſhall put on a ſuit of my brother's 
cloaths, and do not doubt but that 
© when I am dreſs'd, and equipp'd in all 
© my accoutrements, I ſhall be a figure 
© haniſome enough to make an old man 

E jealous. 


K M nA @ 


Melanthe. Sure never was ſo wild a 
ſcheme; but yet | cannot conceive how 
© it is to be conducted, or which wr # it 
can anſwer the end you propoſe by it.“ 


Horimel. Lord, — you are ſtrange- 
y dull, or affect to be ſo; — but I will 
ſhew you what I ſhall write to Conrade, 
* and that may help to enlighten your 
7 underſtanding.” 


This witty lady waited not to hear 
what reply her friend would make, but 
. | 1 
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ran to a deſk and immediately wrote the 


following lines: 


To Hven ConRaDe, "wy 
«SIR, 


10 


ce 


«© whether the treachery of betraying 2 


t ſecret entruſted to me, or by concealing 


E VER ſince 1 heard of your in- 
tended marriage with Melanthe I 
« have been divided in my thoughts, 


* 


it expole a gentleman of your character 


% to the worſt of miſchiefs, would be the 


«© molt diſhonourable action: the latter 


«- conſideration has at laſt prevail'd; and 
think it my duty to inform you, that 


* the lady you are about to make your 


« wife has neither heart nor honour to 


& beſtow upon you, — both are already 


& diſpoſed of to a. perſon ſhe thinks more - 


*« agreeable to her years: — not content 


« with the many private aſſignations ſhe 
& has with him abroad, ſhe frequently 
«© makes pretences. when her father goes 


« into the country, to be leſt at nome, 
ce where her chamber-maid, who is in the 


&« ſecret, admits this happy lover at mid- 
we night, and lets him out early in the 
e morning, before the other ſervants of 


* the houſe are ſtirring; — Murcio being 
„ gone to **#**, ] am well aſſured it 


will be in your power to convince 
* your» 
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1 yourſelf of the certainty of this intelli. 
«© cence, by fending any one on whom 
© you can depend to watch about the 
& door, either for the entrance or exit of 
“ the favourite gallant: — act as you 

% pleaſe, however, — I have diſcharged 
© the dictates of conſcience in giving 
&« you this timely warning, and am, 


Stn, | 
« Your moſt humble, tho? 
_ « Nameleſs ſervant.” 


This ſhe gave Melanthe to read, and, 

as ſoon as ſhe had done, was going to 
aſk her how ſhe approv'd of the contri- 
vanee, when. the other prevented her Oy 


crying out, 


| Melanthe.. 5 Oh the wicked lying lets 
| © ter l— Dear Florimel, if this ſhould be 
« ſent, and Conrade ſhould ſhew it to 
my _— I believe he would kill me. 


Plorimel. * Tis poſſible he may not 
© ſhew it; — but if he does, you have 
only to prepare yourſelf for a little 
* ſcolding and ſwearing ;— the worſt he 
can do is to turn you out of doors; 
and then, — to uſe your own words, it it 
© can be but working, „ ſtarving, or 


c i crate 


Melanthe, ; 


= * 9 3 „ 
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Melanthe. * Oh, but my reputation, 
Florimel ! 1. | 


Forimel, * A fiddle of your reputa- 
tion; — would you hazard nothing to 
avoid being tack'd, till death do you 
part, to ſuch a tump of decay'd mor- 
tality as Conrade ? — beſides, when the 
affair is all over, and you are once got 
free from this curſed engagement, it 
will be eaſy, by unravelling the plot, 
to clear your reputation and reconcile 
you to your father into the bargain?” 


Melantbe. Oh, Florimel, if I was 
ſure of that!“ RY 


Florimel. Truſt to fortune — will 
lay my life, that if you behave accor- 
ding to my directions, every thing will 
go right.” | 


Melanthe. + Well then,—tell me what 
I am to do.“ 


Florimel. In the firſt i, when 
your father comes home you muſt ſeem 
to be as well pleaſed with the match as 
he would have you be, and pretend 
that you are mightily in love with Con- 
rade 8 2 whatever you are with the 

© mals 
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man; — then, as for the old wretch 


* himſelf, you have nothing to do but 
© to ſimper and look ſilly when he makes 
his addreſſes, and tell him that _ are 
< all obedience to your father's will.” 


Melanthe. This is A hard taſk, and 


« Jam a very ill diſſembler ;—I will try, 


© however, what I can do: — but Flo- 
< rimel, — there is one thing that neither 
< you nor I as yet have thought upon; 


< — ſuppole Conrade ſhould take it into 


* 


his head to watch the door himſelf, 
© and draw upon you in his paſſion ?? 


| Blorime!. © What if he does, —I ſhall 
have a ſword as well as he.“ | 


„ 


Melantbe But not underſtand 0 
< well how to uſe it?“ 


Florimel. 1 don't know that; but 
< it J can't fight as well, Jam ſure I can 


ln much better; — ſo pray do not be 


under any concern on my account.” 


Theſe fair Sad parted not till the 
night was pretty far advanced; all which 
time was taken up with ſettling ſome 
tarther particulars in relation to their de- 
ſign. — Molly, the waiting-maid, was 
call'd ; in, and, after: a vo. of ſecrecy, in- 

| truſted 
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truſted with the whole affair ;—ſhe ſeem' d 
a good ſmart girl, highly proper for the 


buſineſs ſhe was to be employ'd in, and 
readily promiſed her Alliſtance. 


. KT 1 @e© 


As I was very near as impatient as 
themſelves for the ſucceſs of this whimſical 
enterprize, I went every day to Murcio's 
houſe, and found that Melanthe acted 
| the part ſhe had been taught by Florimel 
ſo as to give the utmolt ſatisfaction both 
| to her father and lover ;—who now talk*d 
of nothing but to have the wedding ſo- 
lemniz'd as ſoon as the neceſſary Prepara- 
tions for it could be made. 


Sale being arrived, I made it my 
buſineſs to enquire whether Murcio was 
gone, as uſual, to his country ſeat, and 

finding he was ſo, and that Melanthe 
ſtaid at home, concluded that this was 
the day on which the firſt wheel of the 
machine was to be put in motion, there- 
fore hurried away to the houſe of Con- 
rade, were I luckily came time enough 
to ſee him receive the letter from Flo- 
rimel. 


The wrinkles of this old gentleman's face 
verre greatly agitated while he was reading 
this epiſtle: — at firſt his eye-lids extend- 

ed themſelves, and his brows were elated 
with 


Sl 
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with ſurpriſe, — then were contracted into 
= | a frown of anger ;—ſometimes a ſneer of 
1 contempt and Unbelict lengthen'd the fur- 
9 _ rows round his wither'd lips; but the at- 
titude of longeſt duration, was a penſive 
hanging down of his head, accompany'd 
with counting the hairs upon his little 
finger, out of which at laſt he ſtarted, and 
cry'd to himſelf, — Many reaſons may 
be urged both for and againſt my. gi- 
« ving credit to this ſtory ; but whether 
built upon truth or malice, I have no 
8 7 to be at the pains of conſidering, 
the author has pointed out the means 
4 «bi being convinced, and I will take 
4 his counſel,” 


F D , „„ 1 „ 
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As [ could not be certain that he would 
continue in this reſolution, and much leſs 
ſo, that if he did what the event of it 

would be, I went by break of day the next 
: morning and poſted myſelf over- againſt 


M PD ME Le EE W 


; 
—  Murcio's houſe ; in a few minutes after, 
Conrade came, wrap'd in a cloak, but 
ſtood more aloof, yet near enough to ſee 
S - every thing that paſs'd ; — we had not 
f waited above a quater of an hour, before 


the door we watch'd was ſoftly e 
and a well-dreſs'd beau ruſh'd out; 
Conrade advanced as faſt as his gout 
would let him, in order, I ſuppoſe, to 
ſee the face of this invader of his 8 
or 
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for happineſs ; but the pretended gallant 
was too nimble for his purſuit ; — but 
dropt a piece of paper, as if by acci- 
dent flirted out with his handkerchief ; — 
Conrade immediatly ſnatched it up, and 
found it was a billet ; — the ſuperſcrip- 
tion ſeem'd to have been tore off, but the 
contents were theſe: 


« Deareſt of your ſex, 


00 M* father is gone into the country, 

« I and J have made an excuſe to be 
left behind; — come at the uſual hour, 
and Molly will admit you to the 
„arms of 


* 


* 


0 


NG 4 


cc Yours.” 


I ealily perceived that this was a ſecond 
plot of the young ladies to corrobate the 
firſt; and it had all the effect they could 
with, and was alſo productive of fome- 
thing elſe, which neither of them at that 
time imagined ; as will appear in the ſuc- 


ceeding chapter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII 


Ts a continuance of this merry hiftory, 
which preſents ſomething as little ex- 
pected by the reader as 1t was by the 
parties concern'dinit; and, 7 me 
author's hopes do not greatly decerve 
him, will alſo afford an equal ſhare 


off [ati faction as ſurpriſe. 


T is not to be eue but that Con- 
rade, after having received this double 
confirmation of Melanthe's tranſgreſſion, 
gave over all intentions of becoming her 
huſband ; — yet, by what I could gather 
from bs looks, and ſome expreſſions he 
let fail, the manner in which he ſhould 
quit his pretenſions was the occaſion of 
a very great conflict in his mind: — he 
was a good-natured man, and loth to ac- 
.cuſe this young lady to her father ;—yet, 
to break off a match ſo far advanced, and 
which he had ſo earneſtly ſollicited, with- 
out aſſigning any cauſe for the change of 
his reſolution, he thought would not "only 
make him appear ridiculous, but allo 
put a final period to all converſation be- 
tween him and his old — and he 


probably 
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probably continued undetermined in this 
matter till he found himſelf obliged- to 
talk upon it to Murcio himſelf, who had 
appointed to come to town the next day, 
in order to ſign the marriage-writings. 


That gentleman was at home, and ha- 
ving expected him ſome hours before he 
came, began, in a pleaſant manner, . to 
reproach his tardineſs; to which Conrade 
reply'd very gravely, — I am, indeed, 
« fir, ſomewhat beyond my time, yet, I 
believe, ſoon enough for the buſineſs 
© which now brings me. Murcio ſeem'd 
very much ſurpriſed on hearing him ſpeak 
in this manner; and poor Melanthe, who 
was preſent, weil knowing that this alte- 
_ in her lover's behaviour was the 

frect of the plot concerted between her 
Ps, Florimel, trembled for the event, 
and was no leſs ſhock'd at the thoughts 
how much her innocence ſuffer'd in his 
N * . | 


Tt is uncertain what return Murcio 
would have made, for the other prevented 
him from ſpeaking by adding to what he 
had ſaid before, — that he had ſomething 
of a very extraordinary nature, and which 
required no witneſſes, to communicate to 
him; on which he made a ſign to Me- 
lanthe to leave the room, and ſhe was no 

| Me ä 


244 The Inviſible 8 Pv. 


ſooner withdrawn than Conrade pro- 
| eceded, tho? not without a good deal of 
N heſitation, to declare himſelf in theſe 
. terms: = | 


Courade. Dear, Murcio, we have 
long been friends, and I ſhould be 
heartily ſorry that what I have to ſay 
ſhould occaſion a rupture between us; 
— for my own part, there is no man 
living for whom 1 ſhall always preſerve 
a greater eſteem than for yourſelf,” 


GG © = 


Murcio, I cannot think, fir, that 
you have any thing in.your Wind ſhould 
a give me reaſon to regard you leſs.? | 


Conrade. Nene is too frequently 
miſled by paſſion, — l know it by expe- 
rience, and ſhall be glad to find yours 
is more ftrong ;—tho? I confeſs I have 
been to blame, and am ſorry things 
have gone ſo far: — but, fir, I have 
conſider'd that it is now too late in life 
for me to think of marriage, eſpicially 
with ſo young 2 lady as Mclanthe.” 


A W K RA A 


A 


Murcio. This is an odd turn, indeed ; 
— methinks, fir, you ſhould have con- 
ſider'd this before you made any pro- 
poſals of that ſort, either to me or my 


daughter. —A treaty of marriage, ſir, 
when 


A hk «a Þ 
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when concluded on and conſented to by 
both parties, is a thing of too much 
conſequence to be broke off by either, 
without putting the moſt groſs alronE 
Upon rhe other. | 


Conrad:. Not, ſir, when it can be 


proved that the conſummation would. 
be n inconvenient for both.” 


Murcio. As how for both! 7 5 my 
daughter has never made the leaſt ob- 


0 jection,” 
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| Cenrade, © It may be lo yet I am 
well aſſured ſhe neither does nor ever. 


can regard me with that affection which 


alone could make either me or herſelf 


happy in being united.“ 


Murcio. A mere whim; — a caprice 
of your own, founded only on the diſ- 
parity of years ; and I am amazed you 
ſhould think of flying off from your 
engagement on ſo ſhallow a Pretence. 


Conrade. Perhaps I may have others: 


— ſuppoſe I Know ſhe loves another ?? 


Murcio. * Sir, 1 will upp no ſuch 
thing; — ſhe love another! — no, ſir, 


ſhe. has been bred up in principles too 
— 1 VIrtuous - 
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virtuous and too modeſt, to. place her 
affections on any one, till my com- 
mands and the authority of the chureh 
make it her duty to do fo; and I muſt. 
tell you, fir, it is baſe in you to add to 
the ill uſage you are about to give her 
by traducing er reputaion. 


Conrad. © I ſcorn the unmanly 
« thought : be aſſured I have proofs of 
« what I tay.” 


Maurcio, © Produce them then.“ 


_ Conrade, I will, ſince I find the 
* juſtification of my own honour depends 
upon it.— There, lr, tend that, and 
be convinced.) 


In ſpeaking this he gave Murcio the 
letter that had been ſent by Florimel, 


which the other, after having careleſiy 


peruſed, threw from him, and looking on 
Conrade with the utmoſt icorn, ſaid to 
lin, . 


Murcio. A notable prog indeed, — 
there are few people without ſome 
enemies; — but this is a piece of ſcan- 
dal too groſs, too ſtupid, and the in- 
vention too ill concerted to paſs even 
on the moſt weak and credulous mind ; 

* and 


3 
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and ſeems rather a poor wa contri- 
* vance of your own, to evade fulfii- 


* ing an engagement you have taken it 
into your head to _— of. 


Conrade. « You are free in your ex- 
« preſſions, fir, but I believe it will pre- 
« fently be my turn to retort that con- 
tempt you ſo unjuſtly treat me with. 


Do you know the hand-writing of 
your daughter: 1 


Murcio. Yes, certainly I do. 


Conrade. Then judge of the con- 
« tents of this, and take ſhame to your- 
ſelf for the i injurious ti trcatment you have | 
given me. 


The reader will eaſily imagine, that it 
was Melanthe's little billet he now put 
into his hands; but no one can con- 
ceive, much leſs am I able to deſcribe 
_ the rage, the horror, the diſtraction, that 
ſhook the whole frame of this aſtoniſh'd 
parent, on finding himſelf no longer able 
to refuſe giving credit to, io terrible a 
misfortune. — Death and furies ! cry'd 
© he, infamous, abandon'd wretch !'— 
Then, after loading her with all the 
fouleſt names that language could af- 
tord, he turn'd to Conrade, — Pardon 

"> * : me 
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me, dear Conrade, ſaid he; had an 
angel told me what you did, without 
this curſed teſtimony, I ſhould not 
have believed the ſtory; — but you 
ſhall have ample ſatisfaction ; z I'll turn 

this ſcandal to my family, — this de- 

ceiver both of you and me, out of my 

doors this moment; — never own her, 

— never ſee her more, but leave her to 

the miſeries ſhe merits,” 


A KR M K K „ 
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He was running out of the room, and 
tis probable, in the firſt emotions of his 
paſſion, would have done as he had 
threaten'd, if Conrade had not withheld 
him; and partly by force, and partly _ 
by perſuaſion, made him fit down while 
he realon*d with him in this manner: 


Cenrade. Dear Murcio, compoſe 
yourſelf, and be not raſhly guilty of a 
thing you hereafter may repent of ; — 
conſider that the errors of one branch 
of a family reflect diſhonour on the 
whole; — you have other daughters, 
who, tho' pure as innocence itſelf, yet, 
being of the ſame blood, may be ſul- 

&ed liable to the ſame faults ; — for 
their ſakes, therefore, rather ſmother 
than expoſe the crime of this fair 


6. offender. | 


c NOM; 


Maircas.. 
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Murcis. What! — would you then 
have me to forgive, encourage, and 
ſuffer her to continue in this ſhametut. 
© proſtitution under my own roof 


2 No; — but I would have 
ou remember that ſhe is ſtill your 
F bild, and that it is your duty, as a 
« father, to uſe your utmoſt efforts to re- 
* trieve her from perdition, not link her 
0 ern into it. | 


Mara « As "REY retrive her ! is ſhe 
© not already loſt, — irrecoverably loſt to 
* reputation as well as virtue! 


Conrade. Not fo, I hope ; - yet 
may be well, if her ſeducer can be pre- 
vail'd upon to repair the injury he has 
. done her by an Honourable marriage.“ 


Murtio. ON Vain expeRtation. 


, Conrade. C © Tis worth attempting, at : 
© leaſt ; but firſt you muſt. oblige her to 
diſcover the name of this too happy 
' © man; for you ſee, that either by de- 
* ſign or accident, the direction to him 
is torn off the letter.” 


Murcis. CT] proteſt, in the diffraion ; 
c of my thoughts, had forgot that cir- 
5. 7 cumſtance z 
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*. cumſtance z and allo to aſk you by 
© what means this infamous ſcrawl came 
* into your Poſſeſſion. | 


On this Conrade Fer Y to him all the 
_ he had obſerved while he had 
een watching his rival's coming out of 
the houſe; and when he had done, in 
order to encourage Murcio to take the 
advice he had juſt given to him, added 
this deſciption of the ſuppoſed gallant: 


Conrade, I was very much vex'd that 
© ] had not an opportunity of ſecing his 
face; but his back being towards me, 
© and, befides, having the advantage of 
© ſome twenty paces before me, I in vain 
* endeavour'd to overtake him, but I 
© took great notice of his dreſs and air, 
and do aſſure you he has all the ap- 
© pearance of a man of faſhion, and ſuch 
< a one as to whom you could not reaſon- 
ably have refuſed your daughter, even 
* it this accident had never happen'd. X 


an He mould have aſk' d her of 
me then; — but I will call her down, 
© and hear what ſhe has to ſay.—No,—l 
© cannot, —will not ſee her ;—1 know not 
*.whether the ſight of her might not pro- 
: voke me to ſome i action. 


Conrade. | 
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Coma a think i it is beſt you 5 Would 
refrain ſecing her, *till you are more 
the maſter of your paſſion but as the 
affair we have been ſpeaking of admits 


of no delay, — ſuppoſe you write to 
her,” 1 


i ee, e 


Murcio. © The advice is 3 „ 


what a curſe it is to have a  diſabedient | 
child „ 


a 8a 


He . in the 1 bitter a 
of mind while uttering theſe laſt words; E 
but, having recover'd himſelf a little, 
took pen, ink, and Pre and wrote the 
tollowing lines : ; 


To MELANTHE. 
6 © Thou ſcandal to my blood and name, 


„ HA you ſtill live to receive this, 
<c thank the gentleman whom you 
« would have wrong'd by carrying pol- 
& lution to his bed; — he has obtain'd 
« a reprieve for you on this condition ,— 
ce that you declare the name and quality 
« of your undoer, to the end that I may 
„ take ſuch meaſures as I ſhall judge 
„ proper, to oblige him to-do juſtice to 
„ the honour of a family of which 1 
< are the only blemiſh, — Think not to 

* 6 _ $6” deny” 
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deny your crime, — I have the infamous 
es witneſs of it under your own hand; 
& but be plain and open in your con- 
&« feſſion, if you hope ever to obtain 
«©: mercy either from heaven or 


« Your offended father, 
- « Murcio. 


After having ſhew'd this to Conrade, 
he calPd for the waiting-maid, and with 
a ſtern voice and countenance, bid her 
give that letter to her miſtreſs, and bring 
him an immediate anſwer : — I follow'd, 
and ſaw. with what agonies poor Melanthe 
read this cruel mandate; — between the 
fears of what her father's indignation 
might inflict upon her, and the ſhame of 
appearing guilty of a crime her ſou] diſ- 
dain'd, ſhe was ſo much overwhelm'd, 
that for ſome minutes ſhe had not power 
to ſpeak; and when ſhe did, it was only 
to utter this exclamation : 


Melanthe. © What will become of me! 
© — oh this vile plot of Florimel's!L?!ẽ 


Molly. Lord, madam, do not put 
«- yourſelf into this flurry ; — you know 
* your father's temper well enough, and 
„ could not expect he would be leſs ſe- 
« vere ; — but it will be all over in time, 

. 


28 
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and you muſt reſolve to bear it for a 
while.” | | 


Maint © I cannot, — will not bear: 
it; — I will go down this inſtant and 
diſcloſe all, and clear 18 innocence !* 


Molly. "Tong madam, you 3 not 
be ſo mad. — What would you undo 
all ſo much pains has been taken to 


bring about, and be forced to marry 
.Conrade at laſt ? 


Melantbe. Was there ever ſo terrible 
a dilemma! — what anſwer can I give 
to my father! 


Molly. Dear, madam, ſay any thing; ; 
— tell him you are in love with the 
man in the moon, —the Great Mogul, 
— ſay any thing but the truth.? 


Melantle. © How filly am I to aſk 


advice of ſuch a giddy creature but 
5 will try what I can do.“ 


With this ſhe 1 berſelf towards a 


table whereon ſtood a ſtandiſh, — ſat 


down, — pauſed a while, then began to 
write; but had ſcarce finiſh'd two lines 
before ſhe left off, — tore the paper; — 


muſed again, and then began afreſh ; — 


the - 
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the ſecond eſſay met with the ſame fate 
as the former, and ſo did ſeveral ſuc- 
ceeding ones, till at laſt ſhe threw the 


pen out of her hand, — Rarted up and 
ſaid, | 


 Melanthe. © *Tis in vain to attempt 
6 it, — I cannot write; — can find no- 


e thing to ſay that will abate my father * 
rage.“ . 


Molly. Why then, madam, ſay no- 

thing, —e'en let him think as he pleaſes 
at preſent; — if you will but pluck up 

a ſpirit we ſhall do well enough; — he 
will not kill you for his own ſake; and 
as for any thing elſe you muſt content 
yourſelf to ſubmit to it; — nothing can 
be ſo bad as marrying Conrade.— I will 
go to Florimel preſently ; if I am ſo 
lucky as to find her at home, *tis ten 


S W —ſ ͥ qq ft ůã̈u mm K «6: m $6 


c heads.“ 


Melanthe, + Do o; ; 3 | WI ſhe were 
+6 here.“ | 


While they were ſpeaking Murcio 
call'd very loud at the bottom of the 


ſtairs for Molly 1 to come down, on which 
ſne ſaid: 


Moly. 


to one but ſhe puts ſomething into our 


'G 


C. 
& 
C. 
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Molly. Do you hear, madam 3 
I muſt face the ſtorm for fear it ſhould 
come. hither and terrify you worſe, — 

I wiſh you. had as much courage as I 


have.” 


She ſaid no more, but ran haſtily down 
into the parlour, where I with no leſs. 
ſpeed attended her foot-ſteps, quite im- 


patient to hear how the pert baggage 
would behave. | 


Cc. 
6 


„ 


Murcio. What is the reaſon, minx, 
that I have Ho anſwer to the letter you : 
carry'd up? 


Molly. Lord, fir, there were ſome- 
what or other in that letter that has 
frighted my poor lady almoſt out of her 
wits ; — ſhe does nothing but cry and 


wring her hands, —it would make your 


heart ake to ſee her.— She write an an- 
ſwer! — no indeed, — ſhe is not in a 
condition to give an anſwer.“ 


| Marcia: If ſhe can't you muſt, huſſey. 


— Who was that fellow you let out of | 


my houſe yeſterday morning?“ 


Molly. I, fir, let out no o fellow, 
not. 1. 


e | 
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Murcio. * ; Tis falſe ; —my friend here, 
happening to paſs through the ſtreet 
at that time, ſaw him come out.“ | 


Molly. Why then, fir, your 54881 is 


no better than a pickthank for bringing 


ou ſuch idle ſtories; and I am not 


afraid to tell him ſo to his face. — I 


ſay again, I let out no fellow.“ 


Murcio. * Was there ever ſuch 1 __ 


dence F 


Conrade, Come, come, mrs. Molly, | 
you had better confeſs the truth, — it 


will be for the good of your lady, and 


yourſelf too. 


Molly. Sir, 1 ſhall not tell a lye for j 
the matter; — I let out no fellow; — 
there was a fine gentleman, indeed, 
that ſat up all night playing at cards 
with my lady, that I let out; — but 


no fellow I aſſure you.“ 


Murcis, * Well, — and pray mrs. bra- 
zenface, what is NY name of this fine 


5 gentleman * * 


Molly. Lord, ſir, do you think 1 


know the names of all the centlemen 


c that - 


T7 he Erf. „ Sr, 


« that come to viſit my lady ? — indeed 
0 1 am not ſo impertinent as to alk." 


Murcio. No e eigenen. ; — tell me 
* this moment or I ſhall be your death. 


Molly. « Bleſs me, fl — how can you 
* fright a body ſo for nothing — but if 

you would be my death twenty times 
. 6 I can lay r no more than I have 
done.“ 


Conrade. Dear Murcio, this girl is 
not worth the paſſion you are in, — ! 
hope the young lady herſelf will ſatisfy 
you, when once ſhe conſiders ho- 
much . is her intereſt to do ſo.“ | 


Murcio. * Not while ſhe has ſuch a 
* harden'd wretch to encourage her obſti- 
nancy. — Huſſey, pack up all your 
« trumpery, and get out of my houſe di- 
© rectly, or I ſhall - provide a place for 
"900 in Bride well. FA 


Molly. Oh, dear f r, I ſhall not give 

you that trouble; — there are places 
0 „ to be had without your. pro- 
* viding,” 


ata ſhe had left the room, and Mur- 


cio had vented his paſſion i in two or three 
hearty 
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hearty curſes, he turn'd to Conrade, and, 
with a tone of voice which expreſs'd the 


deepeſt trouble of mind, utter'd theſe 
words : 316 


en Ton ict, my dear friend: 
© that both miſtreſs and maid are alike 
© incorrigible. — What now remains for 
me to do, either to preſerve my family 
from diſgrace, or this degenerate girl 
1 from everlaſting ruin?? 


| The other, who doubtleſs condemn'd 
Melanthe more in his heart than he would 
let her father know he did, could find 


nothing to ſay in her defence; but that 


he hoped, when the firſt confuſion of 
this diſcovery was a little over, ſhe would 
be brought to reaſon; and therefore in- 
treated he would allow her ſome mall 
time to recollect * 


As the converſation now began to con- 
ſiſt only of railings on the one ſide, and 
| —_— to moderation on the other, 

eaſily perceived that nothing of impor- 
| tance would be the reſult, ſo reſolved to 
leave the two old gentlemen together, 
and accordingly laid hold of the firſt op- 
portunity to get out of the — 


Cas. 
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CHAP. VII. 
Preſents ſomething as little expected by 


the reader as it was by the arte 
concern'd in it; and, if the author's 
hopes do not deceive him, will alſo 


afford an m ſhare of gau 
as ſurpriſe, 


BE ING very anxious for the ſitua- 
| tion of poor Melanthe, I fully de- 
ſign'd to make another viſit to Murcio's 
houſe early the next morning z but I had 
no ſooner got my Tablets clear'd of the 
impreſſion made on them the preceding 
day, than ſome company coming in de- 
tain'd me at home till the hour in which 
I uſually dined, and then being told the 
table was ſpread, I ſat down; but made 
a very ſhort repaſt, being always more 
_ eager to gratify the cravings of my mind 
than my ſenſual appetite. 


I came to Murcio's door when Conrade 
had juſt alighted from his coach and was 
ſtepping in, fo I had an eaſy acceſs, and 
follow'd him up into the dining- room, 
where Murcio was then fitting, and ex- 


 prels'd. 
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preſs d the ſatisfaction he took in ſeeing 
him in words to this effect: 


Murcio. My dear friend, 1am ghd 
* you are come to give me your opinion 
in a thing I am about to do my un- 
* gracious daughter has given me no 
© anſwer, — made me no ſubmiſſions ;— — 
I cannot ſuffer her in my houſe; and, if 
© I turn her out of it, am in danger of 
* having my whole family ſcandalized by 
her behaviour; — I am therefore re- 
ſolved to ſend her down to the fartheſt 
part of Cornwall, where I have a near 
Kkinſman; — I was going to write to 
© him on that occaſion when I heard you 


c were — 


Conrade. 1 fatter myſelf, ſir, that 
© the intelligence I bring will ſave you 


that trouble, and the young lady ſo 
long a journey: — I have diſcover d 


cher favourite lover.“ 0 


Murcio. * Is it poſſible —for heaven's 
© ſake who,—what is he!“ 


Conrade. One you little ſuſpeck, tho? 
I have ſeen him often here; — tis Do- 
* riman,? 


 Murcio, 
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Abr Poriman! — yes, ſince his 


return from his travels he vilits here 


ſometimes ; — his ſiſter, Florimel, and 


Melanthe were brought up together 
at the boarding- ſchool, and ſince they 


left it have ſcarce been two days aſun- 
der: — but I cannot think Dorimon 


has been her ſeducer : — ſhe is neither 


above his hopes nor below his expecta- 
tions : — if he had any inclinations to- 
wards her, I know of nothing ſhould 
hinder him from making his honour- 
able addrefſes. — But what grounds 
have you tor ſuch a ſuppoſition ?? 


Conrade. Jou ſhall hear: — you 


know I told you that I did not fee the 


face of the gentleman that came out of 
your houſe on Sunday morning; but 
as I follow'd him a good part of the 
ſtreet I took notice of his habit, which, 


indeed, had ſomewhat particular in it, 


and would have attracted my obſerva- 


tion had I ſeen it on any other perſon; _ 
— it was a dark olive colour'd French 
barragon, laced with a very rich Point 


d'Eſpagne down the ſeams; — he had 
allo a fine flaxen wig, with a bag and 
ſolitair of an uncommon dimenſion ; — 

I then took him either for a foreigner, 


or one Jately come from abroad ; — in 
« the 


A — 
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« the ſame dreſs, and as exactly as I ſaw 
him then, did I fee him within this half 
© hour at the chocolate-houſe : — I can- 
not, indeed, ſwear to the man, but I 
« think may ſafely do ſo as to the cloaths; 
* eipecially as I heard himſelf ſay, on 


3 ſome gentleman's praiſing the ſuit, and 


* telling him they believed there was not 
© ſuch another in England, that he was 


pretty ſure there was not; for he had 


© beſpoke it at Paris, according to his 
* own taſte, and it had not been come 


© over long enough for 7 one to take | 


SS pattern by 1t. 


Murcio. I ruſt own. that there is a 
2 Iſtrong probability in what you ſay; but 

© yet, without a certainty, know not what 
* meaſures I can purſue.* 


Conrade. If you will take my advice, 
 —ſend for him; — I heard him ſay he 


© ſhould dine at home, — ſo is ſcarce 


gone out; — give ſome diſtant hints, at 
« firſt, concerning a marriage with your 
: daughter and, according to the anſwers 


he makes, you will be inſtructed how to 


proceed. 


Murcio. It ſhall be ſo; — I will not | 
© let him ſee I have any ſuſpicion of my 
ö daughter”: 8 fault; 3 — and, whether there 

be 
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© be any thing between them or not, a 
« propolal of the nature you mention can- 


not ſeem ſtrange to him, as our families 


have always lived together in a perfect 
* harmony and good underſtanding,” 


He had no ſooner ſaid this than he 
call'd a ſervant and ſent him with his 


compliments to Dorimon, and to let him 
know he deſired to ſpeak with him im- 
mediately, if not otherwiſe engaged. 


After this he two friends had ſome 


farther diſcourſe, concerning what ſteps 


the father of Melanthe ſhould take in 
this affair; when the fellow, who had 


been ſent on the above meſſage, return'd 


and told his maſter, that Dorimon ſaid 
he would not fail doing himſelf the ho- 


nour of obeying his commands in a few- 


minutes; on which Conrade took his 
leave, and Murcio fat down, endeavou- 
ring to frame his temper and counte- 


nance ſo as to be ſuitable to the buſineſs 
- "he had 1 in hand. 


Dorimon d! in a ſhort time, and 
the firſt compliments being paſt, Murcio 


began to open what he had to ſay, by 


telling him that he had a great regard 


for his family that he was a fine young 


gentleman; and that being now five and 


twenty, 
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twenty, he much wonder'd that he had 
not heard of his addreſſing ſome lady on 
the ſcore of marriage; — to which Dori- 
mon reply'd, that marriage was a thing 
he had not as yet much thought upon; 
and that having a ſiſter who took care of 
the affairs of his houſhold, a wife was 
the leſs neceſſary to him. — Murcio then 
demanded, if he found any averſeneſs in 
himſelf to changing his condition in fa- 
vour of a woman of cqual birth and for- 
tune, and who would approve of his pre- 
tenſions.— Dori mon ſeem'd a little ſur- 
riſed at theſe interrogatories; but an- 
ſwer' d in the negative, with this proviſo, 
that the perſon of the lady were equally 
agreeable. — Murcio, thinking this reply 
a proper cue for explaining himſelf, did 2 
ſo in the following manner: 


Murcio. What TY you ; then of my 
— * Melanthe NV | 


S - 


Dorimon. « As of an angel, fr, above 
Y my hopes.“ | 


' Murcio. No fine ſpeeches, Dori- 
mon; — deal ſincerely with me. — Do 
« you like her well enough to marry her ?? 


Dor imon. 
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Dorimon. Yes, fir, upon my ſoul; — 


* and ſhould bleſs the hand . Save 


© her to me.“ 


Murcio, © Sir; 1 take you at your 
word, and give you mine that you ſhall_ 


have her, and ſix thouſand pounds, if 
* you think that a ſufficient dower.' 


Dorivian.” ©] do, fir, and chough Me- 
* Janthe is a ſufficient fortune of her- 
< ſelf, ſhall accept your offer as a father's 
6 bleſſing, and make a ſettlement accor- 
6 dingly. 


ped © Then there remains no more 


© than to get the marriage-articles drawn 
up, which, if you pleale, ſhall be to- 
5 morrow morning.“ 


Dorimon. It cane 8 too ſoon. — 
© But, fir, may I not have leave to ſee 
the lovely Mclanthe, — to throw myſelf 

at her feet, and be aſſur'd ſhe will not 
« regret the happineſs you beſtow. upon 
me! e 5 


Murico. Oh, ſir, you have nothing 
* to apprehend on that account; for, to 
* be plain with you, I deſignꝰd her for 
another; — ſhe rejected the  Propotal, 


V ” "0 1 
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« for which ſhe has been under ſome 
diſgrace with me; but as I have ſince 
"Uiftbver'd her diſobedience was occa- 
ſion'd by the affection ſhe has for you, 
I was the more eaſily induced to par- 
don it :—ſhe does not yet know that I 


* * " & „ 4 


you ſhall have the pleaſure of telling 
her yourlcl.” * 


A 


RY 


He then went to FAT, and order*'d | 
a ſervant to bid Melanthe come down; 
after which he turn'd back and ſaid to 


Dorimon, 


Murcio. My daughter vill; wait on 

you preſently ; I Know you will excuſe 
< my leaving you together, —I have bu- 
ſineſs calls me abroad; but expect to 
* ſee you to-morrow morning, and hall 
« have a er here.“ 


A 


Derimon. You may be certain, ſir, 
I ſhall not fail. 5 


The other ſaid no more, but went 
haſtily away to avoid ſeeing his daughter; 
— he had not left the room above half a 
minute before Melanthe enter'd, but with 
a confuſion impoſſible to be expreſs d] — 
ſhe had expected no other, on being calbd 


down, than to meet ſome terrible effects 
| of 


conſent to gratify her inclinations ; but 
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of her father's diſpleaſure; ; — her eyes, 
yet red with tears, were now caſt down 


upon the floor, as ſhe advanced with 


ſlow and and trembling fteps ;—nor ſaw 
ſhe who was there, till Dormion ſprung 


forward, and took her by the hand with 


theſe words : = 


Dorimon. Charming Melanthe, how 


am I tranſported at the goodneſs of 


your father! — how incapable. of ex- 

« preſſing my gratitude for the permiſſion 
© he has juſt now given me of telling you 
* how much, how truly ! adore you!“ 


Mielantbe. Bleſs me, Dorimon, what 
© 1s the meaning of all this! — Where is 
1 95 father!” 


Dorimon. Gone, to give me the 
happy opportunity of endeavouring to 
inſpire you with ſentiments in favour of 
my paſſion, and conformable to his 
will.“ 


VVV 


Melanthe. ** Your paſſion, and his 


either be mad, or J not in my ſenſes. 
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will! — Certainly, Dorimon, you mult _ 


— For heaven? 8 lake 3 this 


— 


1 >, Oy 9 EI 2 — 2 . = 8 2 
* n „ bY OY n N n n = 
C ͤM ]⅛ ob EE — 
RN Pr I 1 Deen OK np, rite wag — : - l 
to r PRI. 4 4 — 


268 


Tb. Invijible Sp r. 


He was going to -epls when his ſiſter 


Fiorimel came tripping in, that young 
lady having been inform d by Molly of 
all that had paſs'd at Murcio's houſe, was 


extremely impatient. to know how her 


fair friend behaved afterwards on that oc- 
caſion; — Melanthe no ſooner ſaw her 
than ſhe flew into her arms, and cry'd, 


„ YT un ws "a 


- „ 


 Melanthe. * My dear, den F lorimel, 


what would I not have given to have 


ſeen you laſt night !? 


F. . J. © T was no leſs eager to be 
with you; but I find that things have 
quite chang'd their face ſince then ;—[ 
met your tacher at the door as I enter'd; 
— the old gentleman ſeems to be in 
quite good humour, deſir'd me to walk 
up, and told me I ſhould find you and 
my brother together.“ 


Dori mon. Ay, my dear filter, we 
are together, and I hope ſhall ſoon be 


zoined to ſeparate no more.” 


Florimel. © Ceparate no more | as how | 


Dorimen. By the em and indil- 
ſoluble ties of marriage; — Murcio, 
the 
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the generous Murcio, has beſtowed her 
on me.“ 


Ferime!, ® What, IS it agreed upon! 


D:rimon. * Abſolutely; — to-morrow 
« the articles are to be drawn between us, 
and there will then be nothing wanting 
but my angel's conſent for "the con: 
© ſummation of my bis, 


Fio:imel. * And was this che but 
on which he ſent ſor you in ſuch ha 


Din luer. 5 Th 
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Here Florimel burſt into lo violent a 
fit of laughter as render'd her unable to 
ſpeak for ſome time; — in va In Dorimon 
aſked ſeveral times over the cauſe of this 
extravagant mirth ; and it was but by de- 
grees the - recovered herſelf enough to 
man this an ly : 


lorimel, ] have found out the riddle 6: = 
© .- jt was I, brother, that have made 
this match.) | 


 Derimen. * : You? 
 Forimel Les, with the aſſiſtance of 


that ſuit of cloaths you have on.“ 
N Then, 


3 
= 


* 
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Then, addreſſing herſelf t to 8 
proceeded thus: 


Florimel. You muſt know, my dear, 
that it was Conrade himſelf that watch'd 
me coming out of your houfe, — I ſaw 
him ſtand perdu under fir. Thomas 
es porch; — he has certainly 
ſeen my brother in theſe cloaths, and, 
miſtaking him for me, has paſs'd him | 
upon your father for yo ſuppoſed _ 
gallant.“ | 


Es M/ œ(rꝛ! TR OT 


Melanthe.. It muſt be ſo, indeed; — 
there is no other way of accounting for 
this odd event. 


a 


Dorimon was now as much confounded 
in his turn, as the two ladies had been in 
theirs, till his ſiſter, having firſt obtain'd 
Melanthe's leave, related to him the whole 
hiſtory of their contrivance to break the 
match with Conrade; — this repetition 
occaſion'd ſume pleatantry between the bro- 
ther and the ſiſter ; but Melanthe was too 
much aſham'd to bear any great part in 
it; — her new lover, obſerving her ſe- 
riouſneſs, ſpoke in this manner: 


Dorimon. I have got nothing, Flori- 


5 * mel, by the account * have given, 


but 
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but the mortification of that vanity | 
< Murcio had inſpired me with; and 
dare not now flatter myſelf that Me- 
© lanthe will fo readily, as I once hoped, 

* acquieſce in the agreement made . be- 
© tween us.“ 


 Florimel. If ſhe does not an will 
come out; and if fo, Murcio will cer- 
6 rainly return to his firſt engagement to 
give her to Conrade. — W hat ſay you, 
Melanthe, have you averſion enough 
« for my brother to run ſo great a riſque : 2 


* 


This demand made Mole: bluſh 
exceſſively ; — ſhe pauſed, — hung down 
her head; but at laſt made this return: 


A So ſudden a change in 
my fortune, might well excuſe me from 

iving a direct anſwer to ſuch a que- 
Ban : — of this, however, you may be | 
aſſur'd that I have not courage to dif- 1 
obey my father a ſecond time, and that 1 
I love the filter too well to have any 
averſion to the brother.“ 


FT 


On this flgrimon kiſs'd her hand with 

a great deal of warmth, and ſaid many 
tender and paſſionate things to her, which, 
as the reader will eaſily conceive, I think 

it needleſs to 985 at; and ſhall only add, 

N 4 chat 
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that between the brother and the ſiſter 
Melanthe was at laſt prevail'd upon to 
confeis, — that it would be without the 


leaſt reluctance ſhe ſhould obey her father 
in the choice he had now made for her. 


Tho- there now was little cauſe to ap- 
prehend any diſappoinment in theſe nup- 
tials, yet I reſolved to ſee the thing fully 
concluded on; accordingly I went the next 
morning to Murcio s houſe, where I found 
him very buſy with his lawy er;—Dorimon 
came in ſoon aiter, and the writings were 
preſently fill'd up, ſign'd, ſeal' J, and 
duly executed by both parties: — the 
lawyer ſtaid no longer than to receive his 
fees, and he had no "Toaney left the room, 
Fan Marcio ipoke to Dorimon in theſe 
terms: 


M ycir. * Well, Dorimon, I think 
there is nothing ow wanting for the 
© making you my fon, except "the cere- 
* mony of the church; and I did not 
* care how ſoon that alſo was perform'd 
El do rot love to ſee affairs of this na- 
ture kept long in hand ; — beſides, you 
© mult know, that on my daughter's re- 
«* fuſing to marry the perſon J firſt pro- 
poted to her, I {wore in my paſſion 
that I would never ſce her face again 
till ſhe was a wife.“ 


BF 


Derimo!, 


* 


* 
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Dei « You may be ava, fir, 
I ſhall think every moment an age till 
I can prevail upon the lovely Melanthe 


to take that name; and I do not doubt 
but her knowledge of the vow you have 
made will very much expedite my 
wiſhes.” | 


Marche Fs am going directly to m 


little country ſeat, and ſhall leave you 0 
conſult with her about the day; but 
will write to the rector of ****, wha is 
my kinſman, and defire he will perform 
the office of tacking you together; — 
when that is over, would have you both. 
come down to ****#, where you may 
depend on mceting with a Father! ly re- 
ception. 


Nothing farther of. any conſ q: ꝛence 


was ſaid by either of them, — Murcio 
took coach for the country, and Dorimon 
went to the appartment of his miſtreſs, 
where ſtrenuouſly preſſing her for the 
ſpeedy conſummation of his happ neſs, 
her father's pretended vow ſerv'd as an 
excuſe for her compliance, and ſhe con- 


ſented that the wedding ſhould be ſolem- 
| nized on the next Sunday alter. 


N 5 No 
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No accident retarded the fulfiling this 


agreement, and they were married on the 
day appointed, by the reverend gentleman 
recommended by Murcio; after which 
they ſet out, accompany*'d by Florimel, 


for , in order to receive the bleſſing 


he had promiſed to beſtow upon them. 


As no one of this company had any 


'reaſon to be diſcontented at what had 


happen'd, it is not to be doubted but 
the goddeſs of chearfulneſs accompany*d 


them in their little journey ;—l ſay jour- 


ney, becauſe the ſiſter of Dorimon having 
an averſion to the water, eſpecially in 
rough weather, as it was that day, they 
went in a landau, in complaiſance to 
her; but the ſubject of their converſation 
is not in my power to relate, as I had. 
no opportunity of deing witneſs of it. 


HAP. 


* 
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CHAP. IX 


Contains a fuccin® acccount of ſome 
farther particulars, in ſome meaſure 
relative to the foregoing adventure, 
and, beſides, are of too agreeable 
and intereſting a nature in themſelves 
not to be look'd upon as a rightly 
Judged, and very neceſſary appendix, 


His married my two new made 
| lovers, the reader will poſſibly ima- 
gine, that the laſt act of the play is 
ended, and that I ſhould now drop the 
curtain, to prepare for ſome freſſf ſubject 
of entertainment; — but he muſt wait 
awhile, —T have not yet done with any of 
my characters; and beſides, that there 
are many thihzs which ſeem to require a 
farther explanation, I cannot think of 
parting with my favourite Fiorimel with- 
out giving her thoſe praiſes which her wit 
and good humour my” juſtly claim. 


It is not unlikely, indeed, but that 
there may be ſome over ſcrupulous ladies 
in the world who will be 1o far from 


Feng the character of this charming 
N 6 7 girl, 
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girl, that they will highly contemn her 
or aſſuming the air and habit of a man, 
tho? for never ſo ſhort a ſpace of time; 
and even rail at Melanthe 5 conſenting 
to put in execution the ſtratagem ſhe had 
contrived for her deliverance from an evil 
ſo juſtly dreaded by her; — ſuch as theſe 
will certainly think I have ſaid enough, 
if not too much on the occaſion, and per- 
haps throw aſide the book, and cry they 
will read no farther :—well, —be it ſo, — 
the loſs will be entirely their own, I am 
pretty confident neither my reputation, 
nor the profits of my publiſher, will 
tuſter by their ill-nature in this point. 


It is for the entertainment of the gay, 
the witty, and the truly virtuous, who, 
by the way, are never cenſorious, that 
theſe lucubrations are chiefly intended; 
and if I am fo fortunate as to pleate 
them, ſhould give myſelf no great pain 
what may be ſaid of me by thoſe of the 


abovemention'd claſs. 


In defiance, therefore, of theſe fair, or 
rather unfair critics, I ſhall proceed in 
what I have farther to relate concerning 
the principal ſubjects of this narrative. 


Cn their arrival at * they were re- 
ceived by Murcio with a ſhew of the 


gr eateſt 
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greateſt ſatisfaction, yet I, who took care 
to be there before them, in order to be 
witneſs of what ſhould paſs at this firſt 
interview, could eaſily perceive that he 
embraced his ſon-in-law with more cordi- 
ality and leſs conſtraint than -he did his 
daughter ;—the remembrance of her ſup- 
poſed fault it was that doubleſs render*d 
him unable to treat her with his ac- 
cuſtom'd tenderneſs ; — he ſcarce touch'd 
her check in ſaluting her, and when he 
gave her his. bleſſing added, — Pray 

heaven Jour future conduct may de- 
o ſerve It,” | 
* could not be otherwiſe, but that all 
the company muſt comprehend the full 
meaning of theſe words; but poor Me- 
lanthe was ſo much affected by them, 

that ſhe burſt into a flood of tears, and 
throwing herſelf a ſecond time at her 
ſather's leet, addreſs'd him in theſe Pa- 
thetic terms: 


Melanie. Oh, f. Find beg — I be- 
ſeech you, by all the love you once had 
for me, to forgive the only act of diſ- 
obedience I was ever guilty of; — par- 
don but the averſion I had to the match 
you firſt propoſed to me, and you will 
caſily abſolve che reſt,” 


«a aA „ +@ 


0 


Dorimon, 
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Dorimon. Tes, fir,—my dear,—my 
charming wife, is as innocent of every 
thing that can deſerve your blame, as J 
am trom even the moſt diſtant wiſh of 
violating her purity or diſhonouring 
your * 


Flotimel. . ay, — it is poor me 
that am alone in fault; but ſince the 
miſchief I have done has been produc- 
tive of ſo much good, I ſcarce doubt 
of being excuſed by a gentleman of ſo 


much good ſenſe as Murcio. — I have 


deliver*d your daughter, fir, by my con- 
trivance, irom the horrors of a forced 
marriage ;—I have procur'd a wife for 
my brother, with whom, if he is not 
the moſt happy, I am certain he de- 
ſerves to be the moſt miſerable of all 
mankind ; and I have got you a ſon- 
in-law who | hope will merit that ho- 


© nour by his future behaviour.” 


Murcio, who could not form even the 


moſt diſtant gueſs at the meaning of all 
this, look'd ſometimes on the one and 


ſometimes on the other, with all the tokens 


of the utmoſt 'amazement, without being 
able to ſpeak one ſyllable; which gave 
Florimel the opportunity of unravelling 
the whole myſtery of the affair, as ſhe + 


had 
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had before promiſed Melanthe to take 
hn er herſelf to do. 


In ſpite of the little reſentment Mur- 
cio at firſt conceived for the trick had 
been put upon him, he could not forbear 
fmiling within himſelf at the invention 
of the contriver; and the wit and ſpirit 
with which that young lady talk'd to 
him upon it, very much contributed to 
bring him into good humour; but that 
which entirely reconciled him to the 
wedded pair, was the conſideration that 
Dorimon was wholly ignorant of the plat 
till after the marriage was concluded, 
and the aſſurance Melanthe gave him, 
that ſhe was far from any intention to 
deceive him, but had flatter'd herſelf 
with the hope that Conrade would have 

broke the engagement, without men- 
tioning to him the reaſons he had for 

doing bo. | 


Though to have marricd his daughter 
to Conrade would have ſaved him. fix 
thouſand pounds, yet the many ill con- 
ſequences which would probably, have 
attended ſo diſproportionate a match now 
occurring to his mind, which before he 
had not "thought upon, made him not 
only contented, but rejoiced that this 
change of hands had bp and he 

could 
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could not forbear kiſſing and hugging 
Florimel for being the chief author of it. 


Every one now endeavouri ng to outvie. 
the other in giving teſtimonies of their 
good humour; among the many gay and 
gallant things ſaid by Dorimon on this 
occaſion, he proteſted to keep his French 
cloaths as long as he lived, for a perpe- 
tual Memento of the good they had done 
for him, and never wear them but on the 


anniverſary of that happy day which gave 
his dear Melanthe to his arms. 


On falling 88 into ſome diſ- 
courſe concerning tte oddneſs of the acci- 
dent which nad brovght about a marriage, 
ſo little thought of by either of the par- 
ties, yet ſo agrecable to both, as well as 
to their friends, Murcio expreſsd himſelf 
in this manner: 


cis I cannot help thinking that 
there is ſomething peculiarly remarkable 
in this tranſaction, and looks as if the 
hand of Heaven had directed the accom- 
« pliſhment, which makes me hope the 
* conſequence will make good the old 

proverb, * 


leſſed 


aq 
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Bleſſed is the wooing 
That's not long a Ok: 


Flcrimel. ] dare almoſt engag? my 


own life for the mutual happineſs of 


theirs; — their humours are lo exactly 


ſuited to each other, that neither of 


them are fit for any body elſe; and 


and now I conſider on it, am amazed 


that in the long acquaintance they had 


together, this buſineſs never came into 


cither of their heads till chance put it 
there.“ 


Dorimn. © Nay, ſiſter, I am now con- 


vinced, by the tranſport and the plea- 


ling gutter at my heart, on the offer 


Murcio made of his daughter, that I 


was then paſſionately in love with her, 
tho' without knowing 15 was ſo.“ 


Melantbe, * And if you had been as 


indifferent to me, as I then thought 
you were, J ſhould not certainly have 


been ſo ſoon and ſo eaſily perſuaded to 
be yours.“ 


Murcis, Well, — all things have 

happen'd for the beſt, and there is no- 
thing now wanting to complete my 
ſatisfaction, but the clearing up Melan- 
: the” 8 
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* the's innocence to Conrade. — I ſhould 
be glad he were here.” 


The word was ſcarce out of his mouth, 
when a ſervant came into the room and 
informed him, that the perſon he had 
- mention*d was below, on which he order'd 
he ſhould be immediately introduced, 


The old gentleman, who had heard 
nothing of what had happen'd, nor ſeen 
Murcio ſince the converſation with him, 
repeated in a former chapter, had been 
impatient to know the ſucceſs of his pro- 
poſal to Porimon, and finding he did 
not return to town as uſual, made him 
this viſit at . in order to _ 


his curioſity. 


He had not advanced above half way 
into the room, when Murcio preſented 
the bride and bridegroom to him; and 
told him he had been juſt wiſhing for 
him to congratulate the * 


Conrade endeavour'd to compoſe him- 
ſelf enough to ſalute them with the ac- 
cuſtom'd forms; but as he had not in 
his heart believed that Dorimon would be 
preval'd upon to marry Melanthe, tho he 
had adviſed her father to make the expe- 


runent, was to much ſurpriſed on _ | 
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the affair concluded, that he could not 
forbear teſtifying it in his looks, as well 
as by crying out, . 


Conrade. What married I 


 Florimel. * Yes, fir, - they are mar- 
ried, —the indiſſoluble knot is tied; 
for which all due thanks be given to 


your fortunate miſtake.“ 


Conrade. * My miſtake, madam Wo 
pardon me if I do not comprehend 
your meaning,” 


Dorimon. ] believe you do not, fir 


— yet it is to your 1 another 
for me, that I am indebted for being put 


in poſſeſſion of a happineſs which other- 


wiſe I muſt have ſollicited for a long 
ſeries of time, and perhaps at laſt never 


have obtain'd: I do aſſure you, fir, I 


never preſumed to entertain one wiſlr to 


the diſhonour of Melanthe, and was 


Neeping in my own bed when you ima- 
gined me Juſt riſen rows her arms.“ 


— 


Murcio. He tells you nothing but 
the truth; — he is innocent, — ſo is Me- 
lanthe; but here ſtands her gallant ;— 
here is the author of this engima.” 


In 


N 
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In concluding theſe words, which he 
had utter'd, with the moſt chearful air 
he patted Florimel upon her check and 
gently puſh'd her towards Conrade; but 
that gentleman was now in ſuch a con- 
ſternation, that he ſcarce knew where he 
was, much leſs had the power of diſtin- 
guiſhing the ſenſe of any thing he either 
ſaw or heard, till Florime! related to 
him, in her ſprichtly faſhion, every par- 
ticular of that ftratagem which had oc- 
caſion'd the breaking off the intended 
match between him and Melanthe ; — 
Murcio 4 and Dorimon, averring the 
truth of what ſhe ſaid, he began, at Laſt, 
to ſee clearly into the whole affair after 
which Melanthe, with a great deal of 
modeſty and ſweetneſs, addreſs'd herſelf 
to him in theſe terms: 


Me antbe. T hope, 595 you wil par- 
© don the deception put upon you, as I 
was conſtrain'd to purſue lo extrordinary 
* a method, to avoid a thing which, in 
the end, muſt have been no leſs dil- 

N agreable to you than to myſelf ;—I ſhall 
© always acknowledge my obligation to 
the generous offer your affection made; 
but love, ſir, is not in our power, — if 
* it were, my gratitude to you, the con- 
8 ſideration of 1 my own intereſt, and the 
duty 
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duty owing to my father, would cer- 
© tainly have inſpired me with it.“ 


Conrade. Say no more, ſdet lady, 
I am aſhamed of my paſt folly, and 
only wiſh you would exert all the influ- 
* ence you have over your witty ſhe-gal- 
lant, not to expoſe this ſtory in print; 
I ſhould be ſorry, methinks, to ſee 
* myſelf in a novel. or Per: 


Florimel, No, no, fir, you need be 
© under no apprehenſions on that ſcore, — 
I would not, for my own ſake, have 
the world know I] put on breeches, | 
© leſt my huſband, when I get one, ſhould. 
be afraid I would attempt to wear them 
6 aſter Wards,” | | 


This reply of Florimel's ſet the whole 
company into a fit of laughter, and would 


- doubtleſs have been the occaſion of many 


pleaſant repartees, if the butler had not 
that inſtant given them a ſummons to the 
next room, where was a table elegantly 
ſpread with every thing ſuitable to the 
| ſeaſon but as J could not partake with 
them of any of the delicacies I ſaw before 
me, I thought it beſt to leave the houſe, 
ſo accordingly I ſlipt out, pluck'd off my 
Belt, went into a boat, and order'd the 
waterman to row as faſt as poſſible to Lon- 

don; 
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don; where being arrived, I contented 
myſelf with ſuch tare as * own homely 


board afforded. 


Not many weeks from this adventure 
had elapſed, before I heard that Florimel 
was married to a young gentleman who 


for ſeveral years ſhe had loved, and by 


whom ſhe was equally beloved ;— my in- 
ſatiate curioſity, on this information, led 
me to enquire into the hidden cauſe which 
had ſo long delay'd the completion of 


their mutual wiſhes; and by ways and 


means too tedious to be here inſerted, I _ 
at laſt diſcover'd it to be ſuch as attracted 
my higheſt eſteem and admiration. | 


Dorimon had been a little extravagant 
in his equipage and way of living while on 
his travels ;—her whole fortune lay in his 
hands, and if calPd out, which in all pro- 


bability would have been the caſe if ſhe 
had married, he muſt have been obliged 


to mortgage ſome part of his eſtate for the 

ayment ; — it was therefore to ſave her 
Feothlr from ſo great an inconvenience, 
that this generous young lady had been 


deaf to all the ſollicitations of a beloved 


lover, and the ſoft pleadings of her own 
heart, till Melanthe's fortune coming into 


the family removed the only impediment 
to her wiſhes, 


Thus, | 


4 3 
» 
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Thus, b y the moſt unſeen, 8 
of means, does Providence diſpoſe every 
thing for the advantage of its favourites: 
— Florimel, by her wit and contrivance 
to ſerve her fair friend, without propo- 
ſing the leaſt intereſt to herſelf, or even 
imagining ſhe could have any, not only 
brought about her brother's happineſs, 
but met her own reward in the accom- 


pliſhment of her felicity. 


Theſe two families lived tender in 
the moſt perfe& harmony, and Murcio, 
who is little leſs fond of Florimel than of 
his own daughter, paſſes moſt of his time 
among them; Conrade allo is extremely 
intimate with both, inſomuch that it is 
thought he will, at his deceaſe, divide a 
good part of his large fortune between 
them. 
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The Character of this Welk is in general ſo well; 
© known, as not to need a Recommendation; but 
nas ſome particular Perſons may be unacquainted : 
with it, it is hoped it will not offend the Mo- 
« nelly of its Authors, juſt to cite a few of the 
8 Epithets g given to it by ſome of the moſt diſtin- 
guiſliing Jadg es of the preſent Age, — AS — 
I hat it is the beſt adapted for improving the 
+ Morals, and refining the Taſte. That a juſt 
and proper Spirit breathes through the Whole, 
hat it imperceptibly makes its Readers 
& witer.— | hat it exalts the Ideas, — That it is a 
5 polite and elegant Advocate for private Virtue, 
& —That tho' it feems by the Title to be princi- 
« pally intended for the Service of the Fair Sex, 
« yet there is not a Man of the greatet Genius 
but may be pleaſingly amuſed — That its Lan- 
“ guage is elegant, clear, and conſpicuous.— 
„ That its Stories are {o affe ectingly related, that 
&« whoever reads them will find the Paſſions ſin- 
4 gularly moved. — That it is judiciouſſy b'end- 
« ed with Inſtruction and Entertainment. — That 
« it inſenſibly diſcovers the Means of being 
« happy in ourſelves.— That it is an aCmirable 
„ Leflon ſor the Young and Unexperienced.— 
% I hat it points out ſuch Foibles in ourſelves, as 
* ſor want of being obſerv'd, frequently entail 
“ the greateit Uneaſineſſes.— That it is peculiar- 
„ Iy adapted to the reigning Habits of the preſent 
& Iimes, de. 


